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MIDDLESEX, N.C., March 10). 


(AP) —A nationally-known coin 
collector carrying his collection 
es valued at $250,000 was killed 
near here last night in a traffic 
‘accident. Middlesex Police Chief 
R. E. Gilliam said that George | 
| | Walton of Charlotte was killed in| 
| the head-on crash on U.S, 264. 
| He said that Walton’s collec- | 
| tion of valuable coins was placed 
in the custody of authorities. 
Walton was headed for Wilson, 
where he was to exhibit his col- 
lection, which included a 1913 
Liberty head V nickel Walton 
valued at more then $50,000. It 
is one of five such coins held "a 
cetneiiaa ie ae 
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January 3, 1962 


Mr. George Walton 
P.O.Box 32 
Charlotte 1, North Carolina 


Dear Mr. Walton: 


Vernon Sheldon has told me a little bit about your research 
with respect to the 1913 Liberty Head nickel. It is very nec- 
essary that your material be published, in my opinion, and 

we want to offer our help in any way we can. 


I have the original case in which the five 1913 nickels were 
kept as well as the regular Indian Nead nickel and a copper 
Indian Head nickel. The copper Indian Head nickel is probably 
plated but I have not had eleetrie resistance tests made as 
yet and will do so. 


I have examined all of the 1913 Liberty Head nickels and have 
a file with miscellaneous items in it, most of which, I am 
sure, you already know. 


I will be glad to read over your text when it is written if 
you wish me to. 


I have just completed a book on the 1804 dollar which will be 
published, this spring, and I am hopeful that it will end any 
doubts about the matter. It is a shame to have to devote so 
much time to bad coins but I have not neglected my desire to 
write about genuine ones, 


I look forward to hearing from you. 


Sincerely yours, 


Eric P. Newman, President 
ERIC P.NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 
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Salem, Va. ut ‘Ss 3 
March 26, 1969 





Tear Mr. Newman: 


While looking through some letters, etc. belonging to my late brother, 
George Walton, I came across a letter from you relative to the 1913 
Liberty Head Nickels. Some questions have arisen, and 1 was wondering 
if I could prevail upon your time and kindliness to answer them. 


Did you ever see my vrother's collection? the Nickel? Stella gold? 
Is there a doubt in your mind as to the authenticity of the Nickel; 
if so, where is the fifth nickel? Did you ever see his material on 
the history of this nickel? 


I am enclosing an envelope for your reply, and any information will be 
greatly appreciated and rewarded, if profitaole. 


Thanks. 
apes 7 
VO Lica Fete: 
(Mrs. Robt. R.) 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


March 31, 1969 


Mrs. Robert R. Givens 
Rt. 3, Box 327 

Salem, Virginia 2153 
Deer Mrs. Givens: 


We ere fully aware of the problem you heve on 


hand and can understand why you are doing a lot of investi- 


gating. We presume the 1913 Liberty Head Nickel which 
George Walton was supposed to have has never shown up. 


In answer to your specific questions, I can 
state thet I never ssw your brother's collection. I never 
sew in his possession the 1913 Liberty Head Nickel which 


he allegedly owned. I know nothing whatever of the Stella 


about which you write. 


There was never seny doubt in my mind thet the 
nickel which he acruired was one of the five 1913 Liberty 
Hesd Nickels and I don't know where that nickel is now. 

I never had the opportunity of seeing his material on the 


history of the 1913 Liberty Head Nickel in spite of requesting 


it. 


Originally, all five 1913 Liberty Head Nickels 
were here in St. Louis, in my possession. We still have 


the holder in which they were kept. We still have a couple 


of the coins which were in the holder with them. We also 
have 8 lerge file on the history of the 1913 Liberty Head 
Nickel. 


There certsinly is se lot of mystery in your 
side of the situsetion and I presume that you are investi- 
gating to see whether there is something unsavory in con- 
nection with the matter. 


We hope we have been helpful. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P,. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 
E°N /atb 
A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS. CURRENCY AND HISTORIC ORIFCTS 


a 


P « M RARE COINS 


January 14, 1995 


Mr. Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


My partner and I are still working hard on our book about Shield and Liberty Head nickels. We 
have been doing a great deal of original research. 


It is now necessary for me to renew my request to you for an opportunity to learn firsthand about 
the five 1913 Liberty Head nickels and their sidekick, the copper Indian Head nickel; and to ask 
you to tell us some of the eye witness accounts of these coins. I am told that you had possession 
of the set at one time and still have a (the?) holder for the six coins. I have read Taxay's account 
carefully, and realize that you told me that his account is most accurate. I take this to mean that 
you do not believe that these coins are legitimate U.S. issue and that they are potentially 
vulnerable to Treasury Department seizure. I have no information that would lead me to contest 
that belief. The Treasury Department hasn't seemed to show much attention, so maybe they are 
disinclined to act on the situation. (Since I am a financial peon, there will never be any risk to 
me of losing a 1913 Liberty Head nickel.) 


My partner and I will be in St. Louis for the Henry VIII show, which will be from February 16 
to 19th, 1995. Can you...would you...please set aside some time for us in that time frame so that 
we can learn from a primary source about the early history of the 1913 nickels. We promise to 
be cognizant of your valuable time. This is very important to us as we want to write the very 
best and most accurate account that we can. 


I would also like very much to have an opportunity to see the holder. Is it on display at your 
museum? If it is available, could we be allowed to see it and photograph it? 
Simply stated: 1) May we have an interview? 
2) May we see the historical documentation and the holder you 
have related to the 1913 nickels? 
3) May we photograph the holder? 


Please say "yes." 


YI Bag 


Cindy Mohon 
P&M Rare Coins 


14252 Culver Drive, #490 « Irvine, CA 92714 ¢ (714) 559-5797 











ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Cindy Moshon January 24, 1995 
P & M Rare Coins 

14252 Culver Drive # 490 

Irvine, CA 92714 


Dear Ms. Mohon: Re: 1913 Liberty head nickel 


Your very enthusiastic letter of January 14, 1995 is easy to 
answer. If I am in town the answer is yes. I remember you in 
Detroit. 

There is another person in Washington, D.C. who telephoned 
me very recently and said he was a specialist in literature on the 
1913 nickels and nickel patterns. His name is Emory Peters. His 
firm is HT Companies L.C., Washington D.C., telephone number (703) 
222- 8606. 


You are free to call him if you wish. 


Please contact me in the first 10 days of February to confirm 
things. 


Sincerely, 


a ag ae 


ue 


Eric P. Newman 


Cindy Mohon 
14252 Culver, #490 
Irvine, CA 92714 
714-559-5797 





May 6, 1995 


Mercantile Money Museum 
Podium Level 

Mercantile Tower 

Seventh & Washington 

St. Louis, Missouri 63101 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


I beg your pardon for being so very dilatory in expressing my heartfelt appreciation for 
the information, materials, and tour you provided me this last February. It would be 
very difficult for you to fully comprehend how awestruck I am of your august personage, 
your fine museum, your on-going educational efforts and your incredible collection. To 
have the opportunity to sit with you and review some of the events and research in which 
you have participated will be one of my most treasured memories. You have very strong 
affectionate memories of Mr. Burdette G. Johnson, stating that he was one of the 
brightest of numismatic scholars. You enjoy that role in my life. 


I have not forgotten my promise to provide you with some ideas for your museum. 
There are several proposals rattling around in the cavern of my head; however, the 
completion of the Shield and Liberty Head Nickel book has occupied my every off- 
work moment since I left you. (It's an intolerable nuisance to have to go to my regular 
job everyday when I have the wonders of numismatics to research and learn; however, I 
have no choice. I work for the County of Orange which has lately entered the less than 
enviable status of bankruptcy. My primary job function currently is a revenue enhancer 
for the Social Service Agency. They have been very demanding of late.) 


I am also preparing a lecture for the ANA which is scheduled for August. That month is 
traveling toward me like a space shuttle landing at Edwards Air Force Base. I hope I'm 
ready when the time comes. 


The material you provided me would make the basis of a very fine book all by itself; and 
with a great deal more research, perhaps I will be able to write such a book someday. I 
would like very much to put an end to some of the false trails and rumors that besiege 
this particular set of numismatica. The book we are currently writing is more of a 
beginner's book, a guide for novices and intermediate collectors who need more 
information on the five-cent series from 1866 to 1912. 


The 1913s are merely a phenomenon of the advertising and publicity they have received; 
however, whether we like it or not, they are the Queens of Numismatic Folklore in U.S. 
coinage--the 13's and those other imposters, the 1804 dollars. (Ironically, in some ways 
the 1804 has more legitimacy than the 13's, I think.) But people love the mystery of it 
all. They like the financial loftiness of those "coins," little realizing that they are the 
agents of that very phenomenon by the driving force of their fascination. 


Because the book is (via the publisher's contract) more of a formula book, I haven't been 
able to put all of the information I would like into the 1913 story. I promised I would 
not use any of the material you gave me, or quote you in any way, without letting you 
review it first. In this package is a draft of the chapter as I propose to send it to the 
publisher. I want to be a TRUTH-TELLER; and not contribute to any half-truths or lies. 
In order to do that, I need your help. If I have mis-construed, mis-read, mis-represented 
in any way, | solicit your thoughts to correct the presentation. I have not entered into the 
research and work that Mr. Taxay did on the "trial dies" portion. I mentioned it but had 
little space in which to elaborate. His work is well represented in his publications; and, 
hopefully I can present the more technical aspects in a later work. 


I apologize for any extra work this exercise causes you. We are under a very tight time 
line as I must submit my first draft to the publisher the end of this month. 


I hope you and your family are well....and your handsome "Boswell," too. How clever of 
you to select a person like Tom with a history background for your assistant. History is 
the primary subject....the numismatics are a reflection of it. 


It will be with a great deal of pleasure that I hope to greet you in Anaheim for the ANA. 
Shortly I will send you some maps and sightseeing information....although your fans 
keep you busy at the show, I know. 


Your Numismatic Admirer, 


Cindy Mohon 


P.S. Your photo is absolutely terrific. Enclosed is a copy of it from the xerox machine. 
Once we have sorted out which photo to use for the book, I will send you a real 
photograph of it. 
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1913 LIBERTY HEAD NICKEL as 


MINTAGE: PROOF-4 
MINT STATE-| ah 


The first public clue to the existence of 1913 Liberty Head nickels was revealed 


in December 1919 when Samuel W. Brown advertised in The Numismatist: W ANTED 

In January, February and March of 1920 Samuel W. Brown advertised 
again in The Numismatist for 1913 Liberty Head nickels. This offer was 1913 LIBERTY HE AD 
increased to $600 for one, preferably in Proof. : 


The first documented public showing of a 1913 Liberty Head nickel took : NICKEL 
place at the ANA Annual Convention which was held August 23 to 26, 1920 in 


Chicago. Reported in the October 1920 issue of The Numismatist (Vol 33, No. 
10) under “Items of Interest:” In Proof condition, if possible. 


Will pay $500 cash for one, 


Samuel W. Brown of North Tonawanda, N, Y., was present for a short 
time on Monday. He had with him a specimen of the latest great rarity 





in U. §. coinage—the nickel of 1913 of the Liberty Head type. It was SAMUEL W. BROWN, 
among the exhibits the remainder of the Convention, with a label announc-’ 
ing that it was valued at $600, which amount Mr. Brown announced he is North Tonawanda, N, Y. 
ready to pay for all proof specimens offered to him. An explanation of its 
| Tarity is that at the close of 1912, the mint authorities not having received Brown placed this advertisement in the December 1919 
| orders to use the dies of the buffalo type nickel at the beginning of 1913, wont thd peer rane mcg Pak dang 
| Prepared a master die of the Liberty Head type dated 1913, and from this ee ren ee MM ce 
master die a few pieces—believed to be five—in proof were struck, None hcl a rams 





Coin World, 4-22-1987 


After the convention Mr. Brown apparently left the 1913 Liberty Head nickel with Alden Scott Boyer who was president of 
the Chicago Coin Club. It is probable that an account in the Numismatic Scrapbook of a Chicago Coin Club meeting in 1935 
is the source of the apparently invalid information frequently repeated which indicates that more than one coin was dis- 
played: 
“The 1913 Liberty Head Nicked [sic] was the sensation of the American Numismatic Association Convention held in Chicago in 
1920. Some gentlemen [sic] from New York State exhibited either six or eight specimens of this famous rarity. He left one with Mr. 
Alden Boyer for several months; in requesting its return the owner asked that it be expressed and insured at $600.00.” (Numis- 
matic Scrapbook, May 1935, Page 25) 
In the mass of mis-information that has mis-led both researchers and subsequently readers in tracing the history of 
the nickels, the above report contributed greatly. Utilizing a resource that seems to attribute a more direct source is the 
following letter from Brown to Boyer printed in The Numismatist, January 1921, headed with the title “The Rare 1913 


Nickel:” 





“Dear Mr. Boyer, 
I would appreciate it very much if you would return the 1913 Liberty head nickel you have with your coins in 
the Masonic Temple vault in your city. I have a deal pending for the sale of this coin, and it is necessary that | 
have it within the next ten days. If you will, kindly send it to me express, charges collect, and estimate the value 
at $750. Thanking you for your courtesy in this matter.” 

[Samuel Brown] 


Just for the record there is mention of a coin club meeting at which Vernon Sheldon, Ira S. Reed and Boyer were present 
as Samuel W. Brown displayed all five of the 1913 nickels. This meeting may have taken place in December 1919; however, 
research has not yet confirmed that this meeting took place and, as the parties are no longer available, the only source of 
confirmation would be the discovery of a written record. 
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It is an interesting footnote that B. Max Mehl also attended the August 1920 ANA Conference and after the Convention he 
spent over $1 million advertising in the newspapers that he would pay $50 each for 1913 nickels. Since he was more than 
reasonably sure there were none in general circulation, he was perfectly safe from bankruptcy as a result of a flood of 1913 
Liberty Heads. Meantime, conductors were searching the change from the fares in hopes of finding a nickel they could cash 
in for half a C-note. The publicity fueled the public’s futile search for the 1913 nickel in circulation; and, as a byproduct, 
netted the hobby many new collectors. Breen described three results from the B. Max Mehl’s salesmanship. It made Mehl 
a rich man through the sales of his Star Rare Coin Encyclopedia, it made the 1913 nickels famous and it incited the “un- 
godly” to produce 10’s of hundreds of altered dates (mostly from 1903, 1910 or 1912 Liberty Head nickels) in imitation of 


“FOR SALE. 


Nothing further was heard of the 1913 nickels until August Wagner, a 
Philadelphia coin and stamp dealer(?), placed other ads in the December 1923, 

Five (5) Five-Cent Liberty 
Head 1913 Coins. Proof. 


January and February 1924 Numismatist: 
There were five Liberty Head nickels being offered for sale—and possi- 
bly three other coins in the lot: two Buffalo nickel coins and another 1913 
Buffalo Five-cent piece (apparently copper or copper alloy, later listed as Judd 
1790). The five Liberty Head coins were displayed in an eight (8) coin holder 
which was made of soft glove leather and hard paper board with flaps lined = 
The only Five-Cont Liberty Head 
Coins of this design and year ih 
existence, 
AUGUST WAGNER, 
31st and York Sts, 
Philadelphia, Pa, 







with high quality fabric all in black. The price was $2000.00 for the set—and 
whether the 1913 Buffalo pieces were in the holder at the time of this sale is 
unknown—; however, it is considered highly likely. There is no information 
yet available to explain how the coins came to Mr. Wagner to be sold; and 
there is remarkably little information about Mr. Wagner to be located. The 
identity of the person who ordered the leather case is also unknown; although 
it is believed that it was either Brown or Wagner. There is nothing obvious on 
the holder to identify the craftsman or company that produced it. 

In a letter to Don Taxay, Jack W. Ogilvie, Historian, writes regarding Mr. 
Wagner: 


“*,..About August Wagner of Phil. He may have been the missing man in the whole 
deal. You mention that he was a dealer. This, I do not know—BUT — he was 
NEVER an A.N.A. member that is —unless after 1932 or 33. Thanx to you, I was 
able to pinpoint that ad, which I had looked for in the 1913 to 1925 NUMIS. August Wagner’s advertisement of January 1924 offer- 
Would like to know more about him — if he ever was in the mint employ.’ (Personal ing to sell all five 1913 Liberty Head 5-cent coins, They 


correspondence to Don Taxay from Jack W. Ogilvie dated Oct. 14, 1963, Courtesy of Eric were purchase d by the eccentric collector Col. EHR, 
Green, son of the famous Hetty Green. 








P. Newman) 


The most logical hypothesis is that Samuel W. Brown either sold or Coin World, 4-22-1987 
consigned the coins to Mr. Wagner for sale. No information has been disclosed which would explain why Mr. Brown did not 
sell the coins himself even though he had obviously been manipulating the market toward an increased value as well as 
putting forward a rationale for his source by the means of his advertisements to "BUY"— and his display of the nickel at the 
1920 ANA Convention. 

It is also an interesting point that Mr. Wagner advertised the set as “the only Five-Cent Liberty Head Coins of this 
design and year in existence.” How could he possibly have known that these were the “only” 1913 Liberty Head Five-Cents 
in “existence” if he had not been told that by the person who gave them to him? There was no official record of the mintage. 
To be so sure that there were only 5 coins in existence speaks clearly to inside information from the person responsible for 
their coming on the market—Samuel W. Brown. 

Both Walter Breen and other references sometimes note that there were other purchasers between either Samuel Brown 
and August Wagner or between August Wagner and Colonel Green. Breen, who was a protege of Wayte Raymond and 
therefore in a position to have received information from him states that the set and case with the nickels went from Wagner 
to Stephen Nagy to Wayte Raymond to Colonel Green. And Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine published an article called 
“Liberty 1913 Nickel Story Footnotes” in which this letter from Edwin Marshall is published: 

“In the early 1930’s...1 went to Henry Chapman’s shop in Philadelphia...to purchase a $3 gold piece for a friend. 
Chapman told me of purchasing these nickels [1913 Liberty heads] from a former Mint employee and as I recall, he sold 
them to, or they ended up, in Colonel Green’s possession.” The NSM article goes on to state that “A genealogy 
owners’ chart in the December 1971 Scrapbook showed the nickel [sic] passing from Samuel Brown to August Wagner 
to Colonel Green, without mention of Chapman. Henry Chapman died on January 4, 1935.” ( Numismatic Scrapbook 
Magazine, 1972) 
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James Kelly added two other possible players when he stated in his 1967 catalog, 
“The entire set was subsequently obtained by the late Colonel Green through dealers B.G. Johnson and J. B. Macalister.” 
(Auction Catalog, Annual ANA Convention, Miami, Florida, August 11, 1967) 


Clyde D. Mervis also indicates in his article (Numismatic Scrapbook, July 1968, “World’s Most Valuable Coin”’) that 
B. G. Johnson was involved in the brokering of this set to Colonel Green. Thus even the identity of the brokers and dealers 
involved early in the provenance of the 1913 nickels is clouded by mixed reports and obfuscation. 

Colonel Edward Howland Robinson Green (who received a formal written appointment as lieutenant colonel from 
Texas Governor O.B. Colquitt in 1910) stepped forward to purchase for an undisclosed amount the whole set of five Liberty 
head nickels and the holder, and presumably the three 1913 Buffalo five-cent pieces. The set remained with him from 1924 
until his death in 1936. Col. Green enjoyed extravagance in all things—probably as a result of having endured a peculiar 
forms of parenting from his mother which involved a mixture of excess (he was given Texas Midland Railroad at an early age 
as a play toy) and deprivation (he was denied proper medical care causing the amputation of his leg in early adulthood). His 
mother was Henrietta Howland Robinson Green (Hetty Green, the Witch of Wall Street) who was a miserly but a shrewd and 
competent investor and businesswoman. She amassed a great fortune during her life, and spent as little as possible. Within 
nine days of his mother’s death, E. H. R. Green married Mabel Harlow, a “belle dame” from the Chicago red light district; 
and entered into a lifetime of profligacy with purchases estimated to be in excess of $3,000,000 a year. 

Upon Col. Green’s death in, F.C.C. Boyd (b. 4/10/1886, d. 9/7/1958) appraised the numismatic portion of the Green 
estate. At this point another divergence in the historical report of the coins entered the picture. Most researchers report that 
Burdette G. Johnson (b. De Soto, Missouri 1/2/1885, d. 2/24/1947 St. Louis) , owner of St. Louis Coin and Stamp Company, 
purchased the cased set. At first he offered the set for sale as a lot for $3500; however, since it did not sell, he broke up the 
set in 1942. A different account of the event is revealed in David Ganz’ report of a lecture by Eric P. Newman at the 1993 
ANA Summer Seminar: 

“...as a student at Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Cambridge, he met the famous Col. E.H.R. Green, 
whose collection of coins ultimately had most of the major rarities of the 20th century. And how, after Green’s death, he 


simply wrote to those handling the Green estate and asked whether he could buy a couple of bank notes from his native 
St. Louis. 

When he showed them to Burdette Johnson, a dealer in St. Louis (who [sic] Newman eulogized as the brightest 
numismatic mind he had ever met, knowledgeable about currencies from ancient times to the present), he learned that no 
one had ever before been able to tap into this huge property. 

He did, however, with Johnson providing the economic stake. Their deal: Newman could have his pick of the 
collection, and for each coin that he took, Johnson would take another of comparable value. 

And that is how Eric P. Newman obtained all five of the legendary 1913 Liberty 5-cent coins. He disposed of every 
one of them, too, when he concluded that the coin was a phony Mint product, manufactured primarily to appeal to 
collectors. 

... Newman probably sold them for less than $500 apiece through Johnson.” (COIN WORLD, David Ganz, August 2, 


1993, page 41) 


Photo 
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Whoever was the “owner” of the set there is no doubt that Mr. Newman (numismatic scholar, educator, co-author with Ken 
Bressett of The Fantastic 1804 Dollar and collector) was a friend of Mr. Johnson’s and they were partners in the negotiation 
for the set. Mr. Newman examined all five of the 1913 nickels as well as the case with its 1913 buffalo five-cent piece in 
copper or copper alloy and the Type I and Type II 1913 Buffalo nickels it held. Mr. Newman's descriptions of the five 1913 
nickels may be the only existing description of the five coins compared to each other. 
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In 1942 the coins were together as a set for the last time. Mr. Newman took his choice of the coins (assuredly the best 
of the lot) for his own (possibly Coin #1 from his list of descriptions), the leather case, and the following other items: one 
Buffalo nickel (Type I), one Buffalo nickel (Type II) and the Buffalo 5-cent piece in copper or copper-alloy (Type II)—all 
dated 1913. 

The last item listed —a 1913 Buffalo five-cent piece in copper or copper-alloy (Type II)— provides another interesting 
chapter in the history of the 1913 Liberty Head nickels as it was included in the leather case which housed the set when it 
transferred from Colonel Green to Burdette G. Johnson and Newman. In personal correspondence shared with the author 
the following is from a letter addressed to Mr. Newman from Don Taxay dated January 24, 1963. This portion is addressing 
a non-intrusive metallic analysis done for Mr. Taxay with Mr. Newman’s permission of the 1913 Buffalo 5-cent piece, to 
which Mr. Newman refers as “the Thing:” 

“... Your 1913 five-cent die trial is a great surprise! Its composition is 95% copper, 5% nickel and zinc in equal parts! 
Have you ever heard of such a thing? What would the Mint have been doing with this particular alloy? It would be 
interesting to test some 1913 cents and see how they compare, only I hesitate to trouble the Phillips people any further, 


as they went to great trouble .... I do not hesitate to conclude, however, that your piece is definitely die-struck and at the 
Mint.” (Personal Correspondence from Don Taxay to Eric P. Newman, January 24, 1963) 
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The copper 95%-nickel & zinc 5% 1913 buffalo five-cent piece which was included in the set has also been referred to 


as a pattern, and was later listed as Judd 1790. 
“FIVE CENTS. Regular dies trial piece. Type II. 
1790. Bronze—P.E. Experimental alloy: 95% copper, 5% nickel and zinc. 
Unique.” (United States Pattern, Experimental and Trial Pieces-Judd) 


Newman Photo 


with the buffalo pattern 


Another anecdote to be shared relates to the above copper piece. Printed in the NSM in the August 1953 issue, the 


following letter from James P. Randall: 
“I would like to add a few details to your story of the 1913 Liberty head nickel. I believe the late Mr. Johnson’s price 
was $1,000 less 10% to dealers. He retained the best specimen which had proof surface, until last and I am sure he 


obtained a much higher price for it. 

The 1913 Buffalo nickel was in bronze and not copper. Type I. Unfortunately it was a cast piece. I purchased it along 
with the entire stock of patterns and trial pieces from the executors of the estate. As I made my bit from a written 
description, I felt justifed in returning this piece for a pro rata refund which was duly received.” 


In a later inquiry Mr. Lee Hewitt, editor of the NSM, asked Mr. Newman in a letter dated December 5, 1963, quoted 


here in part: 
“The other evening I was searching back numbers for some info and ran into a letter of James P. Randall which 
stated that the Buffalo nickel in copper that was in the 1913 set was a casting. Inasmuch as you probably still have 
the case and coin—for my own information—not for publication—is it a struck or a cast piece?" (Letter courtesy of 


Eric P. Newman) 


Mr Newman responded in a letter dated December 17, 1963, quoted here in part: 


Dear Lee: 
“You asked me about the statement of James Randall that the Buffalo nickel, in copper, which was in the 1913 
Liberty Head nickel group was a casting. The one thing it isn’t, is a casting. I have the case and the coin, as you 


know. It is definitiely a struck piece. It is the type II variety.” (Letter courtesy of Eric P. Newman) 


There is no doubt whatsoever that the Buffalo nickel pattern which came with the set out of Colonel Green’s collection 
is a struck piece, type IT and of an alloy as described by Taxay after the analysis. The piece was viewed by Cindy Mohon, co- 
author of this book, in person in February 1995. 


Another of the coins went to F.C.C. Boyd (possibly coin #2 from the descriptive list). The remaining three 1913 
Liberty Head nickels to James Kelly (b. 4/20/1907, d. 12/27/1968) of Dayton, Ohio. Mr. Kelly worked with B.G. Johnson 
in St. Louis until he opened his own business. Kelly sold one (possibly coin #3) of the proof specimens for $1,000.00 to 
Dr. Conway A. Bolt (d. 1974), a resident of Marshville, North Carolina. Mr. Kelly sold the second of his three coins (pos- 
sibly coin #4 for $900 to Fred E. Olsen of Alton, Illnois. The last coin (almost certainly coin #5) for $900.00 to J. V. 


McDermott (b.1898?, d. 9/29/1966). 


Coin # 1 (Brilliant proof. Dent on obverse edge next to the second “1” in date. Dent on edge next to first “T” of 


“STATES” on reverse. 
This coin according to Eric P. Newman’s description of the five coins was the “best of the lot.’ Mr. Newman sold the 


coin to Abe Kosoff and Abner Kreisberg. It is Mr. Newman’s belief that this coin is the one which was eventually sold to the 
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Norweb’s and resides currently in the Smithsonian Institution; however, Mr. Kosoff wrote a letter which was published in 


Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine on August 1953 in which he states: 
“An interesting note on the 1913 nickels comes to me froma source close to B.G. Johnson. This party selected the best 


of the 5 coins for his own collection, and this specimen is now in the Eliasberg collection.” 


It is most likely that the finest of the set as selected by Mr. Newman was sold by Abe Kosoff and Abner Kreisberg to 
Louis Eliasberg. Although the author has been unable to confirm this coin’s whereabouts, it is believed to remain in the 


Eliasberg Family Collection. 


Coin #2 (Proof. Several slight lines in field opposite the twelfth star. High wire edge on reverse.) 

The second coin described by Eric P. Newman is believed to have been sold to F.C.C. Boyd in 1942; subsequently 
purchased by Abe Kosoff (could Mr. Kosoff have been confused about which coin went to Louis Eliasberg)? Abe Kosoff 
sold the coin to King Farouk for approximately $2750 which was less than the monarch had paid for the Olsen coin he 
purchased at B. Max Mehl’s auction of the coin in 1944. King Farouk is believed to have kept the Abe Kosoff coin, returning 
the Olsen coin to be sold again at auction in 1947. After King Farouk was deposed, the Republic of Egypt assumed owner- 
ship of the 1913 nickel. Although listed in a group lot of nickels (?!) in the Sotheby’s Palace Collections Sale (Spring of 
1954) it was sold separately to Abe Kosoff and Sol Kaplan for 1,300 Egyptian pounds. The coin was returned to the U.S. and 
sold privately to Ambassador and Mrs. R. Henry Norweb. In honor of their 60th wedding anniversary Ambassador and 
Mrs. R. Henry Norweb donated the 1913 nickel to the Smithsonian Institution. 
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Dr. V. Clain~Stefanelli 
Curator 

Division of Numismatics 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington, D.C. 205650 













My dear Dr. Stefanelli, 









It was good to hear your voice yesterday and to know all 


goes well with you and yours, 


This letter is to confirm our telephone conversation. 
The Norweb Collection woulc like to give the Smithsonian our 
Liberty heed 19243 nickel on the celebration of our 60th wedding 
anniversary. It seems fitting that it shouid come to rest in 
Weshington as my husband served over thirty years in the United 
States Diplomatic Service and retired with the permanent title 
of Ambassador. I, toc, am glad to see it there as one of the 
great issues of the mint whether by mistake or Gesign. 










We will be valuing the piece at $225,000 since this is 
an asking price which has been published by a dealer in the June 
Numismatist 1977 






Our son, Henry Norwek, Jr., will bring the coin to you 
when he finds out which date you will be there to receive it. 
Cur anniversery is Gectober 18th so I hepe you will not put the 
eoin on display before that déte. 








Any further details you wish tc know either telephone 
me or speak to my son whose address and telephone number are 
9535 Kirtland Chardon Road, Willoughby, Ohio 4LO9%, (216) 9St- 
eouu. 
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Again with all best wishes to you and your magnifi 





work. 








Sincerely yours, 


cae Ny oy — etd 


Mrs. R. Henry Norweb 





Letter courtesy of Alvira Clain-Stefanelli and The Smithsonian Institute 
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In a press release from the Smithsonian dated 8-31-78 states: 





SMITHSONIAN RECEIVES RARE 1913 NICKEL 






“A 1913 Liberty head nickel, one of the best known of rare American coins, has been added to the numis- 
matic collection at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of History and Technology. 

The Philadelphia Mint had planned to switch over to the Buffalo nickel at the beginning of 1913 after 
minting the Liberty head nickel since 1883. However, five Liberty head nickels dated 1913 were minted and 
over the years numerous stories have evolved as to why the coin was struck for that year. 

A copyrighted article in Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine in December 1971, recently described by Coin 
World as the best researched article on the coin, noted that the new design for the Buffalo-Indian Head nickel 
was slow in arriving at the mint. A schedule had to be kept, the article added, and it is assumed that the diemaker 
prepared dies for the 1913 Liberty head. Apparently, these dies were used to strike no more than five coins. 

One of these coins has now been added to the Smithsonian’s priceless collection. Vladimir and Elvira Clain- 
Stefanelli, curators of the Smithsonian’s Division of Numismatics, said that without the piece, the Smithsonian’s 
20th-century collection of United States coins would not be complete. 

The coins was donated by the Honorable and Mrs. R. Henry Norweb who presented it to the Smithsonian in 
commemoration of their 60th wedding anniversary... 

The coin will go on exhibit in conjunction with a ceremony scheduled for October 6, 1978, at which the 
Norwebs will be among those awarded the James Smithson Society’s Gold Medal for the effective ways they 
have helped the Smithsonian Institution in fulfilling its mandate.” 
(Press release provided courtesy of the Smithsonian Institution and Elvira Clain-Stefanelli) 






















Coin # 3 (Dull proof. Two slight lines in the field opposite the thirteenth star. Dot on neck opposite end of hanging 
curl.) 

One of the greatest mysteries affiliated with the 1913 nickels is connected with this coin. James Kelly purchased it 
from B.G. Burdette and Eric P. Newman. He sold it to Dr. Conway Bolt of Marshville, North Carolina. Dr. Bolt died in 1974. 
Bolt was an eclectic collector but had a preference for sets of proof coins. The larger portion of his collection was sold at 
Auction by Stack’s in 1966; and more of his coins were sold at auction by Pine Tree in 1975. None of the lots included the 
1913 nickel which he purchased from James Kelly. There have been two theories about the missing 1913 nickel. One 
account is that either Dr. Bolt or George O. Walton sold the coin to R. Reynolds and that it remains in the Reynolds Collec- 
tion. This has not been verified. In a recent article written for the January 1994 COINage, Paul M. Green reported that he 
received a note from Noah Reynolds, a grandson of R.J. Reynolds. The note requested more information about any link 
between R.J. Reynolds and the 1913 nickel. 


“When I [Paul M. Green] called, I figured his inquiry was motivated simply by a desire to learn more about his 
family’s coin. ... Was I in for a surprise! When I reached Noah Reynolds by phone, he explained that he never had 
heard anything about his family’s owning a 1913 nickel. 

...Reynolds offered to check with his father and do some investigating for me to see whether he could learn the 
whereabouts of this fifth 1913 nickel. 

A couple of weeks later, I called back—only to be greeted by news that the Reynolds family could not find the 
nickel. In fact, while not wanting to go on record, Noah explained to me that family members doubted they ever had 
owned the nickel. If they had, it was gone. 

The two likeliest scenarios—assuming R.J. Reynolds had owned it at one time—were that one of his ex-wives had 
taken it or that he had placed it in one of his many model ships. And the family was unwilling to destroy any of 


those ships in a search for a mere nickel.” 


So, is the missing 1913 nickel sailing the eternal seas as cargo in a finely crafted model ship? It would be a fitting 
chapter in a progression of enigmas. 

Or is the next tale the truth of it? In fairness, it must be shared with the reader that this version is strongly discounted by 
many of the dealers with whom the author has interviewed. The tale involves George O. Walton, sometimes called a collector 
and other times termed a dealer. Mr. Walton is believed by some historians to have traded a batch of Double Eagles to Dr. 
Bolt in exchange for the 1913 nickel. Some believe that even if he did trade for the nickel that he re-sold the coin and did not 
remain owner of it (as in the instance of the rumor that R.J. Reynolds had purchased the coin from G. O. Walton). Others 
believe that George had not ever owned or brokered a genuine 1913 Liberty head nickel; however, he was known to have 
carried Liberty head nickels—up to five at a time—that were altered to appear to be 1913’s. He apparently had these encased 
in the plastic holders with inscription and handed them out as an amusement. He would represent these altered coins as the 
genuine article. He also represented himself as having a considerable amount of research material related to the 1913 
nickels. Unfortunately his untimely death prevented any further exploration of his connection with the 1913 nickel. 
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Reported in a Missouri newspaper on March 10, 1962 






GEORGE WALTON, COLLECTOR OF COINS, KILLED IN CRASH 


MIDDLESEX, N.C., March 10 
(AP)—A nationally-known coin collector carrying his collection 
he valued at $250,000 was killed near here last night in a traffic 
accident. Middlesex Police Chief . E. Gilliam said that George 
Walton of Charlotte was killed in the head-on crash on U.S. 264. 
He said that Walton’s collection of valuable coins was placed 

in the custody of authorities. Walton was headed for Wilson, 
where he was to exhibit his collection, which included a 1913 
Liberty head V nickel Walton valued at more than $50,000. 

It is one of five such coins held by collectors. 













When Eric P. Newman requested of Mr. Walton’s heirs 
the opportunity to review the alleged research material, the 
family responded by asking Mr. Newman if he could per- 
sonally confirm Mr. Walton’s research file and his owner- 
ship of the 1913 Liberty head nickel! At the time of Mr. 
Walton’s death, he had a great collection of coins, currency, 
guns and other items. One of his specialties was Bechtler 
gold. His collection of coins and currency was sold by 
Stack’s in 1963 for a total of $874,836. The genuine 1913 
Liberty head nickel was not included in this sale. So the 
mystery continues... 

This coin must currently be listed as missing because 
there is no confirmed information available as to its where- 
abouts. 


ex» Bet 3°] 


Salem, Va. mH IS 3 
March 26, 1969 










Doar Mr. Newman: 







While looking through some letters, etc. belonging to my late brother, 
George Walton, I came across a letter from you relative to the 1913 

Liberty dead Nickéle. Some questions have arisen, and I was wondering 
4f I could prevail upon your time and kindliness to answer then. 








Tkd you ever see my brother's collection? tha Nickel? Stella gold? 
Is there a doubt in your mind as to the authenticity of the Nickel; 
if so, where is the fifth nickel? iid you ever see his mterial on 
the history of thia nickel? 












I'am enclosing an envelope for your reply, and any information will be 
greatly appreciated and rewarded, if profitable. 


Sincerely one 
VA (ge Se, 


(Mrs. Robt. RB.) 






ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 






6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 






Kerch 31, 1969 













Mrs. Robert 2. Givens (Letter courtesy of Eric P. Newman) 


Rt. 3, Box “327 
Selem, Virginia 2h153 


Dear Mrs. ae 


: We ere fully aware of the problem you have on 
hand and cen understand why you are doing s lot of investi- 
geting. “We presume the 1913. Liberty Head Wickel which 
George Watton ves opp eee to heve has never shown up. 


Coin #4 (Dull proof. Surface of reverse much brighter 
than obverse. Dot on neck above chin level next to 


In‘ answer to your specific questions, I cen 
atate thet I never ssw your brother's collection. I never 
saw in his possession the 1913 Liberty Head Mickel which 
he sllegediy owned. I know nothing whatever of the Stella 
about which you write. 


There was never sny doubt in my mind thet the 
nickel which he scquired was one of the five 1913 Liberty 
Hesd Wickels and I don't know where that nickel is now. 

I never had the opportunity of seeing his materisi on the 


history of the 1913 Liberty Head Nickel in apite of requesting 


it. 


Originally, ell five 1913 Liberty Heed Hickels 
were here in St. Lovis, in my possession. We still have 


the holder in which they were kept, We still have a couple 


eof the coins which vere in the holder with them. We slso 
have a@ lerge file on the history of the 1913 Liberty Head 
Wickel. 


There certeinly is 6 lot of mystery in your 
side of the situation and I presume that you sre investi-~ 
gating to see whether there is something unsavory in son- 
nection with the matter. 


We hope we have been helpful. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. HEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 
EPN /atb 


hair.) 

Mr. Olsen’s coin was the first of the set to be put 
in public auction. B. Max Mehl offered the coin in an 
auction in November 1944, The Fred E. Olsen Col- 
lection, and King Farouk entered a bid winning the 
coin at $3750.00 Later, King Farouk apparently ob- 
tained the F.C.C. Boyd 1913 nickel through a private 
sale brokered by Abe Kosoff. He wished to sell the 
Olsen coin and commissioned B. Max Mehl to resell 
the Olsen specimen. B. Max Mehl offered the coin 
in a second public auction in his Will W. Neil Collec- 
tion June 17, 1947. That coin sold to Edwin C. 
Hydeman for approximately $3750, the same amount 
that King Farouk had paid for it in 1944. It was noted 
that when the coin was next auctioned, it was only 


with extreme persuasion from Mr. Kosoff because Mr. 
Hydeman had a great deal of affection for the coin. It 
was auctioned in Los Angeles, CA in March 1961 in 





A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
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(Letter courtesy of Eric P. Newman) 
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Abe Kosoff’s Edwin M. Hydeman Collection of United States Coins, and the following description is catalogued for the coin: 


"This is a superb coin, sharply struck, as choice a specimen as could possibly be 
attained. It has been handled with the utmost care, a statement which, unfortunately, 
cannot be made of two of the pieces. This may be called the Olsen-Hydeman Nickel.” (Page 9) 


This Olsen/Farouk/Hydeman nickel proceeded through a series of sales and brokerages between dealers as follows: 
Hydeman to Abe Kosoff 
(Auction March 1961 The Edwin Hydeman Collection) Offered in 1972 by Kosoff in The Numismatist for 
$100,000. 
Abe Kosoff to World Wide Coins (John B. Hamrick, Jr. and Warren Tucker) Octobeer 3, 1972 $100, 000. 
This sale was publicized widely because the Idler Class III specimen of the 1804 dollar 
sold with the 1913 as a pair for $180,000 which made newspaper headlines and was entered in 
the Guinness Book of World Records. World Wide Coins displayed the 1913 nickel on tour at 
major conventions. In 1974 Hawaii Five-O starred the nickel in one of the television programs. 
World Wide Coins to Bowers and Ruddy 1/2 interest for $100,000 in late 1974. 
(Q. David Bowers in Spring of 1975 wrote seven full pages in the Rare Coin Review No. 22 with an 
excellent history of the 1913 nickels. Coin was priced at $300,000.00 in the Review.) 
WWC and Bowers and Ruddy to A-Mark 
A-Mark to R.L. Hughes who offered the coin at $225,000 in the June 1977 issue of The Numismatist. 
R.L. Hughes to Superior Rare Coin Galleries. 
Superior to Dr. Jerry Buss. 
Dr. Jerry Buss’ coin auctioned by Superior in January 1985. (Hammer bid was $380,000, 
$80,000 more than the 1804 Dollar in the same auction.) Purchaser was Mr. Reed Hawn. 
Reed Hawn coin auctioned by Stack’s in 1993 to Spectrum. 
(Bid was $875,000. Price of coin was $962,500 due to the 10% buyer’s fee of $87,500.) Spec- 
trum Numismatics International, a coin company in Santa Ana, CA, had earlier made head 
lines by purchasing the King of Siam proof set (with the 1804 Dollar) for $1,815,000. The 
selling price of the 1913 Liberty head nickel was only slightly less than the all-time American 
auction record for an individual coin. In Auction ’89 the Dexter specimen of the 1804 dollar 
sold for $990,000 which includes the buyer’s premium of 10%. An interesting sidenote to this 
auction is that it was Stack’s first time to auction a 1913 Liberty Head nickel. 


Coin #5. (Uncirculated. Dot in left center of neck at chin level.) 

This is perhaps the most popular of the 1913 nickels because it was displayed and exhibited and “handled” more than 
any of the other five coins. James Kelly sold this coin to J.V. McDermott, one-time steeple-jack and professional coin 
dealer. Scores of collectors and bystanders with no particular interest in coins have a similar tales to tell of a 1913 Liberty 
head nickel being handed to them casually in a plastic case to examine and hold. J.V. McDermott, who carried his “Miss 
Liberty” in his pocket, and willingly handed it down the bar for anyone who wished to have a close look. He was generous 
in his loan of the coin to produce a “drawing card” for club and coin shows. A man of self-admitted problems with liquor, 
McDermott was never faulted as a contributor to the hobby. He was offered considerable sums for his “Miss Liberty” which 
he frequently discussed in his coin ads; however, the offers were never high enough and the coin remained in his care until 
his death. His widow, Betts McDermott auctioned the coin at the ANA Convention in August 11, 1967. The auctioneer was 
the same man who had sold the coin to McDermott for $900 in 1942, James Kelly. He described the coin as follows: “This 
coin is in Uncirculated condition but does have a slight rough surface which existed at the time it was purchased and no doubt 
occurred in the striking.” 

James Kelly started the bidding on Lot number 2214 by stating to the excited crowd, “Ladies and Gentlemen: We are 
now going to start bidding on the 1931 nickel...” At the crowd’s startled response, he corrected himself, “You know that 
would be more rare than the 1913 because they didn’t make a ’31. We’re starting the bidding tonight on the 1913 nickel...I 
have $38,000...can I hear $40,000?” After a bid for $40,000 from Aubrey Bebee, James Kelly continued, “I have $40,000; 
can I get $42,000?” A bid of $45,000 was forthcoming from Abe Kosoff and Sol Kaplan, but the final bid went to Aubrey 
Bebee who purchased the coin for $46,000. An excited crowd took photos and had their catalogs autographed by Mr. and 
Mrs. Bebee, James Kelly and Betts McDermott. Mrs. McDermott died in Lubbock Texas on December 18, 1967 at the age 
of 64. The coin remained with the Bebees from 1967 until 1989 when they first loaned then made a permanent donation of 
it to the American Numismatic Association’s Money Museum. 


ee 


And there you have the pedigrees of the five 1913 Liberty head nickels. At the writing of this book, two are perma- 
nently ensconced in public institutional collections, one is in a private family collection, one is owned by a numismatic coin 
company, and the location of the fifth is a mystery (although notable numismatic dealers like to shake their heads knowingly 
and radiate an air of sophisticated secrecy when the topic of the “missing” coin is discussed.) 

And so the 1913 Liberty head nickels with a face value of 5 cents, of common metal, not even the royalty of gold or 
silver, journeyed within the boundaries of one single century from a value of $500 in 1919 to one having been auctioned in 
1994 for $962,500. These nickels, although clearly struck at the U.S. Mint, are not legal issue of the government—as the 
Liberty head coinage was discontinued in December of 1912. Tracing the source of these coins is a journey of both fact and 
imagination — the truth has not been revealed. Some of the story is verified. 


Samuel W. Brown, the man who unveiled the first 1913 Liberty head nickel at the 1920 ANA Convention, had adver- 
tised in the Numismatist in December 1919 and January 1920 that he wanted to BUY 1913 Liberty head nickels. The 
advertisements could have served several purposes: 1) To give him a “believable” source for the nickels he “subsequently” 
purchased and had in stock; 2) To set a beginning value for the coins; 3) To test the waters for the Treasury Department's 
reactions while he could still conceal the existence of the coins; and 4) To develop consumer interest in the coins so he could 
get the best price for them. 

It is obvious that Samuel W. Brown knew of the existence of the 1913 Liberty head nickels otherwise he would have 
had no reason to advertise his “willingness” to purchase them. Although many theories have been proposed as to his accom- 
plices, nothing definite has been proven about their identities or their roles in this numismatic scandal. Ed Reiter in a 1994 


COINage article states another interesting premise: 
“It is intriguing—and possibly instructive—to note that 1920, the year when Brown announced his 
“discovery,” marked the expiration of the seven-year statue of limitations for prosecuting anyone who 


might have removed the coins from the Mint in 1913.(Page 109, “Flirting with a Million” CO/Nage Vol. 29) 


The following is a chronological summary of the events prior to the first advertisement of the 1913 nickels: 

In approximately 1880 Samuel W. Brown was born in Brownstown, Pennsylvania. On 12-18-1903 Samuel W. Brown 
joined the staff at the Philadelphia Mint. His job description was initially that of assistant curator of the Mint Cabinet from 
hire date to 1907 and clerk/storekeeper into 1913. 

He was proposed for membership to the ANA in April 1906 by Dr. George F. Heath and Stephen Nagy. Dr. Heath was 
the founder of the A.N.A in 1891 and he had the ANA membership number 1. The membership drive was as intense then as 
now and it is probable that Dr. Heath—whao lived in Monroe Michigan, died in 1908 and ceased to hold an ANA office in 
1894—never met Mr. Brown. Mr. Stephen Nagy, however, is another matter altogether; and his name pops up fairly 
frequently, if mysteriously, in the saga of the the 1913 nickels. Mr. Nagy lived in Philadelphia. He is reputed to have close 
connections” at the Mint and was involved in private purchases of restrikes from those connections. Mr. Nagy was involved 


in the sale of two different varieties of 1877 pattern $50 gold pieces as reported in the July 1909 Numismatist : 
"The two unique United States 50-dollar gold coins, each of different design, which ave long been regarded as the 
rarest coins in the world by American __ coin collectors, were purchased a short time ago by William H. Woodin, 
of New York City, for $10,000 each, which figure by far exceeds all recorded high premiums paid for any coin ever 
sold. ... The coins were bought of John W. Haseltine and Stephen K. Nagy, the Phildelphia coin dealers, estab- 
lishing a new world’s record... These two gold coins have not been seen since the year of their mintage, 1877, and 
were supposed to have been melted up.” 
One report stated the government seized the gold patterns from Woodin. Another, that Woodin 
gave these patterns to the Mint Cabinet (on condition they never be destroyed) in exchange for 
several crates of duplicate patterns. It's possible both reports are true and Woodin made a deal 
with the Treasurer Department. 
Mr. Nagy had joined the ANA only six months earlier than Mr. Brown. In a letter to Don Taxay dated October 14, 1963, Mr 
Jack W. Ogilvie, states: 
“Regarding Samuel Brow’s [sic] tenure at the mint. My “morgue” card reveals that he was ANA member number 
808 and got the NUMIS at The Mint, Philadelphia. During 1912 and 1913 he was storekeeper. What this covered 
was not revealed. In Feb. 1914, his address was changed from the Mint to North Tonawanda, N.Y. where he became 
quite a civic minded citizen, and I think, left a family. There are NO RECORDS in the A N A publications as to 


WHY he left the mint...”(Personal correspondence received by Mr. Don Taxay from Mr Jack W. Ogilvie dated Oct. 14, 1963, 
Courtesy of Eric P. Newman) 


On November 14, 1913 Mr. Brown’s employment at the Philadelphia Mint was terminated whether voluntarily or not is 
unknown. He moved to North Tonawanda, N.Y. in 1913 and was employed with the Frontier Chocolate Company later 
associated with Pierce-Brown Company. He was not noted by any references to have been a known and active coin collector 
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or dealer. He retained his ANA membership. 

The next numismatically confirmed sighting of Mr. Brown occurs when he registered for the October 1919 Philadel- 
phia Convention. Subsequently he places the advertisement in the December 1919 Numismatist. Where and how Mr. Brown 
acquired the coins, whether he had a hand in their manufacture is not proven to date. The “coincidence” of his mint 
employment, his sponsorship by a Stephen Nagy, who had a reputation of cultivating mint employees and officers for his 
own gain, and the amazing ease that he managed to “locate” these five extraordinarily improbable coins would speak to his 
unethical involvement at the very least in the brokerage of the coins—and implies a great deal more collaboration in the 
removal and sale of illegally produced mint products. 

Samuel W. Brown was noted in his obituary from the Tonawanda Evening News as having retired in 1924. He had 


served as Mayor of North Tonawanda in 1932 and 1933. He was a Republican. 
“He was a member of Sutherland Lodge No. 826, F&A.M., of which he was past master. He served as district 
deputy grandmaster of the Niagra Oleans district and was a member of the Buffalo consistory, the Ismailia temple 
and the Shrine club of the Tonawanda.” 
“He died at the age of 64 at his home at 303 Goundry street at 5 pm on Saturday, June 17, 1944.... His widow, Carry 
B. Brown and a daughter, Mrs. George Brillinger, Cleveland, Ohio, survived. ...Burial took place in Brownstown.” 
(NSM, “Nickel Story Footnotes, Page 372) 


Mr. Newman contacted the daughter by telephone on July 30, 1962 and spoke with her about her father. He inquired 
if she knew the source of the 1913 Liberty head nickels. "She knew nothing. She had 20 coins [of her father’s collection?]. 
Her stepmother took the balance." 

Newman, in his letter to Coin World dated October 25, 1963 concluded the following: 


October 25, 1963 


Coin World 
Sidney, Qhio 


The 1913 Liberty Head Nickel opinions recently published in 
Coin World on October 25, 1963 indicate that the opinions of Don 
faxay and Lee Hewitt differ sudstantially. 


I velieve that I am entitled tc get into the melee because 
I still have the special leather case made for these nickels and 
formerly had the cpportunity to study all five coins at one tine, 


The important fact which I believe should be further empha- 
sized is that Samuel W. Brown, original owner of all five nickels, 
wap guilty of deceptive and misleading practices from which one 
could conclude that the coins were improperly or unlawfully acquired 
by hin. He worked for the Philadelphia Mint in various capacities 
from December 18, 1903 until his resignation on Wovember 1h, 1913. 
Although a coin colleetor and a member of the A.N.A. since 1906, 
he kept the nickels he obtained, secreted for seven years and told 
no one about them. He obviously feared a disclosure of then, He 
then advertised in the Nuaismatist, beginning in December, 1919, 
to buy for $500,(then $600), 1913 Liberty Head Wickels which were 
then unknewn and which he knew no one else could have. hy should 
he want to buy such a coin when he aiready had five of than. To 
say that he wanted to know if there were cthersoutatanding would 
make his advertisement dishonest as he had no intention of buying 
another in any event. The advertisement was obvicusly a deceotive 
price build up for the pieces he possessed. 


In the gummer of 1920 he showed the pieces, privately, in 
the special case at the Chicago A. i. A. Convention and said that 
the disclosure was off the record - another admission of something 
being wrong with their origin. When asked, he did not disclose 
how he had obtained then, 


One of the nickels was exhibited at the convention, accord- 
ing to the October, 1920 Numismatiat. One man is stiil living who 
saw all of them, in 1920, and heard Brown's comment about keeping 
quiet about them. 


The foregoing actions of Brown are sufficiently deceitful 
to permit one to conclude that the coins were not acquired properly 
by him and that he knew it. 


ERIC P,. NEWMAN 


‘ee 





Letter courtesy of E.P. Newman 





The role of the Mint and the Mint employees in the manufacture of the most famous of American numismatic items is 
perhaps the greatest mystery of all. And, in truth, the 1913 Liberty head nickels have captured the imagination of the 
American public in a way not equaled by any other coins except possibly another set of imposters, the 1804 dollars. 
Technically the 1913 Liberty head nickels do not exist as U.S. coinage because they were not authorized. The history of the 
development of the Buffalo nickel and the termination of the Liberty head five cents is as follows: 

In 1910, the first year (1884 + 25 = 1909) in which the Liberty head nickels would have been eligible to a change of 
design under the terms of the Law of 1890—which prohibited the introduction of new designs for any denomination more 
often than 25 years Charles E. Barber prepared a new nickel design featuring a portrait of Washington. The patterns from the 
trial models were dated 1910. It had become a matter of pride to Barber to provide the artistry for this new coin largely 
because five new coin designs from 1905 to 1910 had been done by outside artists. 

In 1911 the Secretary of the Treasury Ian McVeagh was encouraged by his son Eames to consider his opportunity to 
make a permanent mark on U.S. coinage by having the five-cent piece re-designed. McVeagh pressed forward with the idea, 
although he seemed to have some ambivalence, because the plans and approvals progressed very slowly. He approved a 
design which had been submitted by James Earl Fraser in midsummer of 1912. There were a great many delays and re- 
designs that were related to the objections of a vending company which complained bitterly through their attorneys and 
political contacts that the new design would destroy their business because the new design would not work in their machines. 
Fraser and the Mint employees were put through several frustrating sessions as Fraser was instructed to cooperate with the 
vending company. As 1912 was drawing to a close, it may have appeared to the chief engraver. the chief coiner and other 
mint staff that the 1913 Buffalo would not be approved and functional as a working coinage production. In any case, R.W. 
Julian reports: 

“In the fall of 1912 the engraver’s department made the usual preparations for the 1913 coinage by beginning the 
process by which the dies of 1913 were made and distributed to the Mints. A set of Proof dies for the 1913 coinage 
was made (probably in mid-November) and stored in the engraver’s department for use during the coming January. 
Chief Engraver Charles E. Barber supervised his workmen as the executed an order for 10 sets of 1913 Liberty Head 
dies for the Mint at San Francisco. The date of the order is not presently known, but the dies were duly shipped from 
Philadelphia on Nov. 25, 1912 and received in California early in December long before they would need to be used 
for actual striking of 1913 5-cent coins.” 


The Denver die shipment went out in December but it did not include any 5-cent dies. 
“Tt may be that Denver officials had some advance warnings that the Liberty Head design would not be coined in 
1913.” (Julian) 


On December 13, 1912, George E. Roberts, Director of the Mint, instructed the Superintendent of the Philadelphia 
Mint, John H. Landis, to, “Do nothing about five cent coinage for 1913 until the new designs are ready for use.” Landis 
received those exact orders on Monday December 16, 1912, and in the normal course of events would have relayed the 
instructions to the appropriate persons in his staff. Steps were taken to recall the Liberty Head dies from San Francisco and 
the 10 pairs were returned “as early as Dec. 23.” There are no known coins from the San Francisco dies and it is believed they 
were defaced immediately; or at the latest, they would have been destroyed in the first week of January 1913 at the annual 
die destruction. 

It was procedure for that the Proof dies were in the safekeeping of the chief engraver until the proof coinage would be 
required. 

“In actual practice...the responsibility for Proof coinage was shared jointly between the engraving and the coining 
departments.” (R.W. Julian) 


Since the annual destruction of the dies was scheduled to occur in the first week of January and the highest probability 
was that any dies remaining would be defaced at the latest by that date, the most likely hypothesis is that Samuel W. Brown, 
who logically is connected to the coinage because he knew it existed and therefore either participated in its mintage or in its 
removal from the Mint—or both. It would seem unlikely that he would not have been able to accomplish this alone. He 
would not have had access to the vaults with the dies or the coin presses; therefore requiring at least the assistance of one 
person from engraving or coining departments, perhaps both. Given the above time frames, unless a set of Proof dies was 
concealed for minting coins at a later date, which is improbable, the conspirators would have had to mint the coins sometime 
between mid-November and the first week in January. 

The often expressed theory that the five coins were trial dies and that they were legitimately produced for that purpose 
was thoroughly examined by Don Taxay, and his documentation would discount that theory. 

On January 18, 1913, the Director again instructed the Superintendent at Philadelphia Mint about the five cent pieces: 
“Do nothing about any coinage at Philadelphia until you receive formal instructions to that effect.” 
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Formal authority for the commencement of nickel coinage in calendar year 1913 was sent to the Superintendent of the 
Mint on February 19, 1913. 

The official coinage register of the Bureau of the Mint shows no nickel coinage was produced from January | until 
February, 1913. Coinage of the new design, the Frazier Indian head/Buffalo five cent piece, began on February 21st in 
Philadelphia, February 24th at Denver and March 3rd in San Francisco. 

Eva Adams, Director of the Mint, states in correspondence dated July 3,962, 
“Our official coinage register reflects no production of Liberty Head nickels in 1913 and it is obvious ... that none 
was authorized.” (Courtesy of Eric P. Newman) 

So, the 1913 Liberty head nickel is at the least an unauthorized striking. There is no doubt from any of the researchers 
and numismatists that they were struck at the Mint and that the dies that were prepared by Mint employees; however the Mint 
provides no legal justification or explanation for these coins whatsoever. Whatever the source, they have become one of the 
most loved and admired of American numismatic pieces; and they have formally been accepted as legitimate items of 
American history on display for public admiration in the Smithsonian and in the American Numismatic Association Money 
Museum. 


Our thanks to Eric P. Newman for interviews,documentation and personal photos for this article. 
And to Elvira Clain-Stefanelli and the Smithsonian Institution for the Norweb letters. 
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A Chat With Royalty — The 1913 Liberty Head Nickel 


It was 1994-- many years after the birth of the 1913 nickel that we met. I was a little in awe in her presence but not so much 
that I was tongue tied-- so I asked-- and was granted an interview. For 81 years old she didn’t look too bad but I could tell 
she had been around and not all of her past admirers had been gentlemen. I had a seat... she preferred to stand... and started 


my few questions. 


Miss Liberty Head, you’ve lived through two world wars and several other conflicts; you’ve seen feeble attempts at flight 
turn to jet craft and space flight; women finally arrived on both the human and political scene; medicine advanced to 
hitherto unknown plateaus; and I could go on and on. But we’re here to talk about you and your feelings. Where would you 


like to start? 


“T read the other day where a publication called me the ‘King’ of the Liberty Head Nickels. 
We'll really, my dear, I do think there is a difference.” 


Yes, [agree. And a nice difference I must admit. 
“I mean, just check my tiara and hair-do if in doubt.” 


I'll be glad to tell your story. You know there are so many issues and dates loosely given royalty names I wondered how you 
felt about them. And how you would like to be known by your admirers. 


“Honey, let’s just say you may tell me I look ‘like a million bucks’ now that my true self has 
been recognized; and, I won't even quibble with you over small change. 

But really, the ‘King’ of Liberty Head Nickels is rather degrading and sexist for my position, 
don't you think?” As to my preference for aname, I should think The Queen of Numismatics 
would be most appropiate. 


I see your point. How do you feel about your compadre, The Little Princess? Does she present any real competition in your 
ascent to the throne? 


"My goodness, you are naive. She is a princess after all, and I do admit she is ‘cute,’ but as 
real competition...never!” 


Good point. Now the final question. There are those who wonder how you came to be—you know-- all the secret stuff? 


“Yes, they do wonder, don’t they? I promised I’d never tell all about my creation. But, maybe 
Just a little bit wouldn't hurt. As you know I was created the same year as that ‘creature,’ the 
Bison, was selected to take my place in history. As I sat there on my little die this nice man picked 
me up in admiration and as he put me in the vault—never to appear again—I whispered in his ear. 

“I could be your Queen....your opportunity to make numismatic history.” Course, getting rich 
and known for something besides a ‘grunt’ at the Mint was probably what swayed him. But, 
whatever, it worked, and now Lam the Queen. 


I admit I have been treated rather shabbily in the past—no respect. And being passed around in 
a common bar, of all things, was just too much. 
But I outlived them all. Now when I hear the envious voices say “She looks like a million bucks!” 


I just smile and whisper ‘you’re a little short, gentlemen’.” 


Gloria Peters 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Cindy Mohon May 15, 1995 
14252 Culver, No. 490 
Irvine, CA 92714 


Dear Cindy: 

The kind things you said in your May 6, 1995 letter are very 
much appreciated. I was glad to furnish you with data on your 
visit to St. Louis. You have such great enthusiasm for your 
research. 


I am pleased that you have submitted to me the draft of your 
well written article about the 1913 Liberty Head nickel and your 
desire to be accurate. You asked for a prompt reply and my 
suggestions for changes are as follows: 


Page 1 The ad in The Numismatist of December 1919 should 
stand alone. The CW text of April 22, 1987 may be separately 
stated elsewhere but not under the ad as that distracts from 
its impact. 


Page 1, line 21. Use "a" instead of "the". 
Page 1, line 24. Use "inaccurate" instead of "invalid". 


Page 2, line 1. Conference should be Convention. Strike out 
"after the Convention" and put in "thereafter". 


Page 2, line 2. Mehl never spent any million. Soften it 
somehow so it isn’t presented as a fact. 


Page 2, line 8. Eliminate "in imitation of 1913’s". You 
already said the dates were altered. 


Page 3, line 15. Is it before or after his mother’s death? 


Page 3, line 19. St. Louis Stamp and Coin Company - not as 
written. 


Page 5, line 2. You could mention that in the new pattern 
book by Pollock that he omits the copper 1913 Buffalo as a 
pattern and ignores the 1913 Liberty Heads entirely. Please 
check this for accuracy. 


Page 5, line 6. James Kelly did not work with Johnson at any 


time and did not ever live in St. Louis. He was a dealere 
customer from Ohio I believe. Art Kelly was a St. Louis 
dealer and had nothing to do with the nickels. 

Page 7, paragraph 2. Kelly negotiated the purchase with 
Johnson. 

Page 13;Line '6. Typo 1962 


These suggestions are an off hand check for accuracy in 
a quick reading. I do not want to affect your style or your 
opinions. You have a very potent presentation. Please send the 
next page proof to me. 


See you in Anahein. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
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Researchers identify new hub 


for Liberty Hea 





SECOND REVERSE, designated 
Hub B, was used from 1883 into 1901, 
when it was replaced with Hub C. 





d 5¢ reverse 


By Gloria Peters and Cindy Mohon 
Special to COIN WORLD 

Anew reverse hub for the Liberty 
Head 5-cent coin has been discovered by 
the authors while researching material 
for a new book on Shield and Liberty 
Head 5-cent coins. 

There is only one known master hub to 
date for the Liberty Head obverse, al- 
though there are many repunched date 
varietiés and more being discovered in 
the course of time. 

The reverse design, however, has long 
been known for two distinct hubs: what 
is called the No CENTS reverse, Or Hub A, 
and the With CENTS hub, or Hub B. 

The Hub A reverse was the first used in 
1883, with Hub B used later that year. 

The center of the coin displays a large 
serifed Roman Numeral V partially en- 
circled with a wreath of wheat ears, cot- 
ton bolls, corn ears and maple leaves 
which are tied gracefully with a bow at 
the bottom. The wreath is surrounded by 
the legend UNITED STATES OF AMERICA in 
larger letters at the top and E PLURIBUS 
UNUM at the bottom with smaller letters. 

When the coin was introduced to the 
public, its slight resemblance ‘to the de- 
sign typically used on the gold $5 half 
eagles and the lack of a denominational 
value encouraged con artists to gold 
plate the coins and defraud storekeepers. 
A public outcry in Chief Engraver James 
Longacre’s modification of the master 
hub to add the word cents to the reverse. 

On the Hub B reverse the word CENTS 
was added at the bottom of the coin sep- 
arated from UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
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OLD REVERSE HUB, shows the leaf far from the V of the denomination, top, 
and the AM of AMERICA are joined, bottom. The design is designated Hub B. 


102 


COIN WORLD, Monday, November 6, 1995 


ry Collectors’ 
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“Enriching coin collecting through knowledge” 
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by two dots. The motto was removed to 
the top of the wreath and circles grace- 
fully, if a little crowded below the leg- 
end. 

Diagnostics for the Hub B reverse in- 
clude: AM in AMERICA touch at the right 
foot of the A and the left foot of the M. 
The last leaf on the left side of the 
wreath which dangles above the left arm 
of the V is far from the serif of the V. 

This hub can be found on most 1883s, 
all 1884 though 1900 coins and on some 
1901s. 

The newly discovered hub is found on 
some 1901s and all of the subsequent 
years (at least in all of the specimens ex- 
amined). Hub C has the same overall de- 
sign as Hub B except that the AM of 
AMERICA no longer touch, and the leaf 
above the left arm of the V is near the 
serif. 

Unlike the Shield 5-cent coins, the Lib- 
erty Head series has not been explored in 
depth for engraving and date punch vari- 
eties in the past. The series is ripe for a 
lot of “cherry picker” discoveries, asiia- 
dicated by our discovery that the hub 
was changed in 1901. 

It’s remarkable that the existence of a 
third reverse hub was not known, despite 
it being introduced 94 years ago. What 
else awaits researchers? 

DLRC Press of Virginia Beach, Va., is 
publishing the author’s recently complet- 
ed book, The Complete Guide to Shield 
and Liberty Head Nickels. The release is 
set for Nov. 1. (See “New Books,” Page 
46, for details.) 
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NEW REVERSE HUB, above. 
shows the leaf near the V of the de- 
nomination, top, and the AM of AMERICA 
separated, middle. The discovery is 
designated Hub C. 
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Gloria Peters became interested in nt 
mismatics in the 1980s. Cynthia Moho 
has has a lifetime interest in collectible 
They operate P & M Rare Coins as cc 
owners. Mohon hopes to continue he 
numismatic research. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Ms. Cynthia Mohon November 10, 1995 
P & M Rare Coins 

14252 Culver, No. 490 

Irvine, CA 92714 


Dear Cynthia: 


It came. All 214 pages. Thank you. Will the authors please 
stand up. 

You and your partner set a high standard for a goal and you 
attained it. All it took was enthusiasm, dedication and work work 
work. Your photographs are excellent. Even the copper in the 
nickels is proud of you. 

It was a pleasure for us to be of some help to a project like 
this. What is your next endeavor as now you have the satisfaction 
of enjoying true scholarship ? 

Anytime you need numismatic facts on anything please let us 
try to be of help. We truly enjoy the proper usage of our files, 
library and collection. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 





BOWERS AND MERENA____ 
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December 12, 1995 





Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


I hope this jetter finds aii weil with you, Evelyn and the family. Best wishes a few 
days in advance for a Happy Hanukkah. : 


The enclosed announcement may be of interest. This is a draft for a news release 
that will appear in print some time early in 1996, probably in January, but the 
timing has not yet been formulated. 


In connection with the project, I will be writing the biography of Louis Eliasberg, 
Sr. realizing that his 1913 Liberty Head nickel—considered to be the finest of the 
five—came from you through Abe Kosoff, I wonder if you might have some 
anecdotes, recollections, or anything else involving this particular coin. On a 
broader scale, if you would care to send a few paragraphs of reminiscences of any 
contacts you may have had or recollections concerning Mr. Eliasberg, I’d be happy 
to consider these as well. 


Probably more than just about anyone else of his generation, he did a tremendous 
amount of sharing—making his collection available for exhibit. At the Smithso- 
nian Institution it is said that more than a million and a half people viewed the 
coins. 


ASA ee ee ee H 
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Q. David Bowers 
QDB/mk 


Enclosure: News Release 


Since 


PS: Please share this with Bernie Edison as well. There will be some nice early 
coppers in the collection. Right now the half cents are in our bank and I am 
working on the biography, but I’ll be getting to the half cents within a few weeks. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, emu i ry 15 > 1996 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Bowers & Merena 

P.O. Box 1224 ' 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 - 


Dear Dave: 


You asked me if I had any contact with Eliasberg. He never contacted 
me. I never contacted him. We never met and probably should have. 


As to the 1913 Liberty Head nickel matter, I was telephoned by Abe Kosoff 
in the late 1940s and he said he would be in St. Louis on the way east 
and wanted to see me. He arrived and wished to see my 1913 nickel holdings. 
I believe my mentor, B.G. Johnson, had died by then. I showed Kosoff 
the special black leather case with 8 circular slots of nickel size 

and opened it up to show him my 1913 Indian head nickel in copper, my 
1913 normal uncirculated Indian head nickel, and the 1913 Liberty Head 
nickel I had retained. He was a smooth talker and told me he thought 

he could get me a big price for the Liberty Head. I told him that even 
though I thought it was a fake, I really didn't want to sell anything. 
He used his customary convincing charm and knew Johnson had sold other 
1913 Liberty Head nickels for $500 each and he would give me $2500. 

I felt at that time that fakes should not be sold for any price and 

told him that as a matter of principle, I would not buy fakes but would 
only accept them as gifts for my research. I told him that he knew 

the story of their creation and told him that Johnson and I had shocked 
Mehl by showing Mehl all the 1913 Liberty Head nickels because Meh] 

had never before seen any at all but had advertised vigorously for them. 
Kosoff continued his persuasiveness, and I being young and innocent 
succumbed to the sale. 


I never learned to whom Kosoff sold my nickel for many years. I reported 
it as a capital gain but in hindsight it was a real capital loss for 

me. The 1913 Indian head 5 cent piece which didn't interest Kosoff 

I thought might be copper plated over an ordinary nickel, but-when it 

was subsequently tested, it was found to be copper throughout. That 

made up for my moment of weakness. I am glad that others get major 
satisfaction out of owning 1913 Liberty Head nickels. 


I had the pleasure of buying all five 1913 Liberty Head nickels from 
the Estate of Col. E.H.R. Green, studying them and researching their 
history. I also learned it was more fun for me to buy than to sell 
coins. 


I hope this episode has been informative and congratulate you on being 
selected to auction the balance of the Eliasberg collection. 
Your friend, 


Eric Newman 


EPN: bv 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, saab tra ry 15, 1990 
5] 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 

Bowers & Merena 

P.O. Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 Ri 


Dear Dave: 


You asked me if I had any contact with Eliasberg. He never contacted 
me. I never contacted him. We never met and probably should have. 


As to the 1913 Liberty Head nickel matter, I was telephoned by Abe Kosoff 
in the late 1940s and he said he would be in St. Louis on the way east 
and wanted to see me. He arrived and wished to see my 1913 nickel holdings. 
I believe my mentor, B.G. Johnson, had died by then. I showed Kosoff 

the special black leather case with 8 circular slots of nickel size 

and opened it up to show him my 1913 Indian head nickel in copper, my 
1913 normal uncirculated Indian head nickel, and the 1913 Liberty Head 
nickel I had retained. He was a smooth talker and told me he thought 

he could get me a big price for the Liberty Head. I told him that even 
though I thought it was a fake, I really didn't want to sell anything. 

He used his customary convincing charm and knew Johnson had sold other 
1913 Liberty Head nickels for $500 each and he would give me $2500. 

I felt at that time that fakes should not be sold for any price and 

told him that as a matter of principle, I would not buy fakes but would 
only accept them as gifts for my research. I told him that he knew 

the story of their creation and told him that Johnson and I had shocked 
Mehl by showing Mehl all the 1913 Liberty Head nickels because Mehl 

had never before seen any at all but had advertised vigorously for them. 
Kosoff continued his persuasiveness, and I being young and innocent 
succumbed to the sale. 


I never learned to whom Kosoff sold my nickel for many years. I reported 
it as a capital gain but in hindsight it was a real capital loss for 

me. The 1913 Indian head 5 cent piece which didn't interest Kosoff 

I thought might be copper plated over an ordinary nickel, but-when it 

was subsequently tested, it was found to be copper throughout. That 

made up for my moment of weakness. I am glad that others get major 
satisfaction out of owning 1913 Liberty Head nickels. 


I had the pleasure of buying all five 1913 Liberty Head nickels from 
the Estate of Col. E.H.R. Green, studying them and researching their 
history. I also learned it was more fun for me to buy than to sell 
coins. 


I hope this episode has been informative and congratulate you on being 
selected to auction the balance of the Eliasberg collection. 
Your friend, 


Efic Newman 


EPN: bv 
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January 19, 1996 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for your letter of January 15th. Unfortunately (or perhaps 
fortunately!) I did finish the manuscript, and as | don’t consider the 1913 Liberty 
nickel to be a “fake,” although it certainly is not a business strike regular issue, | 
wouldn’t have wanted to have quoted this anyway. 


In general, my philosophy is that when a coin is given its proper background—as 
you did with the 1804 silver dollar—it is in its own right a numismatic 
collectible. I wouldn’t use the word “fake” unless it were an electrotype or some 
forgery made outside of the Mint. One might take the technical position that 
nothing made within the Mint could be fake, because the Mint origin would give 
it the status of not being so. I recall reading a debate about this among ancient 
coinage in which the coinage of a particular emperor of Rome was debased and 
was called “counterfeit” or something like that by a writer, whereupon the 
response was that if this emperor issued it, debased or not, it automatically wasn’t 
counterfeit. 


As a matter of fact I rather enjoy unusual pieces, and for a long period of time 
the 1884 and 1885 trade dollar, neither of which was made in quantity as you 
know, have been among my very favorite United States coins. I also like the 
1804 dollar. 


I am going to give you a complimentary copy of the Eliasberg book when it 
comes out, and I suppose if I had received your letter a week or so ago, I would 
ask permission to edit it somewhat. Anyway, it was interesting to read your 
thoughts. I did not know that you were not aware of the ultimate buyer of the 
nickel. 


LLL 
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Changing the subject completely, the other day we came across a 1795 silver 
dollar—which will be offered in our March auction—which has a mint-inserted 
plug. It also has adjustment marks. This is a bit of a puzzlement as it goes 
somewhat against what Ken Bressett and I had early postulated. I suppose it is 
possible that the coin was adjusted down too far, and then had its weight raised 
again (the adjustment marks are not in the area of the plug, so at least they don’t 
cross the plug). 


Anyway, this mystery continues. 
Eric, thank you again. 
All the best. 


Sincerely, 


Q. David Bowers 
QDB/tsm 


cc: Chris Karstedt (for implementation of gift copy of book) 
Ray Merena with original letter 
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As far as Bay Area counterfeits are concerned, I personally feet that these coins are struck fakes. 
However, I do not necessarily agree with Rick Montgomery that the dies are transfer or impact dies. I feel 
the dies were prepared by either the spark erosion method or some form of casting (the numerous “pebbles” 
on these coin’s surfaces certainly makes this seem likely). As noted above, Rick Montgomery wrote the 
three chapters about counterfeits. I did give Rick a call and he teplied that because of the doubling seen on 
several of the half cents and large cents, he felt that the dies had been made by the transfer or impact 
method. This seems possible and I understand his position also. (He conceded the fact that the dies could 
be cast or spark erosion — the “bubbly” surface is hard to explain from the impact die method, just as the 
doubling is hard to explain by casting!) Obviously, more research is needed on these fakes. There are very 
few times that I disagree with something you have said or written, but I do not think the coins themselves 
are cast. (I believe they are struck because of the repeating depressions and “bubbles” which would not be 
constant on individually cast pieces.) I do not think I have seen any of the fake colonials you referred to in 
your letter, obviously they may indeed be cast pieces. Jack Beymer was one of the first individuals to 
identify these coins 10-15 years ago (the half cents, large cents, Indian cents, etc.), so perhaps he has some 
information on their origin. I will ask him at the Long Beach show in October and will let you know what 
he has to say. The reason they are called Bay Area counterfeits is only because they appeared there. They 
certainly could have been produced elsewhere. (Rick and I both agree, however, that they are struck fakes, 
just the method of die manufacture is in question.) 


I certainly am glad that I now have time to do research and writing. I have two children (10 and 
13) and, as stated earlier, I have had to earn a living by being a dealer/grader until now. With my new 
freedom (I also am in charge of the Daily Price Guide on the internet for Coin-Universe), I am able to do 
many non-commercial things I have wanted to do for years. Getting paid for doing this is the “enabler” for 
me to support my family and pursue my first love — writing. (From the length of this letter that is obvious!) 


Becoming friends with you is “icing on the cake” for this job. I would love to come to St. Louis 
sometime (its only a five-hour drive) and “talk” coins with you. Hopefully, someday we can arrange this. 
Writing letters is informative but face-to-face talks have always been my favorite method of coin research. 
I have spent countless hours (usually at night after coin shows) talking with such luminaries as Kam 
Ahwash, Jack Collins, Walter Breen, Jimmy Hayes, David Hall, Bruce Amspacher, etc. I started collecting 
in the mid-1950s but as a kid with little money, could not travel very far. My father was also a collector 
and we had a small mail order business in the 1950s mainly advertising in Numismatic News classified ads 
(3 different Indian Head cents for 35 cents, etc.). Of course, there was:no Coin World until 1960! I did 
attend a few coin shows in the 1950s including one in Greenville, Mississippi where a 1913 Liberty Head 
nickel was exhibited (I believe you know a little about these as you handled some of them (all?) from the 
B.G. Johnson estate). J.V. McDermott, who had carried his example around in his pocket for years (worn 
to EF or slightly less), sent this rarity by registered mail to Dr. D.C. Montgomery for this exhibition. When 
I saw the guard — balding some form of antomatic weapon — st:nding next to the 1913 nickel exhibit, I was 
in awe! This ten-year old, already hooked on coins, was in numismatic heaven! I really wish I could have 
met Mehl, Raymond, and others but we have no control over our dates of birth! I am sure you have great 
stories about many of the luminaries about whom I have only read — and heard the stories of Breen and 
others. 


Looking forward to hearing from you again. 


Sincerely, 


x ) yyoP 
Pd 


UV 


JD 


P.S. I got your 3™ letter today (I had better finish this one and mail it before I get your 4"!). Anyway, | 
asked Rick Montgomery to provide you with photos of a bogus 1852 Assay Office $10. However, upon 
quizzing him, he could not remember seeing a $10 dated 1852. I personally have seen dozens of the 
Franklin hoard 1853 $20 coins but never a 1852 Assay $10 that I qtfestioned. I think I questioned Rick 
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[Excerpt from nickel article/Coin World, April 1987] 

All of the above brings us to the most famous Liberty Head nickel of all: 1913. B. Max Mehl 
spent a fortune advertising to buy a genuine 1913 “V’ nickel but never found one, at least not at 
the $50.00 level. He did not expect to, of course, and simply used the 1913 advertisement as a 
come-on to attract people into collecting coins or selling their collections to him for re-sale to 
other collectors. 

In the fall of 1912 the engraver’s department made the usual preparations for the 1913 
coinage by beginning the process by which the dies of 1913 were made and distributed to the 
mints. A set of proof dies for the 1913 nickel was made first (probably in mid-November) and 
stored in the engraver’s department for use during the coming January. 

Chief Engraver Charles E. Barber supervised his workmen as they executed an order for ten 
sets of 1913 Liberty Head dies for the Mint at San Francisco. The date of the order is not 
presently known, but the dies were duly shipped from Philadelphia on November 25, 1912, and 
received in California early in December, long before they would need to be used for actual 
striking of 1913 nickels. Denver dies were mailed to that institution on December, but the 
shipment did not contain any dies for five cent pieces. It may be that Denver officials had some 
advance warnings that the Liberty Head design would not be coined in 1913 

At this point it is necessary to explain the how and why of proof coinage. All proof coins 
were struck on an hydraulic press purchased by the mint in 1894 and installed in the coiner’s 
department. In 1901 the striking of proofs and medals was returned to the authority of the 
engraver’s department for the first time since 1873, and it was still there in late 1912. In actual 
practice, however, the responsibility for proof coinage was shared jointly between the engraving 
and coining departments. 

Proof coins were supposed to be struck on carefully selected blanks and then inspected by 
several different persons to make certain that they were of the highest quality possible. An 
ordering clerk in the medal department actually oversaw the selling and shipping of proof coins 
and medals to collectors. 

Because nickel was still a difficult metal to work with, it was necessary to use several proof 
dies for even a small coinage of such pieces. Normally, proofs were struck twice to bring out all 
the detail but it seems possible that the five cent piece was struck three times in some years in 
order to achieve as fine as possible a result. The Liberty Head nickels of 1912 were of the old 
type, that is to say they had brilliant fields and frosted devices as is being done again today in 
the 1980s. 

Until actually used for coinage, all proof dies were kept ini the custody of the engraver. It can 
safely be assumed that the engraver delegated the authority to handle the proof dies to just one 
person, who was then responsible for seeing to it that needed proof coins for sale to collectors 
were struck in plenty of time and in sufficient quantities. 

As early as the first week of December, the rumor about a new coinage of five cent pieces 
was becoming so persistent that Superintendent Landis of the Philadelphia Mint wrote Director 
Roberts inquiring on the matter with a particular request to know if the Liberty Head design 
would be used in 1913. The Director’s answer was received in Philadelphia on Monday, 
December 16 and as of that date, those officials at the parent Mint needing to know would have 
been told of the plans for the change in design. 

Once the news had reached the proper ears, steps were taken to recall the Liberty Head dies 
from San Francisco. The ten pairs sent to the western Mint arrived back at Philadelphia as early 
as December 23, which may mean that Landis had telegraphed instructions. The 10 pairs of 
1913-S five cent dies were almost certainly defaced immediately upon their return, though this 
might just barely have waited for the annual die destruction in the first week of January. The 
precise date of defacement is of moot interest since, so far as is known at present, no strikings 
were made from these dies. 

Whatever the exact course of events in connection with the San Francisco dies, the engraving 
department and coining department still held a form of joint custody over the 1913 proof nickel 
dies. It is not quite clear just how dies would been kept under such circumstances but one would 
think that the engraving department would have had physical possession of the dies, since they 
would not normally be issued for use until the new year. 








When word filtered down about the new design for 1913, at least one individual working at 
the Mint was determined to have specimens of the 1913 Liberty Head coinage. The dies were 
liable to destruction at any time and would certainly have been destroyed by the first week of 
January 1913 regardless of circumstances. Time was of the essence. 

It has generally been claimed that a storeroom employee at the Mint, Samuel W. Brown, was 
solely responsible for the 1913 Liberty Head nickels, but this is not possible. It may just be 
possible that, as a storeroom employee, he had access to the 1913 Liberty Head nickel dies, but 
this did not give him access to the coining department where the actual striking must have been 
done. Someone in the engraving or coining departments - or both - must have been involved with 
the special clandestine striking. 

With speed being essential, there is a fair chance that the 1913 Liberty Head nickels were 
struck as early as December 17 or 18 and certainly not too much later than that. The striking 
was done hurriedly, because being caught in such a move would have cost the perpetrators their 
Mint jobs. The striking of any kind of coins, proof or otherwise, was under very strict scrutiny in 
1912 and Mint officials would not have tolerated any kind of action such as this. 

Two proof and three uncirculated coins were produced in the quick use of the dies by the 
two or three people involved in the whole scheme. There has been speculation on why all of the 
known pieces were not made originally in proof. One of the uncirculated coins was actually 
carried as a pocket piece by someone (or artificially circulated, the result being the same) to lend 
authenticity to the strikings. Immediately after the pieces were made, the conspirators put away 
their newest find and waited for time to cover their tracks within the Mint. 

Little happened for some years and then, suddenly, in the December 1919 issue of The 
Numismatist, none other than Samuel W. Brown, who by now was a former Mint employee, 
advertised to buy (not sell) Liberty Head nickels of the year 1913. He at first made an offer to 
purchase just one such piece at the very high price of $500, but in the January through March 
issues of the new year he raised the ante to $600. 

Within a short time Brown had indeed "purchased" one of the rare 1913 Liberty Head pieces 
and even showed it to a number of individuals at the Chicago ANA convention of August 1920. 
It is of course true that he was somewhat secretive about the whole matter, but having shown it 
to just one person, the story was bound to get out beyond the narrow confines of a convention. 
The whole matter was discussed in the October issue of The Numismatist and Brown again 
repeated his offer to purchase additional specimens at the $600 level. For some years, the 
matter rested, since neither Brown nor anyone else wished to discuss the matter in public. 

We next find the nickels occupying front-page numismatic attention in January 1924 with an 
advertisement by a well-known Philadelphia coin dealer, August Wagner, in The Numismatist 
offering the entire set of five 1913 Liberty Head nickels for sale. Why Brown did not himself sell 
the coins publicly is yet one more mystery in this whole interesting affair. 

Colonel Edward H.R. Green, son of the famous ‘Witch of Wall Street,’ Hetty Green, 
purchased the set of coins shortly after Wagner’s advertisement appeared and kept them until 
his death in 1938. The settlement of his estate brought the coins to old-time dealer Burdette G. 
Johnson of St. Louis, who proceeded to break up the set and sell the coins individually. Since 
that time they have been owned by several different collectors, the most flamboyant being J.V. 
‘Mac’ McDermott, who enjoyed the publicity it brought him for his dealership. He was always 
willing to loan the piece for exhibition and the present writer recalls seeing it displayed on 
several occasions while McDermott was still alive. 

B. Max Mehl used the 1913 Liberty Head nickel to build up his own coin business. 
Thousands upon thousands of his Star Rare Coin Encyclopedia were circulated with an offer to 
buy one of the 1913 nickels for the astounding sum of $50. He knew perfectly well that all the 
pieces were accounted for, but a large number of fakes were sent him in the hopes that a well- 
tooled date change would earn the engraver the fine sum of $50. He more than made up for this 
annoyance by adding large numbers of collectors to his mailing list; he also did numismatics a 
service by attracting many new collectors to the fold. The 1913 Liberty Head nickel proved to be 
the fitting end to an interesting series of coins. 
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Dear David: 


Did you ever receive any pictures 
head nickel from J.f. Stanton 7? 
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Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 
November 22, 1999 


Eric, 
J. T. told me that he wasn't satisfied with the photograph he took of your coin, so I haven't seen 
the result. [ spoke to him this morning, and he's taking the negative to his lab to see if it can't do 


something to make the image more satisfying. If it does come out all right, I'll make certain you 
get a copy. I'm still eager myself to have it for my book. 


Cordially, 


we 
David W. Lange 


rr 


NGC is the official grading service of the American Numismatic Association Consistently grading more of the world’s finest coins, like yours. 





Mr. Saul Teichman February 4, 2000 
213-06 75" Ave 
Bayside, NY 11364 


Dear Mr. Teichman: 


Your recent letter relating to your website is welcome. 

We do have the 1913 Buffalo Nickel in copper (Type IJ) and I have been trying to 
have its picture taken for years. Last summer I brought it to the ANA Convention in 
Chicago at Lange’s request for photography. Noyes had a camera breakage. Stanton took 
two separate sets of pictures and said they were too poor to send. J had a local 
photographer fail also. Pollock omitted it form his pattern book for some reason. Do you 
have any suggestions? I’1l gladly furnish you with a set of photos if they are made, but 
contrast is difficult to capture due to its dark bronze color even though the coin is in 
gorgeous condition. 

As to our pattern collection of U.S. and colonial coin and paper money items I 
have no time to list it and am not very enthusiastic about doing so. I have the ANS 
organization problems, the recovery of the cents stolen by Sheldon from ANS, a 
Massachusetts coin research paper I am writing and a group of numismatic teaching and 
lecture assignments which take precedence. 

Please excuse me for the present. 


Keep the numismatic lights burning. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 





— Saul Teichman 
ae ert) 21306 75th Ave. 


Flushing, NY 11364-3366 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Saul Teichman February 24, 2000 


21306 79" Ave 
Flushing, NY 11364 


I have written to Tom Mulvaney at your suggestion. 


The 1913 Buffalo nickel in copper has been analyzed twice and there has never 
been any doubt that it is virtually all copper. It is interesting that you mention NGC as 
David Lange is there and wants a picture very much. 


Good luck on your website. 


Sincerely, 


g 


Eric P. Newman 


03/04/00 18:30 314 524 1995 ST L MERCANTILE Woo2 


Tom Mulvaney February 24, 2000 
P.O, Box 24116 
Lexington, KY 40524 


Several requests have in past years come to me for pictures of our 1913 Indian 
Head nickel in copper, particularly from David Lange who is with NGC. 

I brought the coin to ANA 1999 in Chicago and its picture was taken several 
times with results so poor they would not send them to me, I have now had further 
requests and wonder what you suggest? Do you ever come to St. Louis? Will you be at 
the ANA in Philadelphia? 

It is dark copper color and apparently design contrasts are not being picked up by 
those who think they are highly skilled. 

Will you be kind enough to let me know how this may be solved? 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newtnan 








ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Tom Mulvaney February 24, 2000 
P.O. Box 24116 
Lexington, KY 40524 


Several requests have in past years come to me for pictures of our 1913 Indian 
Head nickel in copper, particularly from David Lange who is with NGC. 

I brought the coin to ANA 1999 in Chicago and its picture was taken several times 
with results so poor they would not send them to me. I have now had further requests and 
wonder what you suggest? Do you ever come to St. Louis? Will you be at the ANA in 
Philadelphia? 

It is dark copper color and apparently design contrasts are not being picked up by 
those who think they are highly skilled. 

Will you be kind enough to let me know how this may be solved? 


Sincerely, 


Ze 


Eric P. Newman 
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Subj: Parsons continued 
Date: 5/20/2003 5:15:04 PM Central Standard Time 
From: curator@money.org 
To: ericnumis@aol.com 


Sent from the Internet (Details) 


Eric, 


In looking for more info on the Parsons piece, | have ran across a couple of 
interesting items. 


First, the trial strike Parsons $2.50 on the 1855-0 half dollar was in the Garrett sale 
(lot 546) where it was said to be from Max Mehl, Feb 27, 1940. This predates the 
era and persons in question. It doesn't mean the die trial couldn't still be struck 
decades after the coins were struck, but it does seem to move those shenanigans 
to pre-1950. 


| am sending you photocopies of a 1964 document Ford gave me concerning the 
Parsons die trial. In is a letter from Ford to Doris Gumprecht regarding a Parsons 
$2.50 she wants to sell him for $100. I'm sure you'll find it interesting. 


Also, | am sending a copy of a letter Ford wrote the Numismatist in response to Ed 
Young's article you quoted earlier. In it he tells how he got the original $20 Parsons 
and how it ended in the Lily collection. | thought you might like that as well. 





I'll need the famous 1913 nickel box here by June 13 if not sooner for photographs 
for the August issue. Could | send you some loan papers? Thanks for your help. 


arry 


Tuesday, May 20, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: Parsons continued 

Date: 5/20/2003 9:56:43 PM Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: curator@money.org 


Dear Larry: | look forward to receiving the items you said were being sent to me. | f Mehl had the Parsons piece 
before Garrett it could have come from Newcomer. Do you have a copy of the list of the Pioneer collection of 
Newcomer. | have a very poor photocopy of pictures of those Newcomer items and | will check it for Parsons 
coins. 

As to the 1913 Nickel container please send me the standard loan form and suggest whatever insurance value 
should be placed on it if that is needed for any exhibition by ANA in Baltimore. If a commercial establishment is 
arranging the exhibit they could contribute something to ANA on my behalf for the loan of the container. Eric 






Thursday, May 22, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 
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Wednesday, May 21, 2003 


Re: Parsons continued 


Subject: Re: Parsons continued 
Date: Tue, 20 May 2003 22:56:43 -0400 (EDT) 
From: EricNumis@aol.com 


To: curator@money.org 


Dear Larry: | look forward to receiving the items you said were being sent to me. | f Mehi had the hie pe orig 
before Garrett it could have come from Newcomer. Do you have a cop of the list of th f 
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Subj: 
Date: 


From: 


To: 
File: 
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Collectors Universe Forums - Why and when was the 1913 nickel monetized 
5/27/2003 10:29:45 AM Central Standard Time 

bcoins@qwest.net 

EricNumis@aol.com 


ectorsUniverseForums-Whyandwhenwasthe1913nickelmonetized.url (240 bytes) DL Time 
(46666 bps): < 1 minute 


Sent from the Internet (Details) 


Belated Happy Birthday wishes, Eric. Are you willing to comment on this thread? Many thanx 


Julian 


http://forums.collectors.com/messageview.cfm?catid=26&threadid=193993&STARTPAGE=1 


Tuesday, May 27, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 
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_ 4, We are not liable for carrier's failure to make timely delivery on delivery date specified. 
Any statement by us as to probable date of delivery by the carrier is a statement of opinion 
and estimate only, and is not warranted in any manner. We are not liable for any 
consequential, incidental, or punitive damages, nor any loss or damage resulting from 
delays in shipping or delivery. Our responsibility for damage to items caused by improper 
packing by us is limited by the Declared Value Terms and Conditions below. 
5. You understand 


that the carrier's liability for lost or damaged parcels is limited by the © 


provisions contained in this Parcel Shipping Order ("PSO") and that declared value 
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MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
Agreement for Incoming Loan 


~ “ 





Lender’s Name ERic a Newt AW Nema snanric Education DecteETY 


Address G450 Ceew Av 
City 1 Ser Byte, ia State Mo Zip G 3) ov Telephone Zi¥ ~ 121 ~ O£TO 


In accordance with the conditions printed on the back of this form, the objects listed below are borrowed 
for the following purpose: 


See Accompanying Sune Ss, 2003 leTle r- 


Period of loan Sune 3S, 2003 to Oclober 1, 2905 ! 


DESCRIPTION CONDITION 


Black Jeather Con holding Case specially made 

To hold L,berly Head 19/3 UViS FSCOnT pléces, re 
ele xf - Jooo = 

I have read and agreed to the gy oes governin g loans to the ANA: 

Signature Bs ee F- ty Apaeer a é PRES ae 6/s/o3 

LENDER OR AUTHORIZED AGENT 


Piles: chim can RET 8 le a 


Approved on behalf of the American Numismatic Association: 









Signature Date 





Title 





Return receipt: The above items have been retumed in satisfactory condition and are accepted, thereby releasing 
the ANA of any liability. 


By EEE EEETEEEEEEI EI EEEESSS EEE Date 
LENDER OR AUTHORIZED AGENT 





Conditions Governing Loans 


CARE AND PRESERVATION 
The American Numismatic Association (ANA) will give the same care to objects borrowed as it does 


to comparable property of its own. It is understood by lender and borrower that all tangible objects are 
subject to gradual inherent deterioration for which neither party is responsible. Evidence of damage at 
the time of receipt or while in the Museum’s custody will be reported immediately to the lender. No 
alteration, restoration, or repair will be undertaken without the written authorization of the lender. The 
lender understands that this loan agreement may be cancelled at any time, at the discretion of the ANA, 
and that objects loaned to the ANA for exhibit purposes may be removed from exhibit at the discretion 
of the ANA. It is agreed that if a condition report is not prepared by the lender, the ANA will assess 
the condition when the loan objects are received. This assessment will constitute the condition of the 


material at the time of the loan. 


TRANSPORTATION AND PACKING 
The lender certifies that the objects lent are in such condition as to withstand ordinary strains of packing 


and transportation. The lender will assure that said objects are adequately and securely packed for the 
type of shipment agreed upon, including any special instructions for unpacking and repacking. Objects 
will be packed and returned in the same or similar materials as received unless otherwise authorized 
by the lender. Customs regulations will be adhered to in international shipments. 


INSURANCE 

Objects will be insured by the ANA under its numismatic property insurance policy subject to the 
standard exclusions. Insurance will be placed in the amount specified by the lender herein, which must 
reflect fair market value. If the lender fails to indicate an amount, the ANA will set a value for purposes 
of insurance for the period of the loan. Said value is not to be considered an appraisal. The amount payable 
by the ANA’s insurance or that of the lender is the sole recovery available to the lender in event of 
loss or damage. If the lender elects to maintain his own insurance coverage, the ANA must be supplied 
with a certificate of insurance naming the ANA as additional insured or waiving rights of subrogation, 
in which case the ANA need not provide insurance coverage. The ANA shall not be responsible for any 
error or deficiency in information furnished to the lender’s insurer or for any lapses in coverage. In the 
case of long-term loans, it is the responsibility of the lender to update insurance valuations, to notify 
the ANA of any change in ownership of items, or if there is a change in the identity or address of the 
lender. The Museum assumes no responsibility to search for a lender who cannot be reached at the ad- 


dress of record. 


REPRODUCTIONS 

Unless otherwise stated in writing, the objects lent may be photographed or reproduced by the ANA 
or its designees for educational, catalog, and publicity purposes. It is understood that objects on exhibit 
may be photographed by the general public. 


LOAN RETURN 

Unless otherwise notified in writing, the ANA will release the objects only to the lender. If the ANA’s 
efforts to contact the lender within 90 days following the expiration of the loan are unsuccessful, then 
the objects will be placed in storage at the lender's risk and expense. If after seven years the loan objects 
have not been reclaimed, then, in consideration for their storage, insurance, and safeguarding during 
such period, the loan objects shall be deemed an unrestricted and irreversible gift to the ANA. In case 
of change of legal ownership during the period of the loan, the new owner may be required to establish 
his legal right to receive said property by offering proof satisfactory to the ANA. 


SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS Pe sa 
to be carried by ANA 


Insurance: Sto be carried by lender 
Shipping: ; 
Transportation via OE SB CEN IEA OT 
From 


Note: Objects will be returned to above address unless the ANA is otherwise notified. 











Larry Lee 

American Numismatic Assn. June 5, 2003 

Colorado Springs, CO 

In accordance with your request we enclose the special black leather coin holding case specially made for the five 1913 
Liberty Head nickels and for three special 1913 Indian Head Nickels. This case was mentioned in 1920 when its contents 
were first made known. It was originally acquired by me from the Edward Howland Robinson Green Estate about 1941. We 
usually keep the copper composition trial strike Indian head nickel in the case but to lend it to ANA it has been emptied. 
You may photograph it and use the photos for dignified publicity but you do not have to use our name. We would appreciate 
copies of the pictures. You may exhibit the case in Colorado Springs. You may exhibit it in Baltimore at the ANA convention 
this summer. If it is in a commercial exhibit there the exhibitor should give the ANA a donation. Please do not let it get too 
warm as the plastic slides to cover the 8 holes are cellulose acetate and over 80 years old. You suggested a value of $3,000 
for insurance purposes and and it should be covered by you from my address until it is returned to my address. It should be 
returned before October 1, 2003 unless extended by written permission. Please leave the snap on the cover unsnapped as 
much as possible so it does not have to unsnapped each time it is opened. 

We are enclosing the signed Incoming Loan form. We hope the item will be interesting to viewers. 

if you have any questions please let us know. 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society by Eric P. Newman, president 

6450 Cecil Ave., St. Louis MO 63105. Tel: 314 - 727 - 0850 Fax 314 - 727 - 0820 


Wednesday, June 04, 2003 America Online: EricNumis Page: 1 








‘2X Nestle 


Consolidated accounts of the Nestlé Group 


In millions of CHF Notes 2001 2000 
Liabilities, minority interests and equity 


Current liabilities 


Trade and other payables 17 10504 10001 
Financial liabilities 18 25 486 8376 
Tax payable 854 1035 
Derivative liabilities : 19 383 (a) '8) 2000 figures were 











Accruals and deferred income 4265 3762 eee ae a 
Total current liabilities 41492 23174 When carried to the 
Le eT co a —>—>7—>—™—”wM™wWw™” balance sheet, deriva- 
tives were included 

Non-current liabilities under accrued assets 
Financial liabilities 20 9 946 Ate 7 Oe 
Employee benefit liabilities 21 3786 2 860 
Deferred tax liabilities the 1301 1 550 
Tax payable 40 53 
Other payables : 497 402 
Provisions 24 2495 2204 
Total non-current liabilities 18 065 11 837 
Total liabilities 59557 35011 
Minority interests 576 609 
Equity 
Share capital 25 404 404 
Share premium and reserves 

Share premium 5926 5926 

Reserve for treasury shares 2588 2232 

Translation reserve 12 571 

Retained earnings 21317 23 388 

36 043 32117 
36447 32 521 
Less: 
Treasury shares 26 (2 794) (2617) 
Total equity 33 653 29904 
Total liabilities, minority interests and equity 93786 65524 
7 








Larry Lee 

American Numismatic Assn. June 5, 2003 

Colorado Springs, CO 

in accordance with your request we enclose the special black leather coin holding case specially made for the five 1913 
Liberty Head nickels and for three special 1913 Indian Head Nickels. This case was mentioned in 1920 when its contents 
were first made known. It was originally acquired by me from the Edward Howland Robinson Green Estate about 1941. We 
usually keep the copper composition trial strike Indian head nickel in the case but to lend it to ANA it has been emptied. 
You may photograph it and use the photos for dignified publicity but you do not have to use our name. We would appreciate 
copies of the pictures. You may exhibit the case in Colorado Springs. You may exhibit it in Baltimore at the ANA convention 
this summer. ff it is in a commercial exhibit there the exhibitor should give the ANA a donation. Please do not let it get too 
warm as the plastic slides to cover the 8 holes are cellulose acetate and over 80 years old. You suggested a value of $3,000 
for insurance purposes and and it should be covered by you from my address until it is retumed to my address. It should be 
retumed before October 1, 2003 unless extended by written permission. Please leave the snap on the cover unsnapped as 
much as possible so it does not have to unsnapped each time it is opened. 

We are enclosing the signed Incoming Loan form. We hope the item will be interesting to viewers. 

If you have any questions please let us know. 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society by Eric P. Newman, president 

6450 Cecil Ave., St. Louis MO 63105. Tel: 314 - 727-0850 Fax 314 - 727 - 0820 


Wednesday, June 64,2003 America Online: EricNumis Page: 1 








2) RESERVA ELON. FORM 


TRAVCOA 


A GRAND EXPEDITIONS COMPANY 





‘Mess =" NATIONAL PARKS OF THE WEST 
form to your An Expedition by Private Jet 


et to America’s Natural Treasures 
September 8-21, 2003 











Name Date of Birth 








Social Security Number (Required by our travel insurance provider) 





Name Date of Birth 





Social Security Number (Required by our travel insurance provider) 





Street Address (Please do not list a PO. box) 





City, State, ZIP 


US 





Home Phone ( ) Work Phone ( ) 





Fax ( ) E-mail 





Name(s) on passport if different from above 








Please reserve place(s) on National Parks of the West by Private Jet ($22,950 per person). 


“J I plan to share accommodations with 





OR 
4 I am willing to share with another participant (/f.a share cannot be arranged, I agree to pay the single 
supplement of $2,150.) 
Tama Q non-smoker CI smoker 
“I I would like single accommodations where available for an additional $2,150 


Enclosed is my check for $ ($2,500 per person) payable to “The Commerce Bank of Washington - 
NPW-0908-03 Escrow.” 

OR 
Please charge my deposit of $ ($2,500 per person) to Visa “4 MasterCard O American Express 
Account # / / / Expiration Date / 





This adventure tour is operated in cooperation with our sister company, TCS Expeditions. If you have 
any questions, please contact Travcoa, 2350 S.E. Bristol St., Newport Beach, CA 92660-0747. Phone: 
800-992-2003 or (949) 476-2800, fax: (949) 476-2538. 


I/We have read and agree to the terms and conditions of the trip as described in the brochure. 


Signature Date 





Signature Date 











An Operator-Participant Contract with additional terms and conditions will be sent upon receipt of your deposit. 


0 
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Subj: package arrival 


Date: 6/6/2003 2:59:53 PM Central Standard Time 
From: curator@money.org 
To: ericnumis@aol.com 


Sent from the Internet (Details) 


Dear Eric, 


Your package arrived safe and sound today. Thank you so much for the loan. That 
is a great terrific little item with a great history! Also, thanks for the background info; 
it will be useful in writing up the label text. Will you be going to Baltimore? If so, you 
can see the exhibit that is being developed. 


Fred Holabird is here this weekend. | have loaned him some flakes of placer gold 
from Alma and Tarryall to take back with him for testing viz a viz the Parson ingots 
and coins. We may as well establish baselines where we can. | have also received 
permission from the owner of the newly discovered Parsons ingot (#3) to do 
destructive (pinhole size) testing of his ingot. That too should tell us something. I'll 
keep you up to date. 


Thanks as always for your help. Let me know if | can do anything for you. 


Larry 


Friday, June 06, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: box donation 

Date: 6/6/2003 5:22:09 PM Central Standard Time 
From: curator@money.org 

To: ericnumis@aol.com 


Sent from the Internet (Details) 


Dear Eric, 


Thanks again for the loan of the 1913 nickel box. It has been arranged that a 
donation in your name will be made to the ANA in gratitude for your action. All that 
is required is for you to contact the donor, John Snider, president of Diamond 
International, directly (sjonn@diamondcomics.com). 


Basically, all you need do is say in your e-mail is who you are (owner of the box on 
exhibit), and that you thank him and Diamond International for the donation in your 


name to the ANA. He knows you will be contacting him; this is a way for the 
donation to happen without ANA involvement. 


Thank you very much for your efforts. 


Larry 


Friday, June 06, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: from Roger Burdette 
Date: 6/9/2003 8:13:51 AM Central Standard Time 


From: Accurateye 
To: EricNumis 
Eric, 


Just a quick note to see how you were doing. I'm busy with work, revising the Saint-Gaudens/Pratt design book, 
and building the book on Brenner & Fraser. 


With all the interest in the 1913 Liberty nickel, are you going to publish your story about the original set? Given 
that the original folder had a Ty | Buffalo in copper (but otherwise normal), do you think this might help date the 
manufacture of the 1913 Liberties to after Mid-Feb 1913? My Buffalo nickel research indicates that all the working 
dies were kept in drawers in a cabinet. This was not locked and was accessible to the engravers and coining 
dept. 


It's a fascinating numismatic story — maybe one day some documents will be found that tell how they came into 
existence. 


Take care! 
Roger 


Tuesday, June 10, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 











Nestlé Management Report 2001 


Zone Asia, Oceania and Africa 


Total sales reached CHF 15.5 billion, distorted 

by the strength of the Swiss franc against most 
currencies in the Zone, which had a negative 
translation impact of 10.2%, and resulted in an 
overall decrease in sales of 1.6%. Despite this, 
2001 was another successful year for the Zone, 
with a RIG of 5.6%, well above the Group average, 
and an EBITA of CHF 2.6 billion. 


This performance was achieved in a difficult 
economic and political context: most Asian 
economies grew at a significantly slower pace than 
in 2000, or entered recession, whilst the political 
situation remained unstable in many areas of 

the Zone, particularly the Middle East and Africa. 


Margins were under pressure from the higher prices 
of many raw and packaging materials, including milk 
solids. In this context, we were able to increase 
selling prices by an average 3.1% across the Zone. 


The growth in sales was essentially made possible 
by our strong market shares, combined with a 
balanced geographic spread and a widely renowned 
portfolio of brands. There were outstanding 
performances in the three most populous markets 
in the Zone, China, India and Indonesia. Africa 

also contributed significantly to the Zone RIG. 


We were able to keep the EBITA margin 
virtually unchanged compared to 2000, despite 
the more difficult environment, due to 
increased efficiencies. 


Market review The Greater China market (including 
Hong Kong and Taiwan) performed very well in 2001, 
and will continue to provide immense opportunities 
for growth. Whilst the admission of China into the 
World Trade Organisation should give added impetus 
to the market, we are pursuing our own initiatives 

to. drive growth: a joint venture agreement with 
Haoji, the country’s second largest chicken stocks 


producer, will enable us to reinforce our leadership 
position in culinary stocks; a new R&D Centre 

in Shanghai, specialised in the development of 
dehydrated culinary products and family cereals, 
should add momentum to those product groups. 


India and Indonesia registered high sales growth 
and have strong potential for the future. Our focus in 
these countries is to improve our market positions, 
as the markets themselves grow, driven by an 
increasing proportion of the population being able 
to afford packaged food. In both these countries, 
and in Malaysia, we have increased the Group's 
participation in our local companies, reinforcing our 
commitment to this part of the world. 


Japan remains by far the largest market in the Zone 
and recorded a satisfactory sales growth in 2001, 
against a gloomy economic backdrop. The joint 
venture with Snow Brands Milk Products Co. Ltd., 
announced in 2000, is moving ahead with the 
successful launch of a range of chilled products. 


Africa performed well during the year, in particular 
the Central and Western African region which 
registered a remarkable RIG of 21%. We see 
Africa as something of a sleeping giant and are 
positioning ourselves to benefit when the 

different markets awake and the growth potential 
becomes achievable. 


Key initiatives Our strong brand positioning and 
the commitment of our people in the Middle East 
enabled us to achieve moderate growth despite the 
political instability. In line with the Group's strategy 
of building leading positions, we have obtained 

an approval for a majority participation in Nestlé Iran 
where we will manufacture infant cereals and milks, 
as well as powdered milks, opening a market with 

a population of over 70 million. 
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Subj: Re: from Roger Burdette 

Date: 6/10/2003 9:03:22 AM Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: Accurateye 


Dear Roger: | was pleased to hear from you about the 1913 nickel matter. | certainly did not know about the dies 
being in a drawer available to an assortment of Mint workers. It was therefore very easy to take out an undated 
obsolete die and add a date to it. 

In the furor created by the 1 Million dollar offer for the missing coin | was asked by the ANA to let them publish a 
picture of the case and use it for an exhibit at the ANA summer meeting in Baltimore. | have sent the case to ANA 
for those purposes so you are likely to see publicity from it. | am writing nothing but answer whatever | am asked. 
| have warned them that the plastic sliders in the holder are cellulose acetate which is yellowing and that heat will 
help the sliders decompose. 

| just came back from MIT where my grandson received his PhD in philosophy and rubbed elbows with some 
amazing intellects in fantastic robes. The institutions are now competing in robe design but the University of 
Padua topped them all with a flag drapery design when the wearer spread her arms horizontally. 


My best. Eric 


Tuesday, June 10, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 





Nestlé Management Report 2001 


A factory in Uzbekistan started producing bottled 
water in December 2001 and dairy products early in 
2002, to be followed by several other product lines 
over the coming years. We will thus be providing 
quality food products to consumers in Central Asia. 


A separate Petcare business unit was set up 

in 2001 to add focus and further enhance our 
competitiveness in a sector with important growth 
potential. The unit is headquartered in Sydney, 

close to the Blayney factory, the major manufacturing 
source for the Zone. This is one of the four regional 
Petcare head quarters around the world. 


With many countries within the Zone heavily 
dependent on export trade, increasing globalisation 
is a reality that cannot be ignored. In this context, 
Nestlé launched Project AIS (Asian Industrial Study) 
in 1999 to optimise the industrial structure for 
tradable products in Asia and Oceania and improve 
the Zone’s asset turn and profitability. This project 
is now well over three quarters completed, and 

we are steadily moving from multi-product, 
decentralised, small scale factories to a flotilla 
approach that combines focused and regional 
factories with large and highly efficient ones. 


The scope of Project AIS covered 26 of the 

146 factories in the Zone in 1999, specifically in the 
ASEAN region, Japan, Australia, New Zealand and 
Taiwan. The product categories covered are Milks, 
Soluble coffee, Other beverages and Infant nutrition. 


At the end of 2001, this project had resulted in 6 full 
factory closures and 9 partial closures. The Zone’s 
asset turn has also been improved by using spare 

or underperforming capacity for exports, whilst the 
harmonisation of product recipes, package designs 
and sizes has enabled us to streamline the sourcing 
of raw materials. 


38 





Zone Asia, Oceania and Africa 


Furthermore, Project AIS has enabled the deferral 
of some investments, and significantly lower capital 
expenditure from 1998. In 2001, total capital 
expenditure for the Zone was CHF 626 million or 
4.1% of sales. Further industrial restructuring, 
driven by local and regional studies, is a priority. 


As an evolution of Project AIS, and in order to 
ensure the optimisation of inter-market supply, a 
new structure will focus on tradable products 
including Milks, Coffees, Infant nutrition and Other 
beverages and cover the full geography of the 

Zone. A centralised purchasing organisation 

has achieved significant cost reductions, and further 
improvements are planned. 


The Zone has shown its ability to recover very quickly 
from crises, with strong growth rates in 1999 

and 2000 after the Asian crisis in 1998, and we are 
confident that the current environment will not have 
any major impact on our business going forward. 


The future Looking forward, the Zone will 
consolidate and leverage its world-class supply 
organisation to achieve efficiencies and savings, 
while at the same time developing a “best in class” 
Generating Demand organisation to drive growth 
from within the business. 


Efficiency will be increased in all domains, from 

raw materials to the consumer, and the Zone expects 
significant benefits from regionalisation, 
demographics and growing consumer sophistication. 


Zone Asia, Oceania and Africa will build strong 
market positions, particularly in the more populous 
countries, to deliver sustainable growth to the 
Nestlé Group. The Zone will strive to deliver above 
group-average performance to cover the higher 
risks inherent in emerging markets. 
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Subj: Holder for U.S.1913 nickels 

Date: 6/10/2003 8:44:33 PM Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

TO: SJOHN@diamondcomics.com 


Dear Mr.John Snider: We were given your Email address by Larry Lee, curator of the American Numismatic 
Association museum. 

He told us that someone wished to borrow the holder which originally contained the five 1913 Liberty Head 
Nickels, the unique Composition Copper 1913 Type II Indian Head nickel, the regular 1913 Type | Indian Head 
nickel and the 1913 Type | Indian Head nickel with no designer's initial. He said that the purpose was to display it 
at the Colorado Springs museum (possibly) and at the ANA convention in Baltimore this summer as well as 
publish a picture of it in the Numismatist. We asked who the displayer was going to be and he mentioned the 
name of your company. We asked if that was a profit or not for profit company. We were told it was for profit but 
we were not toid the purpose of the display-tfitis your company which wishes to display it ptease tet us know the 
nature of the display and a few of the relevant details. It has never been on public display before. We will gladly 
give our permission to a dignified and accurate display once we know the details. We would expect an 
appropriate donation to be made to the ANA for arranging its use because it is being used commercially. They are 
insuring it and responsible for its safe return. We expect no compensation except reimbursement for shipping 
costs. We have sent it to ANA already. Will you be kind enough to give us your thoughts so we can be of help to 
you. 

Eric P. Newman, president of Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society, 6450 Cecil Ave., St. Louis MO 
63105 Tel: 314 727 0850 and Email as above. 


Tuesday, June 10, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 
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EricNumis 
THE JOHN@diamondcomics.com 
FOUNDATION 
CENTER 


Snider: We were given your Email address by Larry Lee, curator of the American Numismatic 
ia iaveqyjpuseum. 
N MSNWat semRaMewished to borrow the holder which originally contained the five 1913 Liberty Head 


pHitisitels  theasnigue Composition Copper 1913 Type II Indian Head nickel, the regular 1913 Type | Indian Head 

FAXICKeD and -ttes g913 Type | Indian Head nickel with no designer's initial. He said that the purpose was to display it 

URat thevcidieeacio. Springs museum (possibly) and at the ANA convention in Baltimore this summer as well as 
publish a picture of it in the Numismatist. We asked who the displayer was going to be and he me€ntibnisd 003 
Hap¢: oly : py,.We asked if that was a profit or not for profit company. We were told it was for profit but 
we were aR ee purpose of the disptay- tft is your company which wishes to disptay it ptease let us know the 
nature of the display and a few of the relevant details. It has never been on public display before. We will gladly 
‘PaceFourplerinis iam iomto'a digaifiedsamdapparate disphay onpbilwerkneny the etaas Wp WoLidiadpsetading of 
agi oae the hea the ANA fat anrangine dts HSA hekaxusecieis Haing psd Aarkene oiallyhd hey are 
i F; it ti r shipping 
Cedar a IAG ae ie BARRERA AYE RAREPUNEROMRECSS RO RKCSAIT SAW PREIBR EY 82 


ave sen | enoug to give YS: our t gug ts so we can be. of help to 
ish information about pu 1 priv te, co munity, an corp rate foundations, an TCS corporate giving 


Hfcigr ms human ootesidentpan erin RnNewinder Narismatic edeeadedes Secieny e4ouCekn area Hing datsMO 
ARABR fulelesdfchet PRHAaAnd Garailsashehe\yeantmakers by providing you with a vehicle to explain in detail 
your programs and policies, which will help discourage unsuitable grant applications. 

In order to ensure that the information we provide about your organization is the most accurate, current, and 
complete it can be, we need your help. Please review the enclosed profile we currently have for your foundation and 
make any relevant changes and additions to the profile before returning it to us. Completeness and accuracy in the 
following sections of your profile are of particular importance: 

e Fiscal Data: Please verify the existing figures or update to a more recent year if complete figures are available, 

identifying the accounting basis used and whether the figures have been audited. 

e Fields of Interest and Types of Support: Categories listed here reflect the National Taxonomy of Exempt 

Entities’ (NTEE) standardized terminology used to describe nonprofit sector activities. Review carefully for 
appropriateness, adding specific giving interests, which we will assign to the appropriate NTEE category. 

© Primary Fields of Interest: Foundation profiles in The Foundation Directory family of products include lists of 

up to ten selected grants. Please identify the subject areas that receive the major portion of disbursements. 
© Geographic Interests: Please supply details on geographic areas where your foundation provides support. 
Your attention will result in an accurate presentation of your foundation to the thousands of people who will view 
the information in The Foundation Directory, Guide to U.S. Foundations, FC Search: The Foundation Center's 
Database on CD-ROM, and The Foundation Directory Online. 

Please return the questionnaire in the enclosed postage-paid envelope by June 1, 2003. To transmit your response by 
fax, please include a cover sheet addressed to “Information Control” and send to (212) 807-3680. Also, we appreciate 
receiving any printed materials you may have (e.g. application guidelines, annual reports, and grant lists). 

I thank you in advance for your help in updating this important information. If you have any questions, feel free to 
contact me at (212) 807-2452 or dgj@fdncenter.org. If you wish to learn more about the Foundation Center and its 
services, please visit our Web site at www.fdncenter.org. To find out how you can update your profile online using the 
Foundation Directory Online Updater, visit fconline.fdncenter.org/gmupdate/login.jsp. To find out other ways the 
Foundation Center can help grantmakers, please see the enclosed Services for Grantmakers brochure. 


Sincerely, : 
David Jacobs 
Editor, The Foundation Directory 


Tuesdah ila epygoh? MRAar OR Ae J25@Numis 


FIELD OFFICES: ATLANTA / CLEVELAND / SAN FRANCISCO / WASHINGTON DC 





Subj: leather case 
Date: 8/11/2003 9:47:51 AM Central Standard Time 


From: curator@money.org 
To: ericnumis@aol.com 
Sent from the Internet (Details) 


Dear Eric, 


| placed a package containing your leather nickel holder in the mail today. | did not 
send it priority mail, just registered, 1st Class. You should receive it in 2-4 days. 


Please let me know when it arrives. 


Thank you so much for the loan of this piece. It was a valuable addition to the 
exhibit, one of the few objects besides the nickels that are relevant to the story. 


Thanks again. 


Larry 


Monday, August 11, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 











11/01/2002 09:00 FAX 513 263 3756 TE/GE CINTI IQ003/003 


. 


Belle Center Inc 
43-1330592 


Donors may deduct contributions to your organization as provided in section 170 of the Code. 
Bequests, legacies, devises, transfers, or gifts to your organization or for its use are deductible 
for federal estate and gift tax purposes if they meet the applicable provisions of sections 2055, 
2106, and 2522 of the Code. 


Your organization is not required to file federal income tax returns unless it is subject to the tax 
on unrelated business income under section 511 of the Code. If your organization is subject to 
this tax, it must file an income tax return on the Form 990-T, Exempt Organization Business 
Income Tax Retum. In this letter, we are not determining whether any of your organization's 
present or proposed activities are unrelated trade or business as defined in section 513 of the 
Code. 


The law requires you to make your organization's annual return available for public inspection 
without charge for three years after the due date of the return. If your organization had a copy 
of its application for recognition of exemption on July 15, 1987, itis also required to make 
available for public inspection a copy of the exemption application, any supporting documents 
and the exemption letter to any individual who requests such documents in person or in 
writing. You can charge only a reasonable fee for reproduction and actual postage costs for 
the copied materials. The law does not require you to provide copies of public inspection 
documents that are widely available, such as by posting them on the Internet (World Wide 
Web). You may be liable for a penalty of $20 a day for each day you do not make these 
documents available for public inspection (up to a maximum of $10,000 in the case of an 
annual return). 


Because this letter could help resolve any questions about your organization's exempt status 
and foundation status, you should keep it with the organization's permanent records. 


Ifyou have any questions, please cail us at the telephone number shown in the heading of this 
letter, 


This letter affirms your organization's exempt status. 


Sincerely, 
ie aed : 
rd 7 


Jonn E. Ricketts, Director, TE/GE 
Customer Account Services 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


David Lange July 20, 2000 
P.O. Box 288 
Morris Plains, NJ 07950: 


Dear David: 

For your book you said a year ago you would like to have a picture of our 1913 
Buffalo Type II nickel in copper. Stanton was unable to get a good photo. 

I just had one made at ANA and can lend you the negative. I could bring the 
negative to Philadelphia if that would be helpful or I can try to have whatever size 
positive print you wish made somewhere. Please let me know your choice before the 
ANA Convention. 


See you in Philly. 


Thrive, 


faa 


Eric P. Newman 


« DAVID W. LANGE » 
numismatist 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


August 4, 2000 
Eric, 


I was surprised and delighted to receive your letter informing me that the 1913 copper nickel has 
been successfully photographed. Unfortunately, though dated July 20, your letter did not arrive 
until today with an August 1 postmark! Otherwise, I certainly would have responded sooner. As 
this letter is being sent via express mail, I’m hoping that you will receive it before leaving for 
Philadelphia. 


As it stands, my book has already been typeset, and I’m currently in the process of proofreading 
it. This doesn’t mean that I can’t find a place for your coin, and I certainly want to include it 
within the chapter on patterns and trials. ’'m meeting with my publisher at the convention, and I 
believe the most effective course of action would be to loan him the negative. If you can please 
bring it to the show, I’ll see that he returns it to you as soon as he’s finished printing it. 


Cordially, 


ae 


Post Office Box 288 Morris Plains, New Jersey 07950 973-326-1016 DWLange@aol.com 
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Subj: (no subject) 

Date: 8/15/2003 2:57:45 PM Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

1G; Curator@money.org 


Dear Larry: You asked me for prompt notification of the return of the holder for the 1913 Liberty Head Nickels. | 
was disappointed to see that when it came back that none of the nickels returned home to their original slots. 

As to another matter | noticed on page 24 of Numismatic News of August 19, 2003 that Werner Amelingmeier 
was recognized for 50 years of ANA membership. You had told me that he gave his coin collection to ANA many 
years ago and was living in Florida. Is he still an active member? 

You apparently had a ball at the Convention. 

Eric 


Friday, August 15, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 








Dear Friends; 


We are raising funds for Deutsch Early Childhood by selling Sally Foster 
Gift Wrap. Sally Foster offers 43 unique designs of the highest holiday 
and all-occasion gift-wrap made of the strongest paper available as well as 
coordinating accessories, unique gift ideas and chocolates. all at an 
incredible value. 


When you place an order, Deutsch Early Childhood retains 50% of your 
purchase amount. 


Just go to. www.sallyfoster.com and enter our account number 739156 so 
we receive the credit for your order. 


Thank you for supporting our school. 


Sincerely, 
Deutsch Early Childhood 


P.S. We will receive credit for all orders placed before Dec. 31st 2003. 
Please pass the word around to others or e-mail family and friends and ask 
for their help on this project. 

If you have any questions please contact Amy Gariand @ 314-997-7525 
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Subj: Re: (no subject) 

Date: 8/15/2003 7:09:32 PM Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: curator@money.org 


Dear Larry: Some of my jokes are a little weird but | could not resist the coin holder one. 

| am so glad all your work on the Convention turned out so well. Congratulations. 

As far as Werner Amelingmeier is concerned he could have been a life member and had no dues to pay. Then his 
membership may have continued even though he died because ANA may have received no record of his death. 
The mailings may have continued and been accepted by some one. His dues may also have been paid by 
someone other than himself. He may be alive and well. 

Will you be nice enough to check up in the matter and get me the address if that is permitted. 


Eric 


Friday, August 15, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 
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JERRY E. RITTER 


Subj: Re: (no subject) 5050 Oakland Avenue 
Date: 8/15/2003 7:09:32 PM Central S$anbenis] tehissouri 63110 
From: EricNumis 

To: curator@money.org 


Dear Larry: Some of my jokes are a little weird but | could not resist the coin holder one. 


lam lad_all work on the Convention turned out so well. Congratulations. 
As Fated her A Reinomaier is concerned he could have been a life member and had no dues to pay. Then his 


membership may have continued even though he died because ANA may have received no record of his death. 
The mailings may have continued and been accepted by some one. His dues may also have been paid by 


somette athé han AimsePif. Ntewnayrbe alive and well. 
Will ygu $6 tige;enough fo check up in the matter and get me the address if that is permitted. 


" St. Louis, MO 63105-2225 
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Newman: 


Within the next few days you will receive a call from my representative regarding the 

St. Louis Science Center. The caller will share with you some exciting news from the 
Science Center and will discuss my invitation for you to join me in supporting 7ransform 
Tomorrow: The Campaign for Science Education. 


Because I am asking you to join me in supporting the Science Center, I want to tell you 
why I have committed my time and financial support, and why I| believe your continued 
contributions to be so vital. 


A little more than a decade ago, while working as the Executive Vice President and Chief 
Financial & Administrative Officer for Anheuser-Busch, I became interested in how our 
contribution to the Science Center’s Annual Fund was being spent. In paying a visit to the 
Science Center, I discovered that it bore little resemblance to the stodgy science museums | 
had known in my youth. 


I witnessed firsthand how the Science Center made science and technology accessible, 
engaging, and just plain fun. I knew for certain that Anheuser-Busch had found a 
deserving recipient of its contribution, and I had discovered a vital community organization 
deserving of my personal ongoing commitment. 


I’ve made St. Louis my home for more than 40 years and I’ve learned that no one part of a 
community exists in a vacuum. The success or failure of a city’s business and civic sectors 
is tied to the performance of its educational and cultural institutions. As a community, we 
grow together or we fall behind together. Without reservation, I can attest to the fact that 
the St. Louis Science Center is wholly committed to educating and informing the entire 
region, at every stage of life. 


Like every modern community, we depend on science and technology for employment and 
entrepreneurial ventures. I’m continually impressed by how the Science Center employs 
interactive and eye-opening exhibits and programs to illustrate the vital role that science 
and technology play in all our lives. It is an engaging approach that entices, informs and 
demystifies. 


Friday, August 15, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 


« DAVID W. LANGE » 
numismatist 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 
September 8, 2000 


Eric, 

I’m enclosing a page from the new edition of my Buffalo Nickel book. Please read the part about 
your 1913 copper specimen to make certain that it’s complete and correct. Also, is the ANAAB 
photo credit correct? I don’t remember whether I asked you about this at Philadelphia. 

We’re very close to going to print, so time is short. I may be reached by telephone during business 


hours at 800-642-2646 or by email at the address below. 


Cordially, 


Yare— 


AL Gk 
b4r- Lb46 


[-$ so ~ 
Es Cys 


Post Office Box 288 Morris Plains, New Jersey 07950 973-326-1016 DWLange@aol.com 


medal room, and, in the presence of the three 
gentlemen mentioned, Mr. Hart, foreman of the 
medal room, struck the coins as I suggested -- 
that is, one piece would be struck and then mea- 
surements would be made by Mr. Reith; then 
another piece would be struck and the same 
process would be gone through; this was done 
until nine pieces had been struck and measured 
by Mr. Reith. I proceeded in this manner, to give 
Mr. Reith full opportunity to see what difference 
there was likely to occur in different pieces aris- 
ing from different degrees of malleability. | 
found Mr. Reith had provided himself with a 
micrometer gauge with adjustable points, mak- 
ing a most delicate instrument, as it allowed 
him to measure the smallest points of the coin. 
He was given every opportunity to satisfy him- 
self that the coins were all that he needed or 
desired for the device he was making. He was 
given his own time, not hurried, or influenced in 
the least. After deliberating and measuring in 
every way he desired, he expressed himself as 
entirely satisfied. 72 


Notwithstanding the assurances of 
George Reith that all was well, Mr. Hobbs 
remained obstinate. In response to his ongoing 
charge that the bust was too close to the border 
for proper recognition by his machines, the 
Mint prepared a collar that was slightly greater 
than normal in diameter (22.1 mm). The idea 
was to simulate the effect of proportionally 
reducing the Indian's head without actually 
performing this tedious and time-consuming 
task.”3 On February 13, a number of trials were 
made with dies of this second prototype. Like 
the coins struck one month earlier, these pieces 
lacked the designer's initial. In contrast, how- 
ever, they bore a round-top 3 in the date, nar- 
rower borders and a noticeably sharper LIB- 
ERTY. Of four such examples coined, the two 
illustrated here remain in the National 
Numismatic Collection, another was given to 
some unrecorded Mint official and the fourth 
was reportedly destroyed.” 


ee 


David W. Lange 


The production coin that ultimately 
resulted from these experiments was a compro- 
mise, having the flat-top 3 and shallow LIB- 
ERTY of the first prototype and the narrower 
border of the second. Of the trial strikings not 
destroyed or held permanently by the 
Smithsonian Institution, a few reportedly exist 
in private collections. Others, however, have 
seemingly been lost. Given their tremendous 
similarity to regular Type 1 proof nickels, it is 
not impossible that some may lie unattributed. 


——> __iNotrial strikings have been reported 


with the Type 2 reverse. The one possible 
exception is the piece which surfaced along 
with the five 1913 Liberty Head Nickels in 1920. 
This was coined in an alloy of 95% copper, 5% 
nickel and zinc.” Its origin is unknown and, 
like its five brothers, it was probably produced 
without authorization to serve as a delicacy. 
This coin is has been owned for decades by 
eminent numismatist Eric P. Newman, who 
retained it along with the presentation case 
that once contained this piece and the five 1913 
Liberty Head Nickels. Mr. Newman generously 
permitted the author to examine this coin at 
the 1999 convention of the American 
Numismatic Association in Chicago. It is quite 
ordinary in all respects, save for its composi- 
tion. 





1913 Type 2 Nickel struck in th t 
(Eric P. Newman, Phot ANAAB) 
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| Xi XL APPLIANCES 
100 Plantation Road / New Orleans, Louisiana 70123 / (504) 733-8761 "efor Professional use 


IMPORTANT NOTICE TO CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS 





As a Professional Courtesy from the Manufacturer, You May Purchase 
the World Famous 8-pound Oreck Hotel Vacuum at a Substantial 
Discount (a saving of over $100). Limit 1 Unit. Not for Resale. 











Dear Sir/Madam: 


As a professional courtesy, arrangements have been made to make available to a 
selected list of Clubs and Organizations, Oreck's new 8 lb. XL2000RHC Vacuum Cleaner. This 
American-made Oreck XL is used by hotels and commercial establishments throughout the world. 


During this limited time, you may purchase ONE ONLY (not for resale) 
XL2000RHC vacuum cleaner at the factory direct price of $199, a substantial 
discount from Oreck’s regular price for this HOTEL unit. The unit will be shipped 
directly from our factory to you. 


This is a professional users price for this lightweight (only 8 pounds) vacuum cleaner. 
Attached is an information sheet describing the attributes of the XL2000RHC including: 


* A full 10 year manufacturer's warranty on the housing against breakage or 
burnout and one year on the balance of the unit. 

* Factory life tests indicating an average home use of 18 years. 

* Used by thousands of hotels throughout the world. 


Don't delay—act now—fill out the enclosed order form to order this exceptional 
value or call 1-800-388-4060. 


Sincerely, 
David Oreck 


Chairman of the Board 


P.S. THIS OFFER IS FOR 15 DAYS ONLY. FOR PROMPT DELIVERY CALL 
1-800-388-4060 WITH A MAJOR CREDIT CARD, OR SEND YOUR CHECK OR 
MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO ORECK AT HOME, LLC WITH ORDER FORM 
IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE. SHIPPING AND HANDLING OF $19.95 
WILL BE ADDED. 


BK727 (04/01) 








BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES 


‘Your friends in the rare coin business 





June 4, 2001 

Beth Deisher Eric P. Newman 

Coin World Numismatic Education Society 
PO Box 150 6450 Cecil Avenue 

Sidney, OH 45367 St. Louis, Missouri 63105 
Dear Beth and Eric: 


aa 

In my forthcoming book, Fifth Favorite Numismatic Pearls, there will be a chapter 
about the 1913 Liberty Head nickel. I wonder if it would be possible to quote, with 
appropriate credit, the excellent interview with Eric appearing in the June 11, 2001 
issue of Coin World? If so, I would be very delighted as it would bring the story 
up to date. Please let me know. 


Best Cs. 
Since 


Q. David Bowers 
QDB/cmt 


A Collectors Universe“ Company 


PO BOX 1224 * WOLFEBORO, NH 03894-1224 * (800) 458-4646 °« (603) 569-5095 * FAX: (603) 569-5319 


www.bowersandmerena.come nasdaq:clct 
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BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES 


Your ricnds in the rare coin business 





June 18, 2001 


Eric P. Newman 

Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you so much for your fax. | am dictating this letter early on Monday 
morning just before heading down to Boston for a couple of days, including a visit 
with John W. Adams — 4 cut from your mold except that his specialty is early 
American medals. 


I will translate your correspondence and will incorporate it into the story on the 
1913 nickel, sending you 4 copy of the finished product. 


In the meantime, | am sending along 4 printout of what I have available in my 
Feuchtwanger “chapter,” this being rather rough at the moment, but at least it will 
give you the scope. If you have any of the tokens that are particularly unusual or 
rare and I can study them for die varieties, | would be grateful for the opportunity. 
The American Numismatic Society is making a set of images of things they have 


in their collection. 





I'll send this off to you in a few minutes — just before I head out the door. 
All good wishes. 


Sincer 


Q. David Bowers 
QDB/cmt 


Enclosure — Printout 


P.S. Sending a couple of other things also. 
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June 26, 2001 


Eric P. Newman 

Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you for sending along the correspondence copies. I will add these, and | 
know they will be met with great interest. Thanks so much! 


All good wis 
Sincerely, 


Q. David Bowers 
QDB/cmt 


maCollectors Universe Company 


PO BOX 1224 * WOLFEBORO, NH 03894-1224 © (800) 458 - 4646 * (603) 569-5095 © FAX: (603) 569-5319 


www.bowersandmerena.come nasdaq:clct 
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Subj: Re: Collectors Universe Forums - Why and when was the 1913 nickel monetized 
| Date: 5/27/2003 11:54:30 AM Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

To: bcoins@qwest.net 


What is further down the thread? If you are asking when they were struck the answer is "I do not know." If you ask 
why they were struck | would give the same answer. My guesses on these matters would be no better than those 
already made by others. Ask the U.S. Mint the same questions as to the double denomination coins recently 
found in a mint employee's tool box,etc. Eric 








Tuesday, May 27, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 
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‘ sean Report of the Nestlé Group 
onsolidated income statement 


iS 


me Notes _January/June 2002 ‘ January/June 2001 








- 44219 41 241 
LL eeeneNneetnesitetetsisesteessstsineeiesenssenssnssssensnsensssinsnstsnsnsinnionseneusnstiensunenssnesnncinstuenanse 
| ef (19172) (18 340) 


Distribution expenses (3574) (3 165) 
" Matketing and administration expenses (15618) (14517) 
Research and development costs (575) (552) 


Restructuring costs (85) (90) 
Amortisation of goodwill (721) (262) 
fe ee ee eg GS 
Trading profit 4474 4315 
a re TOTO 
Net financing cost 3 {427) (254) 
Net non-trading items 4 2612 165 
Profit before taxes 6659 4226 
eg ae Tee So nl a dd eta Su ER ah Re Odds 
Taxes (1 069) (1 242) 
Net profit of consolidated companies 5590 2 984 
Share of profit attributable to minority interests (193) (111) 
Share of results of associates 5 259 279 


Net profit 5656 3152 


As percentages of sales 
Trading profit 10.1% 10.5% 
Net profit 12.8% 7.6% 


Earnings per share 

(in CHF) 

Basic earnings per share 14.57 $15 
Fully diluted earnings per share 14.30 8.11 


Subj: 
Date: 


From: 


To: 


Page | of 1 


Re: from Roger Burdette 

6/15/2003 10:51:11 AM Central Standard Time 
EricNumis 

Accurateye 


Dear Roger: Your timing detail on the 1913 Liberty Head nickel matter is very logical and helpful to me. | am trying 
to stay out of the hype as they are apparently going to exhibit the 4 known pieces at the Baltimore ANA in 
separate coordinated displays and the holder in another display. They are saying that | am the only living person 
to have seen all five pieces. What is interesting is that no one has asked me for and no one seems to care about 
the unique copper composition nickel which was also in the holder. If | were a native American | would scream 


discrimination. | screamed anyhow but nothing happened. 
My PhD grandson has a position as instructor in philosophy at Tufts University but thank you for your suggestion. 


Happy fathers’ day. Thrive. Eric 


Sunday, June 15, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: 1913 Liberty Head nickel reunion exhibit in Baltimore 

Date: 6/26/2003 11:40:53 AM Central Standard Time 

From: pr@money.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

CC: sjohn@diamondgalleries.com, cipoletti@money.org, donnpr@aol.com, curator@money.org 


Sent from the Internet (Details) 


Mr. Eric P. Newman VIA E-MAIL 
President 

Eric P. Newman Education Society 

6450 Cecil Ave. 

St. Louis, MO 63105 


Re: 1913 Liberty Head nickel reunion exhibit in Baltimore 


Dear Eric, 
| wanted to respond to your recent correspondence to John Snyder of Diamond International Galleries. 


First, let me thank you for your generous support to the exhibit of the four known 1913 Liberty Head nickels at the 
ANA World’s Fair of Money in Baltimore. It will be a once-in-a-lifetime (for most of us) opportunity to see these 
four coins together and is certain to make this convention one for the record books. 


| also am grateful for the generosity of Dwight Manley, Laura Sperber of Legend Numismatics and The 
Smithsonian Institution for allowing their respective 1913 Liberty Head nickels to be displayed. 


ANA Curator Larry Lee is developing a superb exhibit that will bring the fascinating story of these coins to life. 


Diamond International Galleries of Timonium, Maryland, also has been generous in its efforts to bring these coins 
together. This firm is providing the secure display case for their exhibit and 

producing a high quality brochure about the coins (at their expense) for distribution at the show. In addition, John 
Snyder has been invaluable in providing me with publicity connections to Baltimore magazine and the Baltimore 
Sun newspaper. 


At its expense, Diamond International will hold a reception on behalf of the ANA to officially open the exhibit, with 
guests to include the governor of Maryland and the mayor of Baltimore. Immediately following the short reception, 
the entire exhibit will be carefully packed and 

transported, again at Diamond International’s expense, to the Baltimore Convention Center, where it will be set 
up in preparation for the show’s opening at 10 a.m. Wednesday, July 30. 


The ANA would be most grateful if we could utilize the case you provided in the exhibit not only for the display at 
the ANA convention, but also at Diamond International’s event. We hope to create one exhibit for both venues, 
and your case is an important part of that exhibit. Let me assure you that the display at Diamond International is 
not a commercial venture, and indeed Diamond International is significantly contributing, both monetarily and 
through its staff resources, to the success of this exhibit for the ANA show. 


| look forward to your favorable reply. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 


Again, thank you for your help in producing this exhibit. 


Sincerely, 

Steve Bobbitt 

ANA Public Relations Director 
719-632-2646; e-mail pr@money.org 


Thursday, June 26, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 

















July 18, 2003 


Mr. Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


In way of introduction, Mr. Larry Lee, Curator at the ANA Museum, has given me your 
address in my quest for some answers regarding the 1913 Liberty Nickels, and says he 
has “known and respected” you for many years. As far as who | am, | am the niece of 
George O. Walton, who I’m sure you know was killed in a car accident some 40 years 
ago and who may or may not have owned one of the five nickels. There was a nickel 
found in his estate, but was said to have been altered. So, over the years, it has been 
mostly forgotten. My mother acquired the said altered date nickel after her brother died, 


and it has once again recently has come to my family’s attention. 


| have heard that when all five were in your possession you may have catalogued and 
wrote descriptions of each one. If this is true, | would love to see by your descriptions if 
perhaps the altered date we have is possibly real. The reason being, if you did write 
descriptions, and | am particularly interested in the reverse side, your description would 


probably give me a good indication. 


| would be indebted for any help you might give me. On one hand, it looks very real, but 


on the other | cannot believe that it could have been overlooked 40 years ago. 


Mr. Lee tells me you are 94 and that is wonderful! | hope you are in good health and 
that you have many years ahead. Thank you for your very valuable time. If you should 
want, please feel free to contact me (collect) at 703-490-1065. | look forward to hearing 


from you. 


Respectfully and sincerely, 


7 


Mrs. Chery’Givens Myers 
3075 Bridgeton Court 
Woodbridge, VA 22192-1152 














a 0 


FROM : MONEY MUSEUM FAX NO. : 3145165923 Jul. 22 2003 93:26PM 
Mrs. Cheryl Givins Myers July 22, 2003 
3075 Bridgeton Court 


Woodbridge, VA 22192-1152 


Dear Mrs. Myers: 


Your inquiry about the 1913 nickel in your possession is understoad and | realize 
how complex it has beer for your family since the accident. 

Many years ago I tried to help your family as to the matter and there was 
substantial correspondence. 

You now ask me to help you and do not even send a clear sharp picture of your 
coin, Under these circumstances I regret but must turn you down, Our files are very 
extensive and a review of them requires substantial work. You probably have already 
submitted your problem to others after the recent publicity as to the missing genuine 
piece. 

Lam only 92 not 94. I respond to Larry Lee’s inquiries and those of others if there 
is any worthwhile challenge to investigate. But so many others have studied your 
problem that I feel we can be of no help. 


Sincerely, 


Enc P. Newman 
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Subj: 1913 liberty nickel 

Date: 8/6/2003 10:45:53 AM Central Standard Time 
From: gaspar@wuchem.wustl.edu 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Sent from the Internet (Details) 


Dear Eric, 

| have always felt the same way as you do about the 1913 liberty nickel - 
that it was a covert concoction and therefore not very interesting. But | 
was set to thinking about the copper buffalo nickel trial piece (or 
pattern?). Does one know whether the case in which the copper piece came 
with the five liberties originated with Mr. Brown (7), the original source 
of the liberties? If so, does the connection between the copper buffalo 
and the five 1913 liberties suggest that they were all struck at some 
transition point? Is the history of the buffalo design and the stages in 
the evolution of the regular coining tools reasonably well-known? | find 
the subject of 20th century US patterns very interesting, but | obviously 
don't know a thing about them! One of my many areas of total numismatic 
ignorance. 

All the best. 
Peter 
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BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES 


Your friends in the rare coin business 


September 15, 2003 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Ivir. Newman: 


Mark Borckardt and I are collaborating on writing a book about the re-discovery of the 
long-lost 1913 Liberty Head nickel. Writer Ray Knight is assisting us on this project. 


We believe that your knowledge and insights about key aspects of the story would be a 
valuable contribution to the accuracy and vividness of the account. Can we prevail upon 
you to share this knowledge with us and allow us to relate your perspective to our 
readers? 


With your permission, I would like to put our researcher, Ray Knight, in touch with you 
directly to interview you by phone at a time convenient to you. I’ve taken the liberty of 
giving him your number to call and set up an appointment with you. If there’s some 
reason you would prefer not to be contacted, please let me know and we will honor your 
wishes. 


This is going to be an engrossing story as well as being what we intend to be THE 
definitive numismatic reference work on the 1913 Liberty Head nickels. I hope you will 
let us include your commentary in our book. 


Sincerely, 


| 


Paul Montgomery 
President 
Bowers and Merena Galleries 


A Collectors Universe™ Company 


1 Sanctuary Boulevard, Suite 201 * Mandeville, LA 70471 « (800) 458-4646 © (985) 626-1210 © Fax: (985) 626-8672 
www.bowersandmerena.com ® nasdaq:clct 





FROM = MONEY MUSEUM FAX NO. + 3145165983 Sep. 235 2003 83:49PM Pl 


Mr. Pau] Montgomery September 23, 2003 
Bowers & Merena Galleries 

| Sanctuary Blvd. Suite 20] 

Mandeville, LA 7047} 


Dear Mr. Montgomery: ; 
AL 

Thank you for your mteresting September 15, 2003 letter about 1913 Liberty 
Head nickel project. You certainly pulled off a publicity event of proportions and of 
amazing success. 

As to your request I checked our letter file on the subject and it is over 4 inches 
thick. lt was a treat to skim through. It covers 60 years from buying the coins from the 
Green Estate, opinions of everyone, correspondence with Mrs. Givens and the Walton 
Estate, a letter to George O. Walton himself, publicity galore, the Buffalo |913 nickel 
Type IL in copper composition, the leather case with a picture of all the coin in my 
original notes as to differences between the condition of the pieces, other people who 

Lot, would to write a book about the coins, omission of mention by Pollock, correspondence 
with Don Taxay, Lee Hewitt, Gilroy Roberts, Eva Adams, Val Stefanelli, etc. 

I do not know Ray Knight. Have I ever met you? [ have known Mark Borchardt 
for a long time. 


Let us talk about the matter. Please be sure you really want to do this project. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
P.S. Written before the conference telephone call on September 23, 2003 


Tel: 314-727-0850 
Email: 
Fax: 314-727-0820 
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Subj: various 
Date: 10/4/2003 3:53:25 PM Central Standard Time 
From: jdrc@mindspring.com 
To: EricNumis@aol.com 
Eric: 


Hope all is well with you. Got back from an enjoyable trip to Colorado Springs and am working on several 
projects...as usual... 


Have a couple of questions that maybe you can help me with. In fact, you are probably the only one who might 
have a clue to the answers... 


1)- The holder for the 1913 Liberty nickels. Do you think that Samuel Brown had it made or perhaps was it Col. 
Green? 


2)- Obviously, if Samuel Brown had it made, then this question is obvious: Where did the other 3 coins come 
from? 1913 No "F" Pattern Indian Head 5C, the regular issue 1913 Type 1 Indian Head 5C, and the Bronze 
(Copper?) 1913 Type 2 Indian Head 5C. | know you still have the latter 2 coins, as you have shown them to me. 
Were these, as | suspect, added by Col. Green? If so, then, of course, he added the 3 other coins. 


3)- The No "F" 1913 Indian Head was "taken" by B.G. Johnson as his "commission" for the deal (per your 
statement to me a couple of years ago). Do you know if he sold it to Abe Kosoff (who then would have sold it to 
King Farouk)? (It is not specifically mentioned in the Palace sale either under the set of nickels or among the 
Patterns, but one of the No "F" nickels is around today and is called ex-Farouk. My guess is that it is the Col. 
Green/B.G. Johnson "commission" coin.) 


4)- The rumour of a sixth 1913 Liberty Head 5C seems to have started with a December 1953 article in 
Numismatic Scrapbook. (My collection of Scrapbooks only goes back to 1956.) This article also seems to be the 
source of the misinformation that the holder had 6 openings (of course, you know that it had-and still has-8!!!!). 


Since Breen and others have repeated the story that the holder had 6 openings and 1 was empty, | believe that is 
how the rumour of a 6th example was "created." Am | correct in how the story was born? 


Thanks in advance for any help you can give me.... 


JD 


Sunday, October 05, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 








Mercantile 
Money Museum 


Mercantile Tower 
Seventh & Washington 
St. Louis, Mo. 63101 
314-421-1819 





We believe we should make clear why the April 30 meeting arose. On 

April 1, 1996, it was disappointing to us to have you send us a revised 
Museum Agreement signed by Mercantile with many major drastic changes 
(presumably prepared by your attorneys) without ever having even discussed 
any such changes with us. We are not accustomed to being dealt with 

in that manner. For that reason we felt justified in requesting a 

meeting with Mercantile's president. 


We believe that after thinking over and discussing the museum matter 
with your associates, you will find a better way to solve any problems 
you have which affect us. We have had a long and wonderful relationship 
with Mercantile but we became somewhat neglected a couple of years 

ago. We can revive that cooperative spirit again if you look at the 

big picture. 


Very truly yours, 


Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 


By 
Eric P. Newman, Pres. 


Evelyn Ft Newman, V.P. 


c: Thomas H. Jacobsen 
Richard H. Goldberg 
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Subj: various 
Date: 10/4/2003 3:53:25 PM Central Standard Time 
From: jdrc@mindspring.com 
To: EricNumis@aol.com 
Eric: 


Hope all is well with you. Got back from an enjoyable trip to Colorado Springs and am working on several 
projects...as usual... 


Have a couple of questions that maybe you can help me with. In fact, you are probably the only one who might 
have a clue to the answers.... 


1)- The holder for the 1913 Liberty nickels. Do you think that Samuel Brown had it made or perhaps was it Col. 
Green? 


2)- Obviously, if Samuel Brown had it made, then this question is obvious: Where did the other 3 coins come 
from? 1913 No "F"” Pattern Indian Head 5C, the regular issue 1913 Type 1 Indian Head 5C, and the Bronze 
(Copper?) 1913 Type 2 Indian Head 5C. | know you still have the latter 2 coins, as you have shown them to me. 
Were these, as | suspect, added by Col. Green? If so, then, of course, he added the 3 other coins. 


3)- The No "F" 1913 Indian Head was "taken" by B.G. Johnson as his "commission" for the deal (per your 
statement to me a couple of years ago). Do you know if he sold it to Abe Kosoff (who then would have sold it to 
King Farouk)? (It is not specifically mentioned in the Palace sale either under the set of nickels or among the 
Patterns, but one of the No "F" nickels is around today and is called ex-Farouk. My guess is that it is the Col. 
Green/B.G. Johnson "commission” coin.) 


4)- The rumour of a sixth 1913 Liberty Head 5C seems to have started with a December 1953 article in 
Numismatic Scrapbook. (My collection of Scrapbooks only goes back to 1956.) This article also seems to be the 
source of the misinformation that the holder had 6 openings (of course, you know that it had-and still has-8!!!!). 
Since Breen and others have repeated the story that the holder had 6 openings and 1 was empty, | believe that is 
how the rumour of a 6th example was "created." Am | correct in how the story was born? 

Thanks in advance for any help you can give me.... 


JD 


Sunday, October 05, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: from Roger Burdette 
Date: 10/17/2003 10:52:23 AM Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 
To: Accurateye 
Dear Roger: | wish to respond immediately to your inquiry. Three people 


from Bowers and Merena Galleries (now centered in the New Orleans area and a 
division of Collectors Universe) are coming to see me on Monday, October 20, 2003 
to discuss my furnishing them with data from my files for a book they wish to publish 
on the 1913 Liberty Head nickels. They had written us about 10 days ago about the 
project and | asked them if they really wanted to undertake a book without being 
selected as yet to sell the coin. They probably hope to get the opportunity to sell the 
"lost" nickel. One of them is Paul Montgomery who was the person who thought up 
the million dollar offer for the missing coin. One is Mark Borckardt (a fine 
numismatist) whom | have long known and the third is a hired writer who often 
works for them. Do you know about this, is this a conflict with you, is there any way 
you might join each other? | did not disclose that you were working on a similar 
project but since you have been in contact with us previously | felt | had to tell you 
this. | want to be supportive of everyone but do not want to create a mess. What is 
your thinking as to this matter? They seem to be willing to undertake the expenses 
of the project. 
Any suggestions from you would be appreciated. 

Eric 


Friday, October 17, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: from Roger Burdette 
Date: 10/17/2003 10:52:23 AM Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 
To: Accurateye 
Dear Roger: | wish to respond immediately to your inquiry. Three people 


from Bowers and Merena Galleries (now centered in the New Orleans area and a 
division of Collectors Universe) are coming to see me on Monday, October 20, 2003 
to discuss my furnishing them with data from my files for a book they wish to publish 
on the 1913 Liberty Head nickels. They had written us about 10 days ago about the 
project and | asked them if they really wanted to undertake a book without being 
selected as yet to sell the coin. They probably hope to get the opportunity to sell the 
"lost" nickel. One of them is Paul Montgomery who was the person who thought up 
the million dollar offer for the missing coin. One is Mark Borckardt (a fine 
numismatist) whom | have long known and the third is a hired writer who often 
works for them. Do you know about this, is this a conflict with you, is there any way 
you might join each other? | did not disclose that you were working on a similar 
project but since you have been in contact with us previously | felt | had to tell you 
this. | want to be supportive of everyone but do not want to create a mess. What is 
your thinking as to this matter? They seem to be willing to undertake the expenses 
of the project. 

Any suggestions from you would be appreciated. 


Eric 


Saturday, October 18, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: from Roger Burdette 
Date: 10/17/2003 12:57:51 PM Central Standard Time 
From: Accurateye 
To: EricNumis 
Eric, 


Thanks for the information about the B&M book project. Although | was not aware of their 
plans, | don't feel there's any "exclusivity" on scholarship - the more we know the better. My 
note to you about the letters was pure coincidence. 


| have met Paul once, and Mark a couple of times at shows when he worked for Dave Bowers. 
| am also a stockholder in Collectors Universe. 


| probably have only a little more info than they do at this point. My plans are for an undefined 
future date so | don't see any objection. For the present | have to concentrate on the 
"Renaissance" series of books, and getting them published. I'm certainly willing to cooperate if 
they have any questions - It would be great to be able to go to the bookshelf and pull out a 
1913 nickel book that reads with the same scholarship, logic and intellect as your 1804 dollar 
investigation, regardless of author. B&M certainly has the fiscal resources to back such a 
project, and | wish them well. 


lf you want to give them my e-mail that is fine. 
Please let me know what happens. 


Roger 


Friday, October 17, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 
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Mr. Paul Montgomery October 28, 2003 
Bowers & Merena Galleries 

1 Sanctuary Blvd., Suite 201 

Mandeville, LA 70471 


Dear Mr. Montgomery: 


Since you plan to visit us in St. Louis on November 17-18, 2003 I thought it might be 
best to make suggestions as to the matter you seem to be interested in. You requested that we 
cooperate in furnishing you information as to the 1913 nickels because you wish to prepare a. 
book on the subject. We will gladly help as is our custom as to numismatic scholarship 
undertakings. We have a quantity of such material. 

We have a few suggestions: | tie btn COA 5 | 

All ‘matters to be published or otherwise distributed relating to this organization or to me 
personally shall be submitted in advance of publication or release to us for corrections as to 
accuracy and our appropriate corrections shall be made by you. 


All material in our files which may be loaned to you for copying or review shall be 
returned to us within 45. days of the loan and not used for any other purpose than the book being 
prepared by you on the 1913 nickels. All copying, shipment or other out of pocket expenses 
will be paid by you. We are to be furnished with 3 copies of the book free of charge if published 
and 3 copies of any subsequent editions. aeons ) , 

The 1913 Type II Indian Head, 5 cent in copper composition shall be described in full 
detail in your book. ee 5 | 

In the future if there is no sale or exchange for value of the Walton Liberty Head 1913 
nickel in which your firm or your present affiliates or present officers of any of them participate 
then there shall be no obligation to us for the use-of our material. If however your corporation, 
its parent, any reorganization of them your present officers or their present officers directly or 
indirectly participate by commission or otherwise in the sale or exchange for value of the Walton 
coin we are to receive a $5,000 donation from you at that time. Your parent corporation will 
guarantee this donation. oes 

These are just suggestions which can be clarified and reworked. 

We look forward to hearing from you before your trip to St. Louis. 


My best to all of you, 


Eric P. Newman 
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Mr. Paul Montgomery October 28, 2003 
Bowers & Merena Galleries 

1 Sanctuary Blvd., Suite 201 

Mandeville, LA 70471 


Dear Mr. Montgomery: 


Since you plan to visit us in St. Louis on November 17-18, 2003 I thought it might be 
best to make suggestions as to the matter you seem to be interested in. You requested that we 
cooperate in furnishing you information as to the 1913 nickels because you wish to prepare a 
book on the subject. We will gladly help as is our custom as to numismatic scholarship 
undertakings. We have a quantity of such material. 

We have a few suggestions: 

All matters to be published or otherwise distributed relating to this organization or to me 
personally shall be submitted in advance of publication or release to us for corrections as to 
accuracy and our appropriate corrections shall be made by you. 

All material in our files which may be loaned to you for copying or review shall be 
returned to us within 45 days of the loan and not used for any other purpose than the book being 
prepared by you on the 1913 nickels. All copying, shipment or other out of pocket expenses 
will be paid by you. We are to be furnished with 3 copies of the book free of charge if published 
and 3 copies of any subsequent editions. 

The 1913 Type II Indian Head 5 cent in copper composition shall be described in full 
detail in your book. 

In the future if there is no sale or exchange for value of the Walton Liberty Head 1913 
nickel in which your firm or your present affiliates or present officers of any of them participate 
then there shall be no obligation to us for the use of our material. If however your corporation, 
its parent, any reorganization of them your present officers or their present officers directly or 
indirectly participate by commission or otherwise in the sale or exchange for value of the Walton 
coin we are to receive a $5,000 donation from you at that time. Your parent corporation will 
guarantee this donation. 

These are just suggestions which can be clarified and reworked. 

We look forward to hearing from you before your trip to St. Louis. 


My best to all of you, 


Eric P. Newman 
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LOVE MANAGEMENT 
COMPANY, INC. 


Sh Nees cemestne <hbeureneses en, Le. eee ye 


212 South Central, Suite 100 
St. Louls, Missourl 63105-3569 
(344) 542-8700 


1344) 512-8701 Fax 
www.lovemgmt.com 


October 15, 2003 


Mr. Bernard Edison 

Edison Foundation 

220 N. Fourth St., Suite 220A 
St. Louis, MO 63102 


Re: Certificate of Insurance 


Dear Mr. Edison: 


During a routine audit of your file, it was found that you have either not provided the Landlord 
with a current Certificate of Insurance or your Certificate of Insurance has expired. Per your 
Lease, you are required to do so. You may refer to your Lease for more detailed information. 
Please ensure that your policy lists Capstar Hallmark Company, LLC, and Love Management 


Please forward this to my attention at the letterhead address as soon as possible. 
If you have any questions or require further information, please call me at 512-8703. Thank you. 
Sincerely, 
LOVE MANAGEMENT COMPANY, INC, 
f) 


Apuaoel Grrtday 


i Vouise Kennedy 
~ Leasing Specialist 


one of 
THE LOVE COMPANIES 
REAL ESTATE AND FINANCE SINCE 1875 
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KnightWriter 
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November 20, 2003 7 


Mr. Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you so much for making our visit to St. Louis even more rewarding and productive than 
we had hoped. Mark and I thoroughly enjoyed the experience. We greatly appreciate your 
professional courtesy, gracious hospitality, and personal generosity. 


It was both illuminating and entertaining to tour your treasury of documents and recollections 
about the 1913 Liberty head nickels. The insights and information you provided are a valuable 
contribution to our understanding of these coins and will add dimension to our telling of their 
story. 


On the flight home, I couldn’t wait to browse my personally autographed copy of The Early 
Paper Money of America. Besides learning a great deal from the very start, I was struck by the 
depth and detail of research the book represents. My hat’s off to you, Eric; as a writer, | 
recognize what a formidable undertaking that was! I will treasure this volume not only for the 
value of its content, but as a memento of the delightful time I spent with you. I know Mark feels 
the same about the book you gave him. 


With the holiday season upon us, we wish you and Mrs. Newman the very warmest wishes for 
health and joy for the coming year. 





P.S/ I’m enclosing a clipping of the Walton newspaper article you were interested in which 
describes a speculative theory of how the 1913 Liberty head nickels came to be made. | forgot to 
make a copy of it for you when we were duplicating all the other material. 


cc: Mark Borckardt 
Paul Montgomery 


encl: | 


1012 Esplanade, N° 7, New Orleans, LA 70116 Phone (504) 524-3809 Fax (504) 524-9316 
Website: www.knightwriter.com Email: ray@knightwriter.com 





Subj: 


Date: 
From: 


To: 


Eric. 


1913 Liberty nickel questions 

12/4/2003 2:22:59 PM Central Standard Time 
ray@knightwriter.com 

ericnumis@aol.com 


Page 1 of 1 


In the various pieces of correspondence between you and Don Taxay, there are references to 
several individuals whose identities I'm uncertain about. I'd appreciate your help with the 


following: 


Who is "JJF"? 


Who is "CMW"? 


Who is Lew Hewitt? 


Who is Margo Russell? 


Thanks! 


Ray 





KnightWriter Ray Knight 


1012 Esplanade #7 
New Orleans, LA 70116 
Ph. 504-524-3809 

Fax 504-524-9316 

Cell 504-458-7823 
ray@knightwriter.com 
www.knightwriter.com 





Thursday, December 04, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 











Subj: Re: 1913 Liberty nickel questions 

Date: 12/4/2003 8:34:09 PM Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: ray@knightwriter.com 


Easy answers fortunately. 

JJF is John J. Ford, Jr. who worked for New Netherlands Coin Co, and sometimes 
independently. 

CMW is Charles M. Wormser, president of New Netherlands Coin Co. 

Lee Hewitt was the editor and owner of the Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine. 
Margo Russell was the editor of COIN WORLD 


| am glad to answer anything | am able to. 


Thank you for the nice letter about your visit to our home. 
Eric 


Thursday, December 04, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: 1913 Liberty nickel questions 

Date: 12/5/2003 8:16:22 AM Central Standard Time 
From: ray@knightwriter.com 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 


Eric, 


Thanks for your quick response with the answers to my queries. I had tried to sort out the answers by 
deduction and cross reference but was stumped. 


The manuscript is progressing on pace, albeit somewhat slowly at times in the complicated areas like the 
question of the legitimacy of the 1913 Liberty nickels. Your insights and the materials you provided 
relative to this aspect of the story play a prominent role in the narrative to this point. 


Best regards, 


Ray 


----- Original Message ----- 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: ray@knightwriter.com 

Sent: Thursday, December 04, 2003 8:34 PM 
Subject: Re: 1913 Liberty nickel questions 


Easy answers fortunately. 

JJF is John J. Ford, Jr. who worked for New Netherlands Coin Co, and sometimes 
independently. 

CMW is Charles M. Wormser, president of New Netherlands Coin Co. 

Lee Hewitt was the editor and owner of the Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine. 
Margo Russell was the editor of COIN WORLD | 


| am glad to answer anything | am able to. 
Thank you for the nice letter about your visit to our home. 
Eric 


Friday, December 05, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 











Subj: 


Date: 
From: 


To: 


Eric, 


Page 1 of 1 «. 


Johnson-Col. Green connection for 1913 Liberty Nickels 
12/17/2003 10:32:11 AM Central Standard Time 
ray@knightwriter.com 

ericnumis@aol.com 


Gloria Peters and Cynthia Mohon cite two references naming B.G. Johnson as brokering the 
five 1913 Liberty head nickels to Col. Green. 


They quote an item from James Kelly in 1967 saying: "The entire set was subsequently 
obtained by the late Colonel Green through dealers B.G. Johson and J.B. Macallister.". They 
also mention an article by Clyde D. Mervis in 1968 in which he mentions that Johnson was 
involved in brokering the set to Green. 


Do you know if Johnson was, in fact, involved in the sale to Green? If so, can you tell me any 
details of the transaction. Can you tell me anything about Macallister and what his relationship 
with Johnson in this deal? Do you know who they got the coins from? 


Ray 





Ray Knight 

1012 Esplanade #7 
New Orleans, LA 70116 
Ph. 504-524-3809 

Fax 504-524-9316 

Cell 504-458-7823 
ray@knightwriter.com 
www. knightwriter.com 


Saturday, December 20, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: 1913 Liberty Nickel inventory notes 
Date: 12/20/2003 7:39:52 PM Central Standard Time 
From: ray@knightwriter.com 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 


By the way, Eric, congratulations on the opening of the Newman Money Museum. I just read about it in 
the Coin World that arrived today. I'm sure you and Mrs. Newman must be very proud of it. I hope to 
visit it sometime and, if good fortune allows, to see you and Evelyn again. 


Ray 


----- Original Message ----- 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: ray@knightwriter.com 

Sent: Saturday, December 20, 2003 2:28 PM 
Subject: Re: 1913 Liberty Nickel inventory notes 


Happy Holiday Ray: 

The written notations on the inventory sheets next to the 1913 nickels are in 
Johnson's handwriting and indicate the date of the sale of the adjacent item. 
My birthday is May 25, 1911 and please plan to attend my 100th 

unless you have a haircut or something else scheduled. 

Eric 


Saturday, December 20, 2003 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: 1913 Liberty Nickel inventory notes 
Date: 1/9/2004 9:23:05 AM Central Standard Time 
From: ray@knightwriter.com 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 


Eric, 
I hate to belabor this point, but I want to be sure I'm reporting the facts accurately. 


The notations on B.G. Johnson's inventory sheet show dates of 3/26/43, 3/11/43, 3/12/43, 3/25/43, and 
3/20/43 -- which I read to be sale dates all in March, 1943. However, every written report I have 
gathered on this period says that Johnson sold the 1913 Liberty Head nickels (except for the one you 
kept) in 1942, not 1943. Will I be correct in saying those reports are all wrong? As I'm sure you have 
found in your research, it's not uncommon in the numismatic literature for misinformation to get 
propagated as fact. But I want to be sure I'm right before calling them all in error. 


On another point, Beth Deisher reported in a 2001 article in Coin World, apparently from an interview 
with you, that you sold your Liberty Head nickel for $2,000. However, in your letter to Q. David 
Bowers in 1996, which you so graciously supplied us a copy, you indicated that Abe Kosoff told you 
"he would give me $2500." What was the actual selling price of the coin in that transaction? The 
difference of $500 may seem a relatively small amount in today's dollars, but in the context of 1948, it 
was a sizeable sum. 


Best regards, 
Ray 


---- Original Message ----- 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: ray@knightwriter.com 

Sent: Saturday, December 20, 2003 2:28 PM 
Subject: Re: 1913 Liberty Nickel inventory notes 


Happy Holiday Ray: 

The written notations on the inventory sheets next to the 1913 nickels are in 
Johnson's handwriting and indicate the date of the sale of the adjacent item. 
My birthday is May 25, 1911 and please plan to attend my 100th 

unless you have a haircut or something else scheduled. 

Eric 


Saturday, January 10, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: 1913 Liberty Nickel inventory notes 
Date: 1/10/2004 4:27:51 PM Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

1: ray@knightwriter.com 


Dear Ray: As to the dates of the sales of the 1913 Liberty Head nickels | spent two 
hours looking through old records. | found that | withdrew mine on February 15, 
1943 and Johnson withdrew one at the same time. Now the problem is when were 
the other three sold. Since they were all bought by us at the end of 1941 | will have 
to look through Johnson's retained invoices for 1942 to see what they show. Those 
invoices are filed by date rather than by purchaser. Do you know how many or 
which ones were sold to James Kelley of Dayton, Ohio? Was anyone else a 
customer?Johnson's inventory record is right as to the first two items and | hope we 
will be able to find out the right dates as to the other three. When Johnson sold his 
last piece you may be able to me guide me so | do not have to go through piles of 
invoices. 

As to the price | received when | sold mine to Kosoff | have no recollection. It could 
be $2,000 or $2,500. | guess | might find my 1948 income tax return records so you 
will have the right amount. | will do that in due course. 

Eric 


Sunday, January 11, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: 1913 Liberty Nickel inventory notes 
Date: 1/10/2004 4:27:51 PM Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: ray@knightwriter.com 


Dear Ray: As to the dates of the sales of the 1913 Liberty Head nickels | spent two 
hours looking through old records. | found that | withdrew mine on February 15, 
1943 and Johnson withdrew one at the same time. Now the problem is when were 
the other three sold. Since they were all bought by us at the end of 1941 | will have 
to look through Johnson's retained invoices for 1942 to see what they show. Those 
invoices are filed by date rather than by purchaser. Do you know how many or 
which ones were sold to James Kelley of Dayton, Ohio? Was anyone else a 
customer?Johnson's inventory record is right as to the first two items and | hope we 
will be able to find out the right dates as to the other three. When Johnson sold his 
last piece you may be able to me guide me so | do not have to go through piles of 
invoices. 

As to the price | received when | sold mine to Kosoff | have no recollection. It could 
be $2,000 or $2,500. | guess | might find my 1948 income tax return records so you 
will have the right amount. | will do that in due course. 

Eric 


Saturday, January 10, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: 1913 Liberty Nickel inventory notes 
Date: 1/10/2004 5:21:46 PM Central Standard Time 
From: ray@knightwriter.com 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 


Eric, 


I regret putting you to so much trouble. I truly appreciate your gracious attention on this sale date 
matter. It's a key point because virtually everyone who has written on the topic says B.G. Johnson sold 
them in 1942, when the indications are that it was apparently 1943. If the latter date is true, this will be 
new information to the numismatic world. 


The reference I'm keying in on is Johnson's inventory page for the nickels, which you provided. In the 
attached picture file, I've blown up the detail of the top of the page where his handwritten notations give 
dates all in March, 1943. One of them says "3/11/43" and the initials "EPN," which I assumed to be 
you. But you say you took possession of yours on February 15, 1943. So what might the 3/11/43 
reference have been? 


The dates listed on Johnon's inventory record, as best I can make them out, are 3/26/43, 3/11/43, 
3/12/43, 3/25/43, and 3/20/43. If you have records of his invoices, I would think these dates would be 
the first ones to check, if these are indeed supposed to be the dates he sold the coins. The notation 
"recd" appears beside the top two, suggesting that something was "received," I would guess, though it's 
not clear what -- payment perhaps? 


According to all the reports I've read, Johnson sold three of the nickels to James Kelly and one to F.C.C. 
Boyd. Most pedigree listings indicate that Boyd bought the coin now identified as the Norweb or 
Smithsonian nickel (the "#2 Proof" on your handwritten description of the coins you received from Col. 
Green's estate). The pedigrees show that Kelly bought the Olsen-Hawn-Legend nickel (#4 "Dull Proof" 
on your list), the Walton specimen ("#3 Dull Proof" on your list), and the McDermott-Bebee-ANA 
specimen ("#5 Unc" on your list). 


It's not necessary for you to dig into old income tax records about the sale price. I'm astonished that you 
would even still have records that far back! My inclination is that $2,000 was probably the correct price, 
since Kosoff sold the nickel to Louis Eliasberg for $2,350, according to a telegram from Eliasberg. It 
seems apparent that he already had a buyer for the coin in mind when he coaxed you into selling it to 
him, and it's unlikely he would have done so only to lose money by paying you $2,500 for it. Does that 
argument sound reasonable to you? 


I can't thank you enough for your magnificent assistance in sorting out these difficult details. 
Best regards, 


Ray 


----- Original Message ----- 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: ray@knightwriter.com 

Sent: Saturday, January 10, 2004 4:27 PM 
Subject: Re: 1913 Liberty Nickel inventory notes 
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Subj: Re: 1913 Liberty Nickel inventory notes 
Date: 1/10/2004 5:21:46 PM Central Standard Time 
From: ray@knightwriter.com 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 


Eric, 


I regret putting you to so much trouble. I truly appreciate your gracious attention on this sale date 
matter. It's a key point because virtually everyone who has written on the topic says B.G. Johnson sold 
them in 1942, when the indications are that it was apparently 1943. If the latter date is true, this will be 
new information to the numismatic world. 


The reference I'm keying in on is Johnson's inventory page for the nickels, which you provided. In the 
attached picture file, I've blown up the detail of the top of the page where his handwritten notations give 
dates all in March, 1943. One of them says "3/11/43" and the initials "EPN," which I assumed to be 
you. But you say you took possession of yours on February 15, 1943. So what might the 3/11/43 
reference have been? 


The dates listed on Johnon's inventory record, as best I can make them out, are 3/26/43, 3/11/43, 
3/12/43, 3/25/43, and 3/20/43. If you have records of his invoices, I would think these dates would be 
the first ones to check, if these are indeed supposed to be the dates he sold the coins. The notation 
"recd" appears beside the top two, suggesting that something was "received," I would guess, though it's 
not clear what -- payment perhaps? 


According to all the reports I've read, Johnson sold three of the nickels to James Kelly and one to F.C.C. 
Boyd. Most pedigree listings indicate that Boyd bought the coin now identified as the Norweb or 
Smithsonian nickel (the "#2 Proof" on your handwritten description of the coins you received from Col. 
Green's estate). The pedigrees show that Kelly bought the Olsen-Hawn-Legend nickel (#4 "Dull Proof" 
on your list), the Walton specimen ("#3 Dull Proof" on your list), and the McDermott-Bebee-ANA 
specimen ("#5 Unc" on your list). 


It's not necessary for you to dig into old income tax records about the sale price. I'm astonished that you 
would even still have records that far back! My inclination is that $2,000 was probably the correct price, 
since Kosoff sold the nickel to Louis Eliasberg for $2,350, according to a telegram from Eliasberg. It 
seems apparent that he already had a buyer for the coin in mind when he coaxed you into selling it to 
him, and it's unlikely he would have done so only to lose money by paying you $2,500 for it. Does that 
argument sound reasonable to you? 


I can't thank you enough for your magnificent assistance in sorting out these difficult details. 
Best regards, 


Ray 


—--- Original Message ----- 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: ray@knightwriter.com 

Sent: Saturday, January 10, 2004 4:27 PM 
Subject: Re: 1913 Liberty Nickel inventory notes 


Monday, January 12, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: The wandering 1913 nickels 

Date: 1/11/2004 5:41:17 PM Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: ray@knightrider.com 


Dear Ray: | have spent four hours in my dungeon of papers going over thousands 
of Johnson invoices. | finally yelled EUREKA after endless frustration. You caught 
me on a typo on sending you the 2/15/43 date instead of the 3/15/43 date for the 
withdrawal of mine (and one for Johnson) and that gave me the drive to numb 
myself until victory. 

| found a 3/11/43 invoice to James Kelly, 3rd & Bdwy, Dayton, Ohio with nine items 
totaling $1,461 including a 1913 Liberty Head 5c proof for $750. 

| then found another invoice dated 3/11/43 for $750 for another one to James 

Kelly without any other coins on it. 

| looked for a third invoice under the name Kelly but did not find one. Perhaps it is 
under another name or was thrown out as a duplicate by someone or perhaps | did 
not find it because the invoices are not properly alphabetized. 

Last but not least | found an 4/22/43 invoice to F.C.C. Boyd, 131 Varick St., New 
York, N.Y. fora 1913 U.S. 5c Nickel Liberty Head Proof for $1,000. 

That accounts for three of them. My withdrawal of one makes four. Who bought the 
fifth? 

This proves conclusively that the scribbled writing of Johnson on the inventory is 
accurate and therefore the missing invoice to somebody was dated 1943 when four 
of them were sold about the same time. | realize that the five nickels were bought 
and delivered in December 1941. | know that Johnson wanted to keep the entire 
group intact in order to bring them to Mehl and rub his nose in them as Mehl had 
never seen one and had advertised for them profusely. | also know that Johnson 
being unusually ethical might have been ashamed to sell them as genuine coins to 
a customer who was other than an informed dealer who knew about their 
background. | will send you photocopies of the invoices if you wish as they clear up 
most of the problem. 

As to whether | sold my nickel for $2000 or $2500 please give me some further 
time. The fact that Kosoff's customer paid less than $2500 does not mean much to 
me because | know dealers sometimes invoice a customer with a spread or a 
bargain in order to get goodwill so they include other items with a big markup or 
because the customer wants the prices reallocated for various or nefarious 
reasons. 

You will be happy to receive this missive | am sure. 

Eric 


Sunday, January 11, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Johnson's invoices on 1913 nickels 

Date: 1/12/2004 1:07:00 PM Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: ray@knightrider.com 


Dear Ray: Finally | found the missing item. The date of payment for the pieces is 
the date written by Johnson on the inventory. The date of the invoices is only 
slightly different. The first two pieces on the inventory naturally had no payment as 
they were just equal withdrawals by EPN and BGJ. 

The newly located invoice is to James Kelly 3rd & Broadway, Dayton, Ohio is 
dated March 17th /43 and reads differently from the others. It describes the piece 
as 

"1913 U.S. Nickel. Liberty head Uncirculated with proof surface" 

$750 00 and has handwritten on it in pencil "Pd 3 / 23/ 43" 

A photocopy is available. 


| hope | have this type of luck in finding other remote matters | am working on. 
Hallelujah. 


Eric 


Monday, January 12, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: The right price and date 
Date: 01/17/2004 7:36:22 PM Central Standard Time 
From: ray@knightwriter.com 
To: EricNumis@aol.com 
Eric, 


I'm happy that you didn't throw out your old records. The information is invaluable. I'm hoping you 
also still have some records that will tell us for sure when B.G. Johnson sold the other four nickels. Is it 
possible that you have his invoices from that period? Or would his inventory sheet be the most reliable 
source for the sale dates? I'm hoping to set the pedigrees as accurately as possible to correct some long- 
standing misinformation in the published records of the nickels. 


Very best regards, 


Ray 


----- Original Message ----- 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: ray@knightwriter.com 

Sent: Saturday, January 17, 2004 5:35 PM 
Subject: The right price and date 


Dear Ray: | found the information you asked for in my 1949 income tax file, 

believe it or not. | sold my beautiful 1913 nickel to Abe Kosoff on 11/2/49 for 
$2,000. You may think | am senile not to throw out old records like that but | 
did not have time to do so. 

Eric 


Monday, January 19, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: The right price and date 
Date: 01/19/2004 10:38:30 AM Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 
To: ray@knightwriter.com 
Dear Ray: 


| presume from your 1/17/04 Email that you did not receive my Emails of Jan 11 and 
Jan 12 in which I told you that | found the four invoices covering the sales of the 
nickels, three to James Kelly and one to Fred Boyd. | offered to send copies if you 
wish. 

Please look through your old messages and see if you find mine. 

Let me know. __ Eric 


Monday, January 19, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re-send of message 

Date: 01/20/2004 2:48:16 PM Central Standard Time 
From: ray@knightwriter.com 

To: ericnumis@aol.com 


Eric, | thought | had my email problems resolved last night but today I'm still having troubles. 
The problem now is not that | can't receive but that | can't send. | think | have found a 
workaround to fix it for now. You may have received an earlier email from me last night, and if 
so, disregard this one. I'm re-sending that message, below, in case it was not transmitted to 
you last night. 


Ray 


I did not receive the earlier emails on January 11 and 12 with your information about the invoices. I 
have had some problems of late with my email server, and apparently your messages on those days were 
somehow intercepted and deleted before arriving in my inbox. 


Today I was locked out all day and unable to receive any email messages at all. I felt handcuffed all 
day. Computer technology is marvelous when it works, but when it doesn't, I realize just how dependent 
on it I've become. 


The technical people finally advised that there was a message that had become corrupted or contained a 
virus that my email handler refused to process. This brought everything to a halt and put a stopper in 
my flow of email. I have only just now, at a little after 11:00 p.m., learned from the technicians how to 
resolve the problem. It appears that I now have email communication again. 


However, your earlier messages that were lost cannot be recovered, I'm afraid. You must have thought 
I was terribly rude not to reply in a timely way to your gracious response. Please know that I was 
eagerly awaiting that information and would have gotten back to you in an instant had the emails you 
sent got through. 


I would love to have copies of the four invoices if it is not a major inconvenience. If you could mail 
them to me at the address below, that would be fantastic! Let me know what your expenses are so I can 
reimburse you. 


In the meantime, what do the invoices show as the dates and sale prices? 


Ray Knight 

1012 Esplanade #7 
New Orleans, LA 70116 
Ph. 504-524-3809 

Fax 504-524-9316 

Cell 504-458-7823 
ray@knightwriter.com 
www.knightwriter.com 
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Subj: Re: The right price and date 

Date: 01/26/2004 12:13:41 PM Central Standard Time 
From: ray@knightwriter.com 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 


Eric, 
It was a pleasure talking with you this morning, as it always is. 
I received the package you sent in today's mail. It's exactly what I was looking for! 


This information will put to rest for good any questions anyone may have about when 
Johnson sold the nickels and to whom and for how much. It will also set aright the 
misconception written in most pedigrees that they were sold in 1942. That date never did 
seem right to me in the flow of things, but what you've provided is the definitive proof that 
the date was wrong. 


Thank you! 


DRK 


----- Original Message ----- 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: ray@knightwriter.com 

Sent: Monday, January 19, 2004 10:38 AM 
Subject: Re: The right price and date 


Dear Ray: 

| presume from your 1/17/04 Email that you did not receive my Emails of Jan 11 
and Jan 12 in which | told you that | found the four invoices covering the sales of 
the nickels, three to James Kelly and one to Fred Boyd. | offered to send copies if 
you wish. 

Please look through your old messages and see if you find mine. 

Let me know. _ Eric 


Monday, January 26, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: The right price and date 

Date: 01/17/2004 5:35:08 PM Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: ray@knightwriter.com 


Dear Ray: | found the information you asked for in my 1949 income tax file, believe 
it or not. | sold my beautiful 1913 nickel to Abe Kosoff on 11/2/49 for $2,000. You 
may think | am senile not to throw out old records like that but | did not have time to 
do so. 

Eric 





But mall security 
yanked me out of the 
fountain before | was 

able to scrape up a 
respectable amount. 
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Subj: 1913 Liberty Head Nickel update 
Date: 11/04/2004 8:27:50 AM Central Standard Time 


From: ray@knightwriter.com 











To: ericnumis@aol.com 
CC: paul@buyuscoins.com 
Hi, Eric! 


it's hard to believe it has already been a year since Mark Borckardt and | enjoyed your gracious hospitality and 
fascinating tales about the 1913 Liberty Head nickel. | hope you and Mrs. Newman are in good health and good 


spirits. 


Since you were so wonderfully helpful in revealing to us the historic documents related to your experience with 
the famous nickels and being patient with my pesky questions about certain details, | thought you might be 
interested in an update on our book project. 


Unhappily, the book is in limbo. | completed the manuscript in March, just about the time Bowers and Merena 
was bought out by Spectrum. Paul Montgomery and Mark Borckardt went their separate ways after the takeover - 
Paul to U.S. Coin in Houston and Mark to Heritage in Dallas. The manuscript went with the sale and is the 
property of Spectrum, which has so far not moved forward in getting the book published. There have 

been negotiations to get the thing published, but nothing has clicked yet. 


And there it stands. | guessed you might be curious about what we did with the material you supplied. | can tell 
you that it got a lot of play and added a hearty dash of zest to the narrative. We all think it's a great book, but until 
it gets published, we'll never know if the readers agree. 


lf you're interested in seeing the draft manuscript, | can send you a digital file of it. It still needs a few things, 
including revision and update with developments that have taken place since it was finished. But it's close 
enough to complete that our story is fully told. Let me know if you'd like to see a copy of the draft. 


in the meantime, I'm still looking forward to coming to your 100th birthday party! 
Best regards, 


Ray 


Ray Knight 

1012 Esplanade #7 
New Orleans, LA 70116 
Ph. 504-524-3809 

Fax 504-524-9316 

Cell 504-458-7823 
ray@knightwriter.com 
www.knightwriter.com 





ou) ‘spieBel pury 

‘ssaiBoid sayLN} S}i 0} Se a}ep 0} dn sn daay eseajq 

‘sn 0} Adoo e& puas 0} 

Jedojd 8q pjnom }i Yul} | SJe;dLWOD AjjenUesqns si pue Pjoy UO SI yOOG aU} soUIS 
"SW jexoIU pes}y AVE!) E16] Oy} jnNoge J9}9] uly INOA JO} NOA yueUL 


‘Aey seaq 
WOdJa}UMYBIUy@®) Aes ‘OL 
SIWNNOWUS (WOJ4 


OUI] PIEPUEIS JERUSD WV 1€:8S:6 POOZ/PO/LL = :1e 
ayepdn je49IN peoH Ayoqiy S16) :2u ‘Iqng 


Thursday, November 04, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 


] JO | aseg 


Page | of 1 


STMNNOLY :OuIUO BOLIOWY $00Z “PO JOqUIoAON ‘Aepsny 


Subj: Re: 1913 Liberty Head Nickel update 
Date: 11/04/2004 10:36:45 AM Central Standard Time 
From: ray@knightwriter.com 


To: EricNumis@aol.com 
CC: paul@buyuscoins.com 
Eric, 


I would be very pleased to send you a copy of the manuscript draft. It's quite a large file - around 2.5 
megabytes. I can send it to you by email if your service can handle that large a file, or I could burn a 
CD and mail it to you. A third alternative is that I could upload it to my Yahoo Briefcase site, and 
you could download it from there. Which option would work best for you? 


Ray 


—--- Original Message ----- 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: ray@knightwriter.com 

Sent: Thursday, November 04, 2004 9:58 AM 
Subject: Re: 1913 Liberty Head Nickel update 


Dear Ray: 

Thank you for your kind letter about the 1913 Liberty Head nickel ms. 

Since the book is on hold and is substantially complete | think it would be proper 
to send a copy to us. 

Please keep us up to date as to its further progress. 

Kind regards. Eric. 
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Subj: 1913 Liberty Head nickel book 

Date: 01/24/2005 12:06:34 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: ray@knightwriter.com 

To: ericnumis@aol.com 


Hi, Eric! 


I'm happy to send you the good news that the publication of our book on the 1913 Liberty Head nickel is finally 
going to happen. Paul Montgomery, Mark Borckardt, and | are very excited at the prospect of at last seeing the 
book in its completed form. We're putting the final touches on the manuscript now. It should be published in the 
near future. 


| hope you've had a chance to read the draft file of the manuscript | sent you on CD and that you're comfortable 
that we've done justice to the interesting material you shared with us. Thanks again for your invaluable help! 


Ray 


KnightWriter Ray Knight 


1012 Esplanade #7 
New Orleans, LA 70116 
Ph. 504-524-3809 

Fax 504-524-9316 

Cell 504-458-7823 
ray@knightwriter.com 
www.knightwriter.com 
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Subj: Re: 1913 Liberty Head nickel book 

Date: 01/25/2005 1:16:15 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

10; ray@knightwriter.com 

Dear Ray: 


| am surprised and pleased that your book is cleared for action. | have not read 
your disc because | did not expect the project would materialize for a while. | am 
now reading the final draft of parts of John Dannreuther's new book on early US 
gold coinage. | believe it would be better for you to send me another draft of the 
parts of your book you want me to read after the current changes are made. Who 
is the publisher or promoter of the project? 

Thank you for the pleasant news. 


Enc 


Tuesday, January 25, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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Re: 1913 Liberty Head nickel book 
01/25/2005 6:22:47 P.M. Central Standard Time 
ray@knightwriter.com 

EricNumis@aol.com 

paul@buyuscoins.com 


Paul tells me the publisher will be Bart Crane of Transline International of California. 


| should have the manuscript completed with the changes within the next couple of weeks. I'll send you a CD of 
the final draft with a note about the areas you might have a personal interest in reading. Of course, you're 
welcome to read the whole thing if it appeals to you. 


Best regards, 


Ray 
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Subj: RE: From Roger Burdette 

Date: 02/10/2005 6:35:38 A.M. Central Standard Time 
From: rburdette@mitre.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

CC: accurateye@aol.com 

Eric, 


Sorry to hear about your fall, but glad that no bones were broken. | presume you'll 
soon be back to Rugby practice.... 


That's fantastic about your grandson - amazing what good things the internet can 
help us do! | bet his fiancé and your wife will get along wonderfully. 


| taught for 9 years in public school and recall hearing horror stories about some 
of the NYC schools. It was tough finding my first teaching job and | almost ended 
up teaching in Washington DC, but was fortunate to find a last-minute opening in 
a small town in Maryland. Your grandson must have nerves of steel to be the 
principal of a Bronx school - the problems are far deeper than those that can be 
solved by Bill Gates’ money. | am currently working on a project for the Census 
Bureau and they have quite a list of stories to tell about living and family 
conditions in some of the places they have to go to complete the decennial 
census. 


On the 1913 book, I'm wondering if there might be two parallel projects underway. 
| had assumed Mark's was the remnants of the Bowers & Merena effort, but from 
your comments it appears that may not be the case. 


| have a minor theory in regard to the 1913 Liberty nickels, and would appreciate 
your opinion of it --- Given that the 5 specimens differ in quality from fully brilliant 
proof to somewhat proof-like (in surface appearance), it could be possible they 
were struck from unhardened dies. My reasoning is that in 1916, the mint struck 
polished specimens of the first Weinman & MacNeil designs. The dies were 
unhardened and had to be rebuffed after every one or two strikes - this caused 
detail to be rubbed off the dies resulting in worn looking experimental coins. The 
difference between individual pieces is noticeable. If unhardened dies were used 
in 1913, this could have produced the surface quality differences seen on the 5 
extant specimens. We know that Barber usually made working dies for the next 
year in November and early December of the preceding year. We also know that 
he often did not have the dies hardened until just before use. (This was because 
the Denver and San Francisco mints had presses that required different length 
stems on the dies, and it was too difficult to cut hardened steel. The working dies 
where shipped unhardened, then hardened at the branch mints.) Striking the proof 
pieces would have been easy, since normal proofs were made in a medal press, 
from fresh dies. 


Thursday, February 10, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 





Page 2 of 3 


Your and your wife are very fortunate to have had a mutually supporting marriage. 
My wife has never shown any interest in or support for numismatics, classical 
music, creative photography, science or the other things in which | am interested, 
except if it involves money. She has few interests of her own and has generally 
rejected my attempts to be supportive and encouraging of things she does. The 
numismatic research is, to her, totally worthless and a waste of time -- yet she has 
no impediment to demanding 1/2 of any profits that might come from publication. 
(Profits that | have told her are very unlikely....) It is a nasty situation which we are 
trying to resolve through mediation, but it prevents me from moving forward with 
book publication. 


Hope you can soon toss the walker and get back to your normal activities! 


Roger Burdette 


From: EricNumis@aol.com [mailto:EricNumis@aol.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 09, 2005 5:43 PM 

To: rburdette@mitre.org 

Subject: Re: From Roger Burdette 


Dear Roger: 
| was delighted to hear from you. Three weeks ago | fell off a chair and have 
to use a walker for a while until | heal. How dumb. | fortunately did not break 
anything. 
| am so sorry you are having marital problems. My wife has tolerated my 
collecting and writing work and helped me do it and | have helped her in her 
projects. Both of us are thrilled with the accomplishments of the other. We 
are so lucky to have had 65 years of teamwork and both work every day. 
We are having a visit in a week by our New York grandson who is a 
principal of a public school in the Bronx backed by Outward Bound, Bill 
Gates and the NY City School System. It is a horror and we hope he 
can stand it. He got engaged to a girl over Internet (a shocker) and is 
bringing her. She was born in Riga, Latvia, came as a child to Vancouver, 
financially supported her education by herself and now is a successful New 
York City investment banker with Credite Suisse First Boston. She is a 
dreamboat. Her family came originated in a ghetto in Lithuania, moved to 
Eastern Siberia during the Stalin and Hitler period and survived. The ghetto 
her family came from was 30 miles from the ghetto my wife's family originally 
came from. A Fiddler on the Roof type of situation. A little different from 
customary engagements. 
As to the 1913 Nickel book | did not Know Mark Borckardt was writing it. 
Does that mean Heritage is sponsoring it as | just heard from the 
professional writer (Ray Knight) that he will send me the ms. and that it will 
be published by a California firm? | had given up that it would be published 
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after Bowers and Merena sold itself but Borckardt's transfer to Heritage must 


have revived it. 
This is enough news for the present but keep in touch and adjust to your new 


situation as best you can. 
Your friend Eric 


Thursday, February 10, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 





Subj: (no subject) 
Date: 02/14/2005 12:58:14 P.M. Central Standard Time 


From: EricNumis 
To: markb@heritagegalleries.com 
Dear Mark: 


| see in the Esylum that you are listed as editor or major author of the 1913 nickel 
book and Ray Knight is placed third as the writer. Who is the backer or publisher if 
that is not a confidential matter? Does it or they understand the arrangement 
between us as it applies? Is the text going to give the copper composition Indian 
Head Type Il piece a reasonable amount of comment? 

| look forward to reading the ms when it is ready. 

My best. Eric 


Monday. February 14. 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: FW: (no subject) 

Date: 02/14/2005 1:14:06 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: markb@heritagegalleries.com 

To: paul@buyuscoins.com 

CC: EricNumis@aol.com, ray@knightwriter.com 
Paul, 


| sent in a small notice to Esylum that identified you, Ray, and myself as authors of a new 
book on 1913 nickels, as follows: 


1913 LIBERTY NICKEL BOOK IN WORKS 


Mark Borckardt writes: "I can confirm that there is a book in the works on the 1913 
Liberty Nickel. Authors are Mark Borckardt, Paul Montgomery, and Ray Knight. Ray is 
a business writer from New Orleans who actually did all of the writing. Paul and | are 
included as co-authors essentially because of our role in finding the missing fifth 
example. | can't tell you any more at this time, except that this book will be an 
enjoyable read." 


Esylum is an electronic newsletter for book collectors, and there had been some previous 
speculation by various members about a new 1913 nickel book, so my notice was simply to 
provide confirmation without going into details. 


In response, | received the following from Eric Newman, which | feel you could more properly 
address. 


Thanks, Mark 


-----Original Message----- 

From: EricNumis@aol.com [mailto:EricNumis@aol.com] 
Sent: Monday, February 14, 2005 12:58 PM 

To: Borckardt, Mark - 345 

Subject: (no subject) 


Dear Mark: 

| see in the Esylum that you are listed as editor or major author of the 1913 nickel 
book and Ray Knight is placed third as the writer. Who is the backer or publisher if 
that is not a confidential matter? Does it or they understand the arrangement 
between us as it applies? Is the text going to give the copper composition Indian 
Head Type II piece a reasonable amount of comment? 

| look forward to reading the ms when it is ready. 

My best. Eric 


Tuesday, February 15, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: RE: (no subject) 

Date: 02/14/2005 2:56:57 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: markb@heritagegalleries.com 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Hi Eric, 


| received a reply from Paul Montgomery regarding this. As he and | are both 
completely removed from Bowers and Merena at this time, our specific interest is 
only that the book gets published. 

Steve Deeds and Greg Roberts are the principles of Bowers and Merena today, 
and they are the backers of publication. 

Bart Crane of Transline is the actual publisher/printer/distributor. 

| would suggest that you contact Steve Deeds, who is the President of Bowers 
and Merena Galleries. 

Thanks, 

Mark 


Also, 

Further on the S-192. You stated that this coin was "stolen" by C. Douglas Smith. 
Can you provide me with all of the specific details that confirms this information. | 
would like to wrap up this deal as soon as possible. 


-----Original Message----- 

From: EricNumis@aol.com [mailto:EricNumis@aol.com] 
Sent: Monday, February 14, 2005 12:58 PM 

To: Borckardt, Mark - 345 

Subject: (no subject) 


Dear Mark: 

| see in the Esylum that you are listed as editor or major author of the 1913 
nickel book and Ray Knight is placed third as the writer. Who is the backer or 
publisher if that is not a confidential matter? Does it or they understand the 
arrangement between us as it applies? Is the text going to give the copper 
composition Indian Head Type II piece a reasonable amount of comment? 

| look forward to reading the ms when it is ready. 

My best. Eric 


Tuesdav. Februarv 15. 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re:1913 Nickel Book 

Date: 02/15/2005 12:33:32 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: markb@heritagegalleries.com 

Dear Mark: 


Thank you for your prompt reply to my inquiry as to the 1913 nickel book. | think 
you should send to Steve Deeds and Greg Roberts of Bowers and Merena a copy 
of the understanding signed in St. Louis about our furnishing our data on the 
subject, unless that has already been done. If you wish to have Ray Knight do it 
that is OK because he was present. 

| am sorry to bother you with this but we all realized when the understanding was 
signed that this project might be transferred to others. 

My best. Eric for EPNNES 

Please inform us as to what has been done in this regard. 


Tuesday, February 15, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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Date: 


From: 


To: 
Cc: 


Eric, 
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RE: 1913 Nickel Book 

02/15/2005 1:00:37 P.M. Central Standard Time 
markb@heritagegalleries.com 
EricNumis@aol.com 

Ray @knightwriter.com, paul@buyuscoins.com 


I'll see if Ray has a copy that can be forwarded although they should already have 
a copy of the agreement. Due to all the transfer of material and moving from 
Louisiana to California, and my move to Dallas, | am not sure | can easily find a 
copy at this moment. 


-----Original Message----- 

From: EricNumis@aol.com [mailto:EricNumis@aol.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2005 12:34 PM 

To: Borckardt, Mark - 345 

Subject: Re:1913 Nickel Book 


Dear Mark: 

Thank you for your prompt reply to my inquiry as to the 1913 nickel book. | 
think you should send to Steve Deeds and Greg Roberts of Bowers and 
Merena a copy of the understanding signed in St. Louis about our furnishing 
our data on the subject, unless that has already been done. If you wish to 
have Ray Knight do it that is OK because he was present. 

| am sorry to bother you with this but we all realized when the 
understanding was signed that this project might be transferred to others. 
My best. Eric for EPNNES 

Please inform us as to what has been done in this regard. 


Tuesday, February 15, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 








Subj. RE: 1918 Nickel Book 
Date: 02/15/2005 3:31:16 P.M. Central Standard Time 


From:  paul@buyuscoins.com 
To: markb@heritagegalleries.com, EricNumis@aol.com 


CC: Ray@knightwriter.com 


Mark and Eric, 
| spoke to Steve Deeds yesterday and reminded him (he’d forgotten) that there is a document somewhere in 


the Bowers/Spectrum world re: the agreement with Eric. He won't be surprised if he hears from either of you. 
As you both know there is very little money in publishing the book. Bart Crane bought the license from 
Bowers/Spectrum for an undisclosed amount thus any profits from the book are going to Transline or Spectrum. 
The coin is not for sale at the moment and the chances of Bowers getting the coin if or when the coin comes 
up is slim in my opinion. | think we are all working for the benefit of the hobby on this one....1 am delighted we 
are going to get the story out but fear there is no profit on the deal in the foreseeable future if ever. | have made 
it clear to the Givens family that at the time they wish to sell the coin that | would broker the deal for them at no 
charge. Being part of this extraordinary deal has been plenty for me. 


Paul 
Gen. 1:31 


From: Borckardt, Mark - 345 [mailto:markb@heritagegalleries.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2005 1:00 PM 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Cc: Ray@knightwriter.com; Paul Montgomery (E-mail) 

Subject: RE: 1913 Nickel Book 


Eric, 

I'll see if Ray has a copy that can be forwarded although they should already have 
a copy of the agreement. Due to all the transfer of material and moving from 
Louisiana to California, and my move to Dallas, | am not sure | can easily find a 


copy at this moment. 


From: EricNumis@aol.com [mailto:EricNumis@aol.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 15, 2005 12:34 PM 

To: Borckardt, Mark - 345 

Subject: Re:1913 Nickel Book 


Dear Mark: 

Thank you for your prompt reply to my inquiry as to the 1913 nickel book. | 
think you should send to Steve Deeds and Greg Roberts of Bowers and 
Merena a copy of the understanding signed in St. Louis about our furnishing 
our data on the subject, unless that has already been done. If you wish to 
have Ray Knight do it that is OK because he was present. 

| am sorry to bother you with this but we all realized when the 
understanding was signed that this project might be transferred to others. 
My best. Eng for EPNNES 

Please inform us as to what has been done in this regard. 


Wednesday, February 16, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: The Houston Money Show & the Promoter! 
Date: 03/09/2005 12:49:51 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: texascoins@houston.rr.com 

Dear Carl: 


| am glad to hear from you and your successful activities. | plan to be present at the St. Louis 
Central States Show in May so | will see you there. 

As to your friend who claims there is a sixth 1913 Liberty Nickel he should send me an image 
of it. There is a book being published as to the entire history of the matter and | will relay it to 
the author if your friend has not already done so. Of course your friend knows that | have the 
Original case in which the original eight coins (three Indian heads) were present and studied 
them all after the purchase of the Green Estate. There were only five Liberty Head in the case. 
| made notations as to their differences. Johnson took them to show Mehl because Mehl had 
never seen one after all of his promotion 

Keep stirring the pot. My best Eric 
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Subj: Re: The Houston Money Show & the Promoter! 
Date: 03/09/2005 3:38:31 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: texascoins@houston.rr.com 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Hi Eric! 


| have forwarded your e-mail to Alvin Stern (our member that has done the research) and Rollie Finner (Patti Finner's 
husband) who is helping Alvin polish his article on the subject. | trust that one, or both, of them may contact you. 


Carl 


----- Original Message ----- 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: texascoins@houston.rr.com 

Sent: Wednesday, March 09, 2005 12:49 PM 

Subject: Re: The Houston Money Show & the Promoter! 


Dear Carl: 
| am glad to hear from you and your successful activities. | plan to be present at the St. Louis 


Central States Show in May so | will see you there. 

As to your friend who claims there is a sixth 1913 Liberty Nickel he should send me an 
image of it. There is a book being published as to the entire history of the matter and | will 
relay it to the author if your friend has not already done so. Of course your friend knows that 
| have the original case in which the original eight coins (three Indian heads) were present 
and studied them all after the purchase of the Green Estate. There were only five Liberty 
Head in the case. | made notations as to their differences. Johnson took them to show Mehl 
because Mehl had never seen one after all of his promotion 

Keep stirring the pot. My best Eric 


Thursday, March 10, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 








KnightWriter 
| 





March 11, 2005 


Dear Eric, 


As we discussed previously, here is the completed manuscript for the "Million Dollar 
Nickels" book on the 1913 Liberty Head nickels for your reference. Chapters 4 and 6 
will probably be of particular interest to you, but I think you may find the rest of the book 
entertaining as well. 





1012 Esplanade, N° 7, New Orleans, LA 70116 Phone (504) 524-3809 Fax (504) 524-9316 
Website: www.knightwriter.com Email: ray@knightwriter.com 
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sMy best.re: Million Dollar NickeldGnss 
Date: 03/11/2005 11:23:00 A.M. Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 
To: ray@knightwriter.com @ 
Dear Ray: 
Thank you for arranging to send us the manuscript for the 1913 nickel book before publication 
as you originally said you would do. It will be read with great interest. Perhaps we will have a 
few suggestions. Are the new financial backers and publishers fully aware of the contract @ 
made in St. Louis which they are to comply with? 
We learned that there are two other writers who have been preparing to publish something on 
the subject and we can give your their names if you wish. 
Keep stirring the pot. Our best. Eric 
for Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society e 
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Subj: Re: Million Dollar Nickels mss 
Date: 03/11/2005 2:48:31 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 
To: ray@knightwriter.com 
Dear Ray: 


We are told that-in connection with an extensive write up of the 1913 nickel matter that Alvin 
Stern is the chief researcher and writer and that Rollie Finner (husband of Patti Finner) is 
helping polish the article. It seems to be nearly complete. 
As to Paul Montgomery it would be nice to know what was the chain of ownership of the right 
to publish the 1913 book you wrote. Do the present owners of that right know about the St. 
Louis contract? Please keep me up to date. 
Thanks . Eric for EPNNES 
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Subj: 1913 nickel book 

Date: 03/14/2005 11:31:17 A.M. Central Standard Time 
From: PMont487 

To: EricNumis 

CC: ray@knightwriter.com 

Dear Eric, 


I hope this note finds you well. 


In a recent conversation with Ray he relayed some possible concerns you may have with regard to your contribution 
on our book and our agreement. I just wanted to let you know that I have no intention of letting our deal slip through 


the cracks. 


As you are probably aware, the manuscript for our book is the property of Bowers and Merena and Spectrum 
numismatics. We were able to successfully negotiate a deal with Transline International to publish the book. The 
transaction was between Spectrum and Transline and our (Mark, Ray and I) further participation is at their sole 


discretion. 


That being said, I have reminded Steve Deeds that we have a deal with you and he should dig up the contract we 
made. I’m sure he has done so. 


Will you please forward a copy of the agreement to my address below or to this email address. Please mark it 
personal and confidential. I would be happy to follow-up on your behalf. 


If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me at any of the following contact information. I will be in 
touch with you as soon as I have a moment to review the contract and speak with Mr. Deeds. Rest assured that I will 


make sure this is not forgotten. 


Sincerely, 


Paul Montgomery 
President 

U.S. Coins, LP 
8435 Katy Fwy. 
Houston, TX 77024 


713-464-6868 (office) 
281-813-8475 (cell) 


Gen. 1:31 


Monday, March 14, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: the book disc. 

Date: 03/23/2005 8:42:04 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: ray@knightwriter.com 

Dear Ray: 


The disc of the 1913 book just arrived (mailed 3/11/05) and | have read a great part of it. What 
a monster masterpiece of fine writing. | never knew so much material could arise from a coin 
situation. 

There are a couple of suggestions | have which would involve slight changes. 

On page 7, section 9, 14/246 you discuss the April 2, 1792 Mint Act. This Act specifically 
provides for the half disme and the disme and does not mention half dime or dime. That 
legislation was unchanged for over 40 years. Even though informal records used the English 
wording the French spelling was always used by Jefferson in his writings. You will be severely 
criticized if you do not correct this. A new article is about to be published in the American 
Journal of Numismatics explaining all this in detail. 


On page 75, section 14, 62/246 | did not write Johnson about my purchase from the Green 
Estate. | told him verbally. He told me that everyone was trying to buy the Green collection or 
some of it and not the particular piece or pieces | bought. 


| have not read far enough but you might wish to compare the 1913 Liberty Head Nickel with 
the exodus from the Mint of the double denomination, wrong planchet size and wrong material 


items which are said to have recently escaped from the Mint. | believe this matter is still under 
investigation and it was indicated that a tool box with many of these items was located. 


Happy Days. Eric 


Wednesday, March 23, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: the book disc. 

Date: 03/24/2005 8:44:26 A.M. Central Standard Time 
From: ray@knightwriter.com 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 


It should not surprise me, | suppose, that it took so long for the disc to get to you. After all, 
that's why it's called "snail mail.” I'm happy it did eventually get there, though, and that you've 


had an opportunity to peruse the manuscript. 


Thank you for your helpful feedback. It's very kind of you. | have made the corrections you 
pointed out and am looking into details of the Mint incident you mentioned. 


I'm pleased and gratified that you find what you've read worthy. It has been my hope that it 
would measure up to your high standards and that we did justice to the invaluable information 


and insights you provided. 


| have had numerous memorable experiences associated with this project, but among the real 
highlights is the truly delightful time Mark and | spent with you in your home. | will always 
treasure that memory and the memento you gave me to remember it by. 


Best regards, 


Ray 


——- Original Message —--- 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: ray@knightwriter.com 

Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2005 8:42 PM 
Subject: the book disc. 


Dear Ray: 

The disc of the 1913 book just arrived (mailed 3/11/05) and | have read a great part of it. 
What a monster masterpiece of fine writing. | never knew so much material could arise from 
a coin situation. 

There are a couple of suggestions | have which would involve slight changes. 

On page 7, section 9, 14/246 you discuss the April 2, 1792 Mint Act. This Act specifically 
provides for the half disme and the disme and does not mention half dime or dime. That 
legislation was unchanged for over 40 years. Even though informal records used the 
English wording the French spelling was always used by Jefferson in his writings. You will be 
severely criticized if you do not correct this. A new article is about to be published in the 
American Journal of Numismatics explaining all this in detail. 
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On page 75, section 14, 62/246 | did not write Johnson about my purchase from the Green 
Estate. | told him verbally. He told me that everyone was trying to buy the Green collection or 
some of it and not the particular piece or pieces | bought. 


| have not read far enough but you might wish to compare the 1913 Liberty Head Nickel with 
the exodus from the Mint of the double denomination, wrong planchet size and wrong 
material items which are said to have recently escaped from the Mint. | believe this matter is 
still under investigation and it was indicated that a tool box with many of these items was 
located. 


Happy Days. Eric 


Thursday, March 24, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 





Craig Sholley verified the existence of such a device used in the U.S. Mint through his discovery ofa 6h. heat , 


Subj: Re: Contract response 
Date: 03/24/2005 1:42:36 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: ray@knightwriter.com 

Jo: EricNumis@aol.com 

Dear Eric, 


| think that would probably be very useful to help ensure that all parties are on the same 
page. It's very likely that the paperwork was misplaced somewhere in the changeover of 
ownership and personnel. | never did have a copy of it because | wasn't directly involved with 


that aspect of the project. 


Ray 


—- Original Message —-- 
From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: ray@knightwriter.com 

Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2005 1:10 PM 
Subject: Re: Contract response 


Dear Ray: 


| guess | will have to send Paul Montgomery a copy of the understanding. No one on your 
side of the fence seems to be able to locate it. Eric 


Thursday, March 24, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: 1913 Nickel book 

Date: 03/28/2005 3:32:37 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: ray@knightwriter.com 

CC: markb@heritagegalleries.com, Paul@buyuscoins.com 
Dear Ray: 


As requested | attach copies of the two papers constituting the contract under which we 
furnished the information for the 1913 Nickel book. | am sending a copy of this note to Mark 
and Tom. 

Please note that the book have in it the 1913 copper piece in full detail. Have you put in even 
a picture or anything about its metal analysis? It was written up recently by Lange of NGC | 
think. Is that cited or used? 

The obligation of the contingent money gift to us goes along with the right to publish the book 
and along with the original companies and people involved and their successors. | want to 
know the details of any transfer arrangement if the right was transferred and whether the 
transferee was informed about the understanding. The fact that none of you can find a copy of 
the understanding surprises us. 

Please do not leave our position out in the cold. 

My best to all of you. 

Eric 

for Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 


Monday, March 28, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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BBSub): Re: 1913 Nickel book 
Date: 03/28/2005 5:29:44 P.M. Central Standard Time 
giro: ray@knightwriter.com 
To: EricNumis@aol.com 
Dear Eric, 
| 


gal have referred your question about the 1913 copper piece to Mark Borckardt, who is much 
more knowledgeable than | about such things. 


s to the contract arrangement, | know that Paul Montgomery is aware of your concerns, and, 
even though he is no longer affiliated with Bowers and Merena or its parent organization, 
Ml'm confident he will look into it to assure that your interests are honored. 


a AT the Walton nickel has not been sold and, as far as | know, the family has no plans to part 

mith it. It is currently on loan and being exhibited at coin shows under the auspices of the 
American Numismatic Association. In fact, | see in Coin World that it will be in your general 
neighborhood soon - April 8-10 at the ANA Money Show in Kansas City. 


Best regards, 


me AY 


—--- Original Message —--- 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: ray@knightwriter.com 

Cc: markb@heritagegalleries.com ; Paul@buyuscoins.com 
Sent: Monday, March 28, 2005 3:32 PM 

Subject: 1913 Nickel book 


el 
bal 
& 
a Dear Ray: 
@ | As requested | attach copies of the two papers constituting the contract under which we 
furnished the information for the 1913 Nickel book. | am sending a copy of this note to Mark 
= and Tom. 
@ | Please note that the book have in it the 1913 copper piece in full detail. Have you put in even 
a picture or anything about its metal analysis? It was written up recently by Lange of NGC | 
@ | think. Is that cited or used? 
= The obligation of the contingent money gift to us goes along with the right to publish the 
book and along with the original companies and people involved and their successors. | want 
I | to know the details of any transfer arrangement if the right was transferred and whether the 
ra transferee was informed about the understanding. The fact that none of you can find a copy 
of the understanding surprises us. 
BB | Please do not leave our position out in the cold. 
My best to all of you. 
@ | Eric 
m | for Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
aa 
Ba 
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Subj: Great talking to you... 

Date: 03/30/2005 4:27:18 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: PMont487 

To: EricNumis 

Dear Eric, 


| really enjoyed visiting with you this morning! | followed up our conversation with a call to Steve Deeds (current president of 
Bowers and Merena) and he is on board with the same understanding that we share. If you have any further concerns or 
questions please do not hesitate to contact me. Heck, I’d be delighted to hear from you just to talk shop some more. At any rate, 


| look forward to talking with you again soon. 


Take care and God Bless. 


Paul Montgomery 
President 

U.S. Coins, LP 
8435 Katy Freeway 
Houston, TX 77024 
713-464-6868 


281-813-8475 cell 
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Subj: Happy Birthday | 


Date: 04/25/2005 10:23:10 A.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: PMont487 
1G: EricNumis 


Happy birthday Eric!! | hope you have a great day. 
God Bless you, 


Paul Montgomery 
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April 27, 2005 


Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave 
St Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric, 
My name is Bart Crane and | am with Zyrus Press. | want to thank you for contributing so many 
wonderful pictures to Ray, Mark and Paul’s book, Million Dollar Nickels. 


Attached is a copy of all of the images, pictures, and letters that we believe belong to you. Please 
look over this list to verify that each one is your image. 


Also, it would be helpful to know if any images that should be used, or that you thought were 
being used, are not currently listed on the printout. In short, do we have all the pictures, or are we 
missing some? 


Please feel free to call me directly with any questions or concerns you have. 1-888-622-7823. 


If everything appears to be in order, then please sign and return the Release of Copy Right 
Agreement to Zyrus Press, which will allow us to proceed forward with your images in the book. 


Sincerely, — > « 
— 
a oO 
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Eric Newman note on call to Brown’s daughter 


Attribution: 


Pub Date: 
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St Louis 
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Location: in folder 


Rough draft of Taxay’s letter rebutting Hewitt; 2 
pages 


Attribution: 


Pub Date: 
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General Services Administration cover letter, 
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mint employment transcript 
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Close-up detail of inventory sheet showing 
Johnson’s entries for dates of sale 


Attribution: 
Eric Newman 
Pub Date: 
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Letter from Newman to Bowers re: sale of 
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Location: Rare Coin Review 1975, p. 35 


Eric P. Newman portrait as young man 


Attribution: 
Eric Newman 
Pub Date: 
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Release of Copyright Agreement 


Zyrus Press (Publisher), located at 1735 E Wilshire, Unit 802, Santa Ana, CA and _ Eric Newman 








(Copyright Owner), located at enter into 
this Release of Copyright Agreement on , 2004 in Santa Ana, CA: 
: Copyright Owner provided publisher with certain Copyrighted Material, including images, 


photographs, and letters, and seeks to have publisher use these material(s) in the literary work Million 
Dollar Nickels. Before using, Publisher must obtain the following release from the Copyright Owner. 


Il. Release of Rights: 


A. Free of charge, Copyright Owner hereby transfers and releases to Publisher the non-exclusive 
use of the following copyrighted material: 


1. Please see attached addendum A, which is part of this agreement. 
Ill. Limitations of duration and use: 


A. Publisher’s right to the Copyrighted Material shall be limited to use within the literary work 
Million Dollar Nickels, and for promotions, advertisements, and marketing, both in printed and 
electronic forms, associated with the sales of the book. 


B. The duration of Publisher right to use the Copyright Material shall be for ten (10) years from 
date of this agreement. 


C. All other rights to the work are reserved by the Copyright Owner. 
IV. Credits and Attribution: 


A. Each use of the Copyrighted Material by Publisher shall be accompanied by the following 
attribution, listing the original date of publication and the Copyright Owner: 


 f Copyright Owner’s Warranty: 


A. Copyright Owner warrants to Publisher that he is the owner of the Copyrighted Material with 
full power to release all rights conveyed to Publisher; that the work is original, and that no part of 
the Work infringes upon any statutory or common law right. Copyright Owner agrees to 
indemnify Publisher against any losses and expenses from fees or damages resulting in a final 
judgment due to Copyright Owner’s breach of these warranties. These warranties shall survive the 
termination of this Agreement. 


Publisher Copyright Owner 
| accept and agree to the terms listed above: | accept and agree to the terms listed above: 
Date: Date: 
Name: Name: 
By: By: 
Signature Signature 
Title: 





Release 





e Ed vcation serch 
Zyrus Press (Publisher), located at 1735 E Wilshire, Unit 802, Santa Ana, CA and __Eric Newman NUMISMelIC 
peppers Orrey located at E4570 C&crn AVE SC hous NO 63/05 enter into 

this Release o&Gxgaprigitt Agreement on AP Lil 23 2205, Ream aes A: 


econer, 





i; Sepyeight Owner provided publisher with certain Gapysigistedl Material, including images, 
photographs, and letters, and Siidlage (6 fiave publisher use these material(s) in the literary work Million 
Dollar Nickels. Before using, Publisher "Sei SBtal ft the following release from the ggmgmmes Owner. 


Il. Release of Rights: 


A. Free of charge, gugammmges Owner hereby ¢emazfez383 releases to Publisher the non-exclusive 
use of the following~easss=ea material: 


1. Please see ategpeg addendum A, which is part of this agreement. 
il. Limitations of duration and use: 


A. Publisher’s right to the Stespeecrsseat Material shall be limited to use within the literary work 
Million Dollar Nickels, and for promotions, advertisements, and marketing, both in ar and 
electronic forms, associated with the sales of the book. 


B. The duration of Publisher right to use the(egqagagk@=™% Material shall be for ten (10) years from 
date of this agreement. 


C. All other rights to the work are reserved by the<gugegmimit Owner. 
IV. Credits and Attribution: | 


A. Each use of the @agggeigeaeeS Material by Publisher shall be accompanied by the following 
attribution, listing the original date of publication and the game Owner: 


V. ape Owner’s Warranty: oc copies there of 
A. Copyright Owner warrants to Publisher that he is the owner of the Material with 

full power to release all rights conveyed to Publisher; that the work is original /and that no part of 
orkjinfringes upon any statutory or common law right Jwner agrees to ASSIST 

i+ Publisher against any losses and expenses from fees or damages resulting in a final 

judgment due to @es=peegts Owner’s breach of these warranties. These warranties shall survive the 

termination of this Agreement. 


2K Picture 6-2 wes sent & owner as a coy-fé esy by or cn behalf of Grent Hog hes, 
















fread Who 1s new deceased. 
Publisher Gapeerght Owner 
| accept and agree to the terms listed above: | accept and agree to the terms listed above: 
-—_ 
Date: Date: va 28 [25 
tp ‘ 4 i ‘ad aA Ay AK A A » 
Name: Name: ERIC es P. NE y 
Bye 6 Oe ol Ae oe ee eee By: 
Signature Signature 
Title: Presi deat 


ee / 
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Subj: New contact information 

Date: 05/11/2005 12:10:39 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: paul@buyuscoins.com 

To: rlhpatterns@earthlink.net, aware@charter.net, acrum@fea.net, ajderbesiii@derbeslaw.com, 


Goldcoin65@aol.com, arowe@brokencc.com, sisterdew3@aol.com, withersamy @earthlink.net, 
Andy@buyuscoins.com, bar1120@swbell.com, barry@coinmag.com, bcrane@translinesupply.com, 
bengvall@mlode.com, texashoosier@prodigy.net, bob@aacoinco.com, posproin@aol.com, acdcclarks@aol.com, 
oakhill1960@cs.com, ARTGLASS2000@aol.com, Bonnie@buyuscoins.com, markb@heritagegalleries.com, 
bishop@money.org, brett@coinmaven.com, bberesford@abiscorp.com, briman36@yahoo.com, 
bryzio@sbcglobal.net, ctailby@dvrcc.com, tnii@flash.net, myerse2m@comcast.net, cipoletti@money.org, 
chris@hotmail.com, clholmes@blanchardgold.com, Icbaudot@blanchardgold.com, crs@swissamerica.com, 
rpmontgo@earthlink.com, d2000f@aol.com, dannydunk@comcast.net, danusci@yahoo.com, 
danratner1@comcast.net, dana@amerigold.com, Dapiret@aol.com, devinelea@yahoo.com, dh@collectors.com, 
davidwatson@fbcmandeville.org, DavidLGanz@aol.com, dean@hcc-coin.com, debbiem@spectrumcoin.com, 
atdafarm@ipa.net, dennis@scpm.com, dslemons@blanchardgold.com, dclur79842@aol.com, 
dwdoyle@blanchardgold.com, don@kagins.com, Donnpr@aol.com, doug@heritagegalleries.com, 
eloiseullman@comcast.net, ericnumis@aol.com, erin@buyuscoins.com, FRAGNER@aol.com, 
fgreenberg@dvrcc.com, fonumismatics@aol.com, fred@fredweinberg.com, gary@coindeals.com, 
GbcCoins@aol.com, gw@classicnet.net, gerald.scherer@silvertowne.com, gregspec@aol.com, 
greg@heritagegalleries.com, Kyle.Haines@fmr.com, info@harlanjberk.com, hetheard@blanchardgold.com, 
mrgadjit@aol.com, jason@carternumismatics.com, jbernberg@rarcoa.com, JBrushSpectrum@aol.com, 
Coinman4u@aol.com, farrisi\@sbcglobal.net, jim@heritagegalleries.com, jamesplam@aol.com, 
bustdollar@direcway.com, jmontgomery1@cerner.com, shield30@aol.com, jonsangul@cox.net, 
jdrc@mindspring.com, john.feigenbaum@davidilawrence.com, johngervasoni@yahoo.com, 
rothans@sbcglobal.net, jlssr@surewest.net, jwyman@stanfordeagle.com, rosapines@comcast.net, 
kenny@buyuscoins.com, kenny@bluemooncoins.com, klcoins@aol.com, kevin@advancegraphics.com, 
Kr4bd@aol.com, LarryShepherd, Larry@whitlowltd.com, LauraSperber, Imrcinc@msn.com, 
sales@silvertowne.com, vmarshall@galaxycable.net, machin@globalcrossing.net, 
mary.counts@whitmanbooks.com, wrci316@charterinternet.com, Melissa@buyuscoins.com, 
michael@vegadev.com, mb@austincoins.com, mprintz@WhitlowLtd.com, MHaynes@collectors.com, 
memcgoey @blanchardgold.com, MSherman@collectors.com, mcbutter@satx.rr.com, myra@scpm.com, 
mlee101788@aol.com, path@libertycoinservice.com, pmpuckett@att.net, pete@austincoins.com, 
PMont487@aol.com, Pngdealers@aol.com, ray@knightwriter.com, Rayhinkelman@aol.com, 
richsmith@fbcmandeville.org, richard@numispro.com, RichardSchwary, rick_mccaulley@crestone.com, 
robnge@tampabay.rr.com, rmont420@yahoo.com, robertmagee@cox.net, rjgillio@gte.net, 
ron@germancoins.com, raugustin@bvcoins.com, ryan@austincoins.com, scodrington@hughwoods.com, 
Sisterdew1@aol.com, steve@rarecoinwholesalers.com, steves@stansberryresearch.com, 
steve@heritagecoin.com, carnow@hotmail.com, borsborn@consolidated.net, THanlon@dillongage.com, 
TSchaubeck@vegadev.com, todd@pinnacle-rarities.com, tom@coinmaven.com, vintagenoe@aol.com, 
van@davidhall.com, Vicki@buyuscoins.com, wmilas@rarcoa.com, wfunderburg@hotmail.com, 
renh@ix.netcom.com, wmcraney@nobts.edu, wanton@jeffersoncb.com, kevin.zeitler@agedwards.com, 
mspop3connector.gerald.scherer@silvertowne.com 


Hi neighbors! 

I’m on the move, actually most of you know by now that I’m no longer working with Kenny and the crew at USC. Too much travel 
and not enough kid time added up and so I’m moving on. There’s a great bunch of people there and | will miss working with them. 
My near plans are not solid as of yet but it looks like | will be doing some consulting thus will still be attending most of the majors 
so | look forward to seeing you there. My new contact information is as follows: 


Paul Montgomery 

25610 Skye Springs Lane 

Katy, TX 77494 

Cell- 281-813-8475 

Pmont487@aol.com 

| will keep in touch. | hope to see and hear from you all soon... ...thx, 


Paul 


Wednesday, May 11, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 


Subj: Letter from Ben Spivak 

Date: 09/02/2005 1:18:52 P.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: green@money.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 





MR. ERIC NEWMAN (c/o THE ANA) 


220 N 4TH STREET STEA 
ST. LOUIS, MO 63102-1905 


BUSINESS Phone: (314) 331-6505 


ERICNUMIS@AOL.COM 


Mr. Newman, 


Thank You. As one of America's most noted numismatists | have already 
greatly benefited from your knowledge and | look forward to heading over to 
St. Louis and making use of the extensive public collection you, and your 


family, have founded. 


| have asked Nancy Green, at the ANA, to forward this to your attention - 
having spent time at the ANA in Colorado Springs | have found the 
association an amazing asset as | research my upcoming documentary film 
about the 1913 Liberty Head Nickels. 


Most recently | attended my first, of what will certainly promise to be 
many, ANA conventions. Last month, in San Francisco, | met many people who 
| will include in the film but | see no one who would be more valuable, on 


the record, than you. 


Over the course of the next few months, | plan to travel and set up 
interviews with some of the coin world's elite. I'd be thrilled to travel 

to St. Louis or anywhere you find appropriate to meet. | propose a few 
hours with you at your earliest convenience. 


| can make a contribution to a charity/organization of your choice - 
however, at this point the film is being entirely funded by me. The folks 

at the ANA can vouch for me, in the sense that I've always tried to do what 
| could and thought was appropriate. | intend to fully license the film and 
will clearly acknowledge the involvement of all organizations and 
individuals that contribute to the project. In the end, | will provide 

copies of the film to numismatic libraries - the ANA and ANS, certainly. | 
am a member of both organizations. 


Further, | am investigating how a version of this film could serve as the 

first of a television series about interesting numismatic objects. | 

propose using each object to educate viewers (especially students) about a 
specific time in history - mostly American history where the coin, bill, or 
other numismatic object is used as the means to teach history. 


| know that you were interviewed for the book The Million Dollar Nickels and 
graciously provided the publisher (as you have throughout the years) with 
access to your files. | would love to present these and other interesting 
paperwork as part of the film. | could personally do this, with extreme 

care, without needing to remove any paperwork from your custody - we would 
use a high-resolution scanner on all of materials and would be naeny to 
provide the digital files back to you for archive purposes. 


My work at Edgeworx has been heavily weighted towards post-production of 
nationally broadcast documentaries - | will add my resume and a list of 
recent clients at the end of this letter. | have spent the past six years 
working in a variety of interesting companies in New York City and with 
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great clients and am pleased to now have the opportunity to work on my own 
film. My longtime friend and contributing writer, Evan Rosenthal (Olin 
School of Business, 2000) would join me in St. Louis (or elsewhere), at your 
earliest availability. | would ask that you read, on tape, from your 

previous writings on the subject. A partial list of topics we'd like to 

cover with you follows... 


A FEW SELECTS OF QUESTIONS FOR MR. ERIC NEWMAN 


- Biographical Information about yourself and other numismatists, 

owners, and dealers involved in the history of the coin. Specifically, 

stories and descriptions of Burdette Johnson, who | understand was a friend 
and mentor. 


- The liquidation of the Virgil M. Brand Estate and other numismatic 
historical events that you've played a roll in and find interesting to 
discuss. Suggestions for objects of great significance, specifically to 
American Colonial period. 


- I'd like to hear from your experience while at MIT and the use of 
Col. Green's radio tower to aid the Antarctic expedition and emergency 
surgery. What an event! 


- You spent four and a half years dealing with Chase Bank and Farran 
Zerbe - first trying to attain Missouri paper money (in 1937). And later, 
in late 1941 you and Burdette Johnson made an offer for the five 1913 
liberty heads. 


- You were the first person to specifically evaluate all five 
(including a discussion of the planchets of various qualities). 


- I'd like to hear why the 1913 Buffalo Nickels in the leather case 
were interesting and unique. What made these rarities special? 


- Adiscussion of the legality of these "coins". | understand that 

they were never monetized and they are illegal - that there were mint 
regulations and proclamations in place. I'd welcome the chance to hear this 
directly from you. 


| can be reached at Edgeworx throughout the week at 212-334-3334 x115 or on 


my personal line any time at 646-418-4595. The mailing address at Edgeworx 
is 304 Hudson Street, 6th Floor, NY, NY 10013. My email address is 
ben@edgeworx.com. | can't wait to hear from you and discuss this all 

directly. 


BEN SPIVAK RECENT CLIENT LIST 


A&E 

ABC 

American Express 
Bravo 

Capital One 

Coke 

Discovery Channel 
ESPN 

Kansas Health Foundation 
Kellogg's 

L'Oreal 

MTV 
Noggin/Nickelodeon 
Oxygen Network 
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PBS 

Peter Jennings Reporting 
Saturday Night Live 
Showtime 

TLC 

Toyota 

Trio 

USA Network 

USA Sports 

Westminster Kennel Club 


BEN SPIVAK RESUME 
Edgeworx <http:/Awww.edgeworx.com/> November 2002 - 


Producer at this high-end postproduction facility. Budgeted, scheduled, 

staffed, and managed production of animation, graphics, and editorial on 

projects for networks, production companies, and agencies including 

Nickelodeon, TLC, A&E, McCann Erickson, Viacom, Granada, USA Networks, ABC, 
Saturday Night Live, and PBS. HD finishing, After Effects, 35mm Theatrical 

Trailers, and offline project management experience. 


Cossette Post <http://www.cossettepost.com/> September 2001 - 

April 2002 

Freelance Producer at this New York City based full service advertising 
agency. Worked in the broadcast production department on the 2002 national 
television and radio campaigns for the IRS, TD Waterhouse and Amica 
Insurance. 


UnitedVirtualities.com <http:/Avww.unitedvirtualities.com/> 

November 2000 - July 2001 

Production Supervisor and Business Technologies Advisor at this 
international technology company behind Shoshkeles, a proprietary online 
full-motion advertising medium. As the first hire in the New York office, 
business responsibilities constantly changed to meet the needs of the 
evolving business. Acted as technical and creative contact for clients at 

all the major advertising agencies, interactive design shops, websites, and 
ISPs. Oversaw usability research study, load testing, and extranet 
development. Traveled to Buenos Aires headquarters to lead a team in the 
development, testing, and launch of direct marketing email product. 
Responsible for all traffic and production of Shoshkeles and was evaluating 
and planning the consolidation of all foreign production to New York City. 


Eisnor Interactive <http:/Avww.eisnor.com/> (previously, an Omnicom 

company) January 2000 - November 2000 

Creative Producer in the new media and motion division at this innovative 
advertising and promotion company developed solely to promote online brands. 
Created and produced a wide variety of projects and programs for clients 
including About.com, NYToday.com, Staples.com, MyPoints.com and CNET.com. 
Directed spec commercials, projections, video installations, and video 

segments for the web. Formed a think-tank on wireless applications that led 

to advertising partnerships with Vindigo and forged strategic alliances with 

large media companies. Organized campaigns, worked with media buyers, 
budgeted and planned webcasts, and gained exposure to many different aspects 
of this truly unique company. 


Knit Media <http://www. knittingfactory.com/> September 
1999 - February 2000 

Assistant Editor of "Live From the Knitting Factory" a series of weekly 
television shows produced entirely in-house by KnitTV and broadcast in 
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partnership with BET on Jazz. Established post-production procedure, edited 
segments, and generated graphics for the show. Built multiple non-linear 
editing systems and created a LAN that allowed the machines to share large 
files and an array of SCSI media drives. Created streaming video files for 
Jazzchool.com and KnittingFactory.com, encoded and edited archival footage 
for an enhanced CD, and participated as a technical consultant in the 
reshaping of the KnitActive webcast studio and all streaming media 
equipment. 


Prototype Media 1997 - 

Director of projects in multi-media arts including digital video, still 
photography, 16mm film production, and full motion internet content. Owner 
and operator of digital video production equipment including cameras, 
professional sound equipment, and custom built workstations with streaming, 
editing and graphics capabilities. 


Boston University Film Unit September 1998 - June 1999 

Executive Producer and integral member of the marketing, production, and 
post-production teams of this entirely student-run film production house. 
Directed and produced commercials, PSA's, and short documentaries for many 
clients including Fleet Bank, Massachusetts Adoption Exchange, and the US 
Coast Guard. Supervised all company activities, budgeted and produced 
projects of up to $25,000 and oversaw the design of a company logo and 
marketing materials during tenure as first paid undergraduate Manager. 


Focus November 1997 - June 1998 

Assistant Editor of the newsletter of the Department of Film and Television 

at Boston University's College of Communication. Wrote and edited articles, 
designed the layout using desktop-publishing software, and managed art and 
photography. This quarterly publication is circulated to over 5,000 current 
students and alumni. 


Cleveland Film Society <http:/Awww.clevelandfilm.org/> June 1996 - 
September 1996 

Marketing and Public Relations Intern at this multi-faceted film 
organization which is responsible for the Cleveland International Film 
Festival, Cleveland Filmmakers and Hot Tickets. Created press releases, 
generated stories and ideas for organizational newsletter and coordinated 
preview screenings and special events related to the launch of Cleveland 
Filmmakers. 


lotech <http:/Awww.iotech.com/> 

June - September 1995 and 1996 

Marketing Assistant at this data acquisition systems and instrumentation 

firm of over 100 people. Coordinated manufacturing and customer databases 
used by marketing and sales departments to enhance sales and operations. 
Organized mailings and provided general assistance in the marketing 
department. 


Liggett - Stashower <http://www.liggett.com/> April 1995 - 

June 1995 

Intern at the direct marketing arm of this major advertising and public 
relations firm. Provided production assistance on 90-second commercial for 
Little Tikes and observed post-production of a 30-minute direct response 
television infomercial. Other responsibilities included compiling maps, zip 
code list research for source books, tabulating survey responses for 
analysis, and fulfillment of direct mail responses. 

Education 


Boston University <http:/Awww.bu.edu/> 
College of Communication May 1999 
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Bachelor of Science, Film and Television 
Minor: Visual Anthropology 
Dean's List Scholar 


University School <http://www.us.edu/> 
Hunting Valley, Ohio May 1995 


Nancy W. Green 

Librarian 

American Numismatic Association 

818 N. Cascade Ave. 

Colorado Springs, CO 80903 

Phone: 719-482-9859; Fax: 719-482-9802 
Discover the World of Money @ www.money.org 
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Subj: RE: Ben Spivak 

Date: 09/06/2005 10:55:23 A.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: green@money.org 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 


Thank you Eric. | will let Ben know. 


Nancy W. Green 

Librarian 

American Numismatic Association 

818 N. Cascade Ave. 

Colorado Springs, CO 80903 

Phone: 719-482-9859; Fax: 719-482-9802 
Discover the World of Money @ www.money.org 


From: EricNumis@aol.com [mailto:EricNumis@aol.com] 
Sent: Monday, September 05, 2005 4:36 PM 

To: Green@money.org 

Subject: Ben Spivak 


Ms. Nancy Green 
American Numismatic Association 


Colorado Springs, CO Sept 5, 2005 


Dear Nancy: 


| read the letter from Ben Spivak, a copy of which you sent to me. 


Page | of 1 


| appreciate his kind and enthusiastic remarks as well as your cooperation as an intermediary. 
| gave all the information | had on the 1913 LIBERTY HEAD NICKELS to the authors of the 
book entitled "The Million Dollar Nickels" (not yet seen) and Mr. Spivak is aware of that project. 


| feel that | have done my part on that subject. 
Please thank Mr. Spivak for asking me. 
Cordially Eric P. Newman 
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PO Box 17810 





F7YRUS Invoice 56773 


Irvine CA, 92623 


| ) R ESS Phone 1-888-622-7823 Fax: 1-800-215-9694 
= ao Sib J.J) Customer Copy 


BILL TO: SHIP TO: 
Eric Newman Eric Newman 
Eric Newman Eric 
6450 Cecil Ave 6450 Cecil Ave 
St Louis, MO 63105 | St Louis, MO 63105 
Phone: (314) 727-0850 Fax: Phone: (314) 727-0850 





Invoice Date: 9/28/2005 Ship Date: 9/28/2005 Contact: Eric 

Order Date: 9/22/2005 Terms: Promo PO Number: 

Order ID: 57790 Ship Via: | UPS Ground 

ISBN Product Ordered Shipped B/O Retail Cost Line Total 
974237183 Million Dollar Nickels 4 4 0 $26.95 $0.0000 $0.00 

Subtotal: $0.00 
Freight Charge: $0.00 
Sales Tax: $0.00 
Order Total: $0.00 
Back Order: $0.00 


Total Payments: 


Total Due (US): $0.00 





9/28/2005 10:14:44 AM 
Other Terms: Customer: Payable to: 


Returns: Distributor and wholesale accounts are non- 
returnable 


Eric Newman Zyrus Press 
Damaged goods for return must be reported within 10 days Bee Newall PO Box 17810 
of receipt. 
are see : 64 i i 
When remitting payment, write invoice number on check or > ign ae Irvine CA, 92623 
money order. St Louis, MO 63105 


Invoice: 56773 Amount Enclosed 
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Subj: Re: Happy Birthday! 

Date: 05/30/2006 12:43:47 P.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: ray@knightwriter.com 

Dear Ray: 


Page | of 1 


| have been in New York City to celebrate my 95th which | write as VC in Latin to show how 
long | have been around. 
Thank you for the greetings and for the inscribed copy of the nickel book. That was particularly 
thoughtful as | did not receive a copy from the listed authors until | had to ask the publisher 
directly for it under the arrangement, 
| recently had to clarify a matter about the leather nickel holder because of a difference of 
opinion published in the E- Sylum, 

Keep writing and enjoy the many mysteries of numismatics. 


My best 


| JO | o8eq 


Eric 
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Subj: Back home again ; 

Date: 10/06/2005 4:23:40 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: ray@knightwriter.com 

To: bcrane@translinesupply.com, bcapritto@jeffersoncompanies.com, williamanton@msn.com, bobnd2@aol.com, 





























twosome@arn.net, joshinski@yahoo.com, sporthorse@bellsouth.net, Kifisher2@aol.com, 
ken_iberville@msn.com, kevin@advancegraphics.com, rkking@sandia.gov, 
Icourtney2@jeffersoncompanies.com, laynelowery@earthlink.net, lesiablanchard@cox.net, 
malcolm.hartman@neworleans.af.mil, markb@heritagegalleries.com, mjohnson@jeffersoncoinandbullion.com, 
flynn848@bellsouth.net, ranman926@aol.com, rdelatour@jeffersoncb.com, iamsavage3@juno.com, 
shela99@cox.net, stacey@universalcoin.com, wanton@jeffersoncb.com, zgmiller@aol.com 





























I'm back home in New Orleans, safe and sound. Our house in the French Quarter sustained no damage that we've been able to 
find on initial inspection, though we have several sections of the security fence down and a lot of tree debris to clean up. My 
condo was just as | left it, except for the refrigerator. | failed to empty it before leaving because | assumed we'd be back in a few 
days. It was pretty gamey, but | gave it a good scrubbing today...didn't get rid of all the smell, but it's tolerable. The most notable 
sign of Katrina's effect on the French Quarter is the sight of duct-taped refrigerators lining the sidewalks waiting for city pickup 
(which may take awhile considering the city is laying off thousands of employees because it has no money). 


| have power, phone (land line...cell phone is undependable), Internet, cable TV. We also having running water but it's considered 
safe only for flushing, not for drinking, bathing, or washing dishes. Can't boil it because we don't have gas yet, so I've learned 
how to purify it with bleach. Also, no mail service yet, as far as | know, but I've heard that UPS may be operating somewhat 
though | haven't confirmed that. No gas stations open yet. No banks open, so I'm glad | thought to stock up on cash before 
returning. There's a hardware store open and a couple of groceries stores but little else. 


All my condo neighbors but one are back, so we have our own little support group. We went to the Red Cross relief center a block 
from my house and received food, water, cleaning supplies, and most of all, some kind words. The volunteers and the Army 
troops manning the center were extraordinarily thoughtful, sympathetic, and cheerful. It really lifted our spirits. My hat's off the 
Red Cross and the Army. 


My block has a good bit of activity and a fair number of vehicles parked on the street, so it's beginning to look lived-in again. 


Life here will be challenging for awhile, but it's still home, and I'm glad to be back. 


Ray Knight 

1012 Esplanade #7 
New Orleans, LA 70116 
Ph. 504-524-3809 

Fax 504-524-9316 

Cell 504-458-7823 
ray@knightwriter.com 
www.knightwriter.com 











Thursday, October 06, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 














go? Page 1 of 1 


Subj: The 1913 Liberty Nickel Case 
Date: 05/18/2006 10:05:02 A.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: whomren@telerama.com 
To: EricNumis@aol.com 
Eric: 


| have conflicting descriptions of the famous 1913 Liberty Nickel case from George Fuld and Saul Tiechman. Could you 
comment for us? 


Thanks! -Wayne. 
George says: 


“| examined Newman's 1913 coin holder in 1960 at his vault. It had six spaces, with the sixth being the copper buffalo pattern. (of 
course there were fivee empty spaces) IF he has other buffalo patterns they must have been stored elsewhere.” 


Saul Teichmman writes: "With regard to the eight-coin case which 
contained the five 1913 Nickels, Howard Spindel's reply is not 
correct. The description below is from correspondence between 
Eric P. Newman and myself: 


The copper composition pattern five cent was in the leather case 
when I first saw it about 1942 on a trip to New York City. The 

case has and had 8 punched holes in two lines of 4 each and plastic 
(celluloid acetate probably) slide-in protectors on both faces. 

That coin holder was attached to the back of the case and was closed 
over on each of the 4 sides by flaps of leather. The top flap has 

a snap to close it over the other flaps. It was specially made for 
the coins it held. I know nothing of its prior history other than 

a report that it was shown in Chicago in 1920 at a numismatic 
convention. 


Whether Sam Brown or someone else had it made or not would be 
speculation on my part but Colonel Green would not have had it 

made as he had so much numismatic and other collectibles of real 
importance and did no special mounting other than having acetate 
holders for paper money in standard loose leaf binders and standard 
Wayte Raymond coin holders. 


The original contents of the case consisted of the five Liberty 
head 1913 nickels, a 1913 Type I Indian head nickel without the F 
initial of the designer, a regular 1913 Type I Indian head nickel, 
and the copper composition Type II 1913. The three pieces in the 
holder are apparently legitimate and added to make the 1913 Liberty 
Heads appear legitimate." 
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Subj: Re: The 1913 Liberty Nickel Case 

Date: 05/18/2006 4:57:59 P.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: EricNumis 

Be 2 whomren@telerama.com 

Dear Wayne: 


You have asked me to comment on what you have recently published as to the leather case 
which originally held the five 1913 Liberty Head nickels and three other coins. The case is in 
our possession and has been for 65 years. It was exhibited with the five 1913 Liberty Head 
Nickels when they were assembled a couple of years ago. It now contains the original normal 
uncirculated 1913 Indian Head Type II nickel and the unique uncirculated copper composition 
1913 Indian Head Type II nickel. The copper piece has darkened somewhat over the 65 
years it has been on hand and has been in an acid free manilla envelope during that 

period. The case remains in nice condition. It has four openings in the top row and four 
openings in the bottom row, each row having the original cellulose acetate sliders to cover the 
coin openings on the top and bottom of each row. The sliders have not noticeably 
deteriorated. | do not recall seeing another coin case constructed in that form. If there are 
other questions your readers may have | will try to answer them. Keep your E-Sylum as a 
great stimulant to numismatic inquiry, reports, responses and research. Eric 


Thursday, May 18, 2006 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: RE: The 1913 Liberty Nickel Case 

Date: 05/18/2006 5:27:03 P.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: whomren@telerama.com 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Eric: 


As always, it’s great to hear from you. Thank you for the clarification. Have a great evening. 
-Wayne. 


From: EricNumis@aol.com [mailto:EricNumis@aol.com] 
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2006 5:58 PM 

To: whomren@telerama.com 

Subject: Re: The 1913 Liberty Nickel Case 


Dear Wayne: 

You have asked me to comment on what you have recently published as to the leather case 
which originally held the five 1913 Liberty Head nickels and three other coins. The case is in 
our possession and has been for 65 years. It was exhibited with the five 1913 Liberty Head 
Nickels when they were assembled a couple of years ago. It now contains the Original normal 
uncirculated 1913 Indian Head Type II nickel and the unique uncirculated copper composition 
1913 Indian Head Type II nickel. The copper piece has darkened somewhat over the 65 
years it has been on hand and has been in an acid free manilla envelope during that 

period. The case remains in nice condition. It has four openings in the top row and four 
openings in the bottom row, each row having the original cellulose acetate sliders to cover the 
coin openings on the top and bottom of each row. The sliders have not noticeably 
deteriorated. | do not recall seeing another coin case constructed in that form. If there are 
other questions your readers may have | will try to answer them. Keep your E-Sylum as a 
great stimulant to numismatic inquiry, reports, responses and research. Eric 
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Subj: Re: Happy Birthday! 

Date: 06/09/2006 10:29:25 A.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: ray@knightwriter.com 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Ene 


I still find it interesting how much misinformation circulates in the numismatic press about such things. 
I ran across several "myths" while working on the nickle book that were considered to be accepted facts 
in the numismatic community. The information you provided helped greatly in clarifying the reality in 

several of these instances, including the real story of the leather case. 


As far as dangers from natural disasters, I think probably just about anywhere one lives there is some 
kind of natural threat to contend with. Where I came from in the Texas Panhandle, it was blizzards in 
the winter and tornadoes in the spring and summer. As to the New Madrid fault, I saw recently a 
warning to residents of Arkansas to be prepared for a potential severe quake from that fault. On 
balance, and even with the trials wrought by Katrina, I'd about as soon deal with hurricanes as any of 
the natural threats. At least you can see them coming a long way off and far enough ahead of time to 
get out of the way. 


I find your New Orleans paper money story intriguing. I'm not currently involved in writing for the 
paper money market; most of the assignments I work on now are coin-related or dealing with natural 
resources markets. However, now that you've tickled my imagination with this possibility, I will look 
into possible applications for such a story. Thanks for calling it to my attention! 


Best regards, 


Ray 


—--- Original Message —--- 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: ray@knightwriter.com 

Sent: Thursday, June 08, 2006 5:25 PM 
Subject: Re: Happy Birthday! 


Dear Ray: 

The problem about the nickel holder as published in E Sylum arose from conflicting input 
from others. One person said there were ten coins. Another said there were 6 Liberty Head 
nickels. Another said the normal nickel was Type | when it was Type II just like the copper 
composition one. 

| explained that the four original front and back clear plastic slide inserts had not deteriorated 
even though they were apparently celluloid from 1920s 

If they had read your book all that would not have been necessary. 

All of us realize how concerned you are about further hurricanes but think of the people living 
next to the volcano in Surabaya. Java which could blow the whole area away. We were there 
long ago. We have been and are living only about 125 miles from the New Madrid Fault 
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which produced the largest earthquake in US in 1811-12. A large chunk of basalt exploded 
into Siberia ages ago and wiped out most living creatures in the world by putting acid ash for 
years into the atmosphere and in the sea, 

Sweet dreams. 

| have a very interesting piece of paper money from New Orleans issued by a ship 
(J.A.Cotten) which previously ran between New Orleans and Bayou Sara. It was confiscated 
and later converted into a Confederate Gun Boat. It had issued money signed by Narcissus 
Paris, a New Orleans barkeeper before being used for naval warfare. If you need something 
interesting to write up | might let you as | have my file as | have no time at present. 

Eric 
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May 17, 2007 


Dear Eric, 


I wanted to send you a note of thanks for taking the time to talk to me over the phone 
prior to, and during the Central States convention. I did take the train over to your 
museum on Friday evening and enjoyed it thoroughly. Perhaps if I get to St. Louis again 
I’ll be able to meet you in person and also have a chance to view the museum library. 


We briefly talked about my interest in Colonial Currency and the ‘miracle’ of the 
intricate two and three color printing that you’ve studied extensively and have been 
unable to conclude just how it was done. As I mentioned, I am a printer, trained and 
worked in letterpress for many years when I was a little younger, and still have a working 
platen press in my own shop now. I too, would like to try to get to the bottom of the two 
color printing process of the colonial craftsmen. At the museum I saw a full, uncut sheet 
of printed notes, 8-up I think. I noticed that this sheet of paper had ragged edges, no 
uniformly cut edges. Was the paper stock always this way for currency? If so, it certainly 
eliminates any kind of paper-edge registration system. Newspapers had square edges, did 
they not? I was thinking I might try to ‘re-create’ a plausible scenario of how the printing 
might have been achieved. Do you go into it in further depth in the later editions of ‘Early 
Paper Money’? I only have the first edition. At any rate, I’d like to delve into it more. 


On a completely different subject, for the past 5 years or so I’ve been researching and 
writing what I hope will be a book about the life of H.O. Granberg. Being from Oshkosh, 
WI, and first learning about Granberg from your 1804 Dollar book years ago, I became 
intrigued with his story. I’ve recently come across some information regarding a sale of 
numismatic books from Granberg’s library. It seems he sold a good many of his books to 
a coin dealer in St. Louis in the 30’s or perhaps the early 40’s. The dealer’s name was 
Johnson. Could this be your friend Burdette G. Johnson? Do you know of this book sale? 
If you recall anything about this I would be most grateful to hear the story. 


Sincerely Yours, 
Pe fi La /; (: af a fe 


Jeff I ichetheres 


1260 Maricopa Drive 
Oshkosh, WI 54904 


Email: jkreichenberger@hotmail.com 
Phone: 920-231-5041 *“VAA « 
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Subj: Re: A Forgotten Nickel 

Date: 6/7/2011 12:40:43 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time 
From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: jkreichenberger@hotmail.com 

Dear Jeff: 


Thank you for your congratulatory message. | am trying to recover from all the wonderful things that happened 
to me and my family at the celebratory events.. 

| am glad to have you are able to use my mug from an old book as | am not at home now to have my wife find 
another image of me when | was much younger. 

Glad you are making such progress on the various texts. Eric 


In a message dated 6/7/2011 7:00:30 A.M. Eastern Daylight Time, jkreichenberger@hotmail.com writes: 
Dear Eric, 


I've read about your birthday celebration - How wonderful! Congratulations and 
many more! 


Attached is the article with the final edits, including the photographs in finished 
form. It is currently being formatted for the monograph. 


The only thing that may be lacking is an illustration or photo on the first page, 
which I can add as the process goes forward. 

(Perhaps a small shot of the entire group of 8 nickels, which can be easily done. 
Also, it would be nice to show a photo of you 

as a young man when you acquired the coins. I would use the photo from the Early 
Paper Money book jacket with your permission) 


In addition, I've completed the shortened version for The Numismatist, and will 
send it shortly. It is approximately 500 words shorter. 


Please let me know what you think. 
Thank you! 


Jeff 


Contact info: 

Jeff Reichenberger 
P.O.Box 2803 
Oshkosh, WI 54903 


jkreichenberger@hotmail.com 
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Work phone: 920-233-8334 (days) 
Home phone: 920-231-5041 (eves) 
Cell Phone: 920-410-2997 (leave message) 
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Subj: article update 
Date: 7/14/2011 10:06:59 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time 
From: kreichenberger@hotmail.com 
To: ericnumis@aol.cor 
Dear Eric, 


Just a note to keep you abreast on the progress of 'A Forgotten Nickel’. 

I've been told by The Numismatist editors that it is still in the review process and that they are frightfully 
inundated with articles and reviews. 

They cordially urged patience. 

Hope you are having a pleasant summer, I'll keep you posted on further developments. 

Sincerely yours, 

Jeff 


Friday, July 15, 2011 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: My 1913 Type Il Copper Indian Head Cent 
Date: 8/10/2011 12:00:36 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time 
From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: stuartlevine@comcast.net 


Dear Stu: 

Because you and | discussed my copper 1913 Indian Head Cent long ago | wanted to keep you up to date as a 
new article will apparently be published about it in The Numismatist for September 2011. 

Jeffrey Reichenberger of Wisconsin (a numismatic writer) came to see me in St. Louis this spring to write 
about it and | helped him by giving further facts and later made suggestions for his text. He took images. He 
just telephoned me that the article will be published as above stated. | think it will be called the Forgotten 
Nickel. | want you to know about the matter in case it is mentioned at the Chicago Convention. It would 
probably be in the set up process for the press already if the info is correct. The fake Fab Five may be 


joined by a forgotten fake sibling competitor Eric 
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Subj: ‘A Forgotteii Nickel °°. ' o> 
‘Date: 873172011 7'38:08 P:M. Setter’ tavaghC trie 


From: jkreichenberger@hotmail.com 
‘To: ericnumis@aol.com 
‘Dear Eric, fe 


{ just received the print copy of The | Numismatist for September. The article turned out nice. 
Although I would have preferred a larger photo of the copper coin, my request for same was 
denied due to time and space constraints. But overall, I'm pleased with the result. I hope you 
are as ona 


-_ -_ _- ‘_——- 


Twill Siri you copies of the monograph when it is complete, perhaps mid-September. (It will 
Nave LARGE phetos) 


I hope you are well and busy, and thank you again for encouraging my pursuit of the 
aorgotisn nickel story. 


pag Lee 
Jeff Pee te 


Thursday, September 01; 201T'AOL: EricNumis if 
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Subj: Re: 1913 copper buffalo nickel 
Date: 9/3/2011 4:02:58 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time 


From: EricNumis@aol.com 
To: SAUL. TEICHMAN@ey.com 
Dear Saul: 


| was glad to hear from you. | knew the Jeff Reichenberger article on the 1913 Type II Indian head nickel in 
copper was just published but have not seen The Numismatist for September 2011 as yet because | am on 
vacation. Please ask Jeff for the image you wish. | am glad to approve that cooperation. 

My best. Src. 


In a message dated 9/3/2011 2:37:35 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time, SAUL.TEICHMAN@ey.com writes: 


Eric: 
| trust all is well. 


Jeff Reichenberger wrote a nice article about the 1913 nickels for the September 2011 Numismatist. 


It contains a color image of the Judd 1954. Years ago | got a black & white image of the piece from 
you and David Lange for use on the uspatterns.com website. Would it be possible now to get that 


color image for the site. 
Please advise. 


regards, 
saul 
> Saul Teichman | Finance & Operations, Solutions Delivery | IT 
flit Services 
= 
EY ERNST & YOUNG Ernst & Young LLP 
Office: (201) 872-3940 | saul.teichman@ey.com 


Website: www.ey.com 
Thank you for considering the environmental impact of printing emails. 


Any U.S. tax advice contained in the body of this e-mail was not intended or written to be 
used, and cannot be used, by the recipient for the purpose of avoiding penalties that may be 
imposed under the Internal Revenue Code or applicable state or local tax law provisions. 


The information contained in this message may be privileged and confidential and protected from 
disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or agent 
responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received 
this communication in error, please notify us immediately by replying to the message and deleting it 
from your computer. 


Notice required by law: This e-mail may constitute an advertisement or solicitation under U.S. law, if 
its primary purpose is to advertise or promote a commercial product or service. You may choose not 
to receive advertising and promotional messages from Ernst & Young LLP (except for Ernst & Young 
Online and the ey.com website, which track e-mail preferences through a separate process) at this e- 
mail address by forwarding this message to no-more-mail@ey.com. If you do so, the sender of this 
message will be notified promptly. Our principal postal address is 5 Times Square, New York, NY 
10036. Thank you. Ernst & Young LLP 
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September 15, 2011 


Dear Eric, 


Enclosed are five copies of the monograph - finally completed! I hope you 
enjoy it. All in all, I think it turned out quite well. They are thin so I hold 
optimism that you can squeeze them into your libraries! Would you be so 
kind as to sign two of them for me and send them back? (Envelope enclosed) 
I would greatly appreciate it. And by all means, just ask if you want more 
copies. 


It was a pleasure and an honor to work with you on this project and I can’t 
thank you enough. 


Sincerely Yours, 


9, mae 
Jeff chenberger 


P.S. Did you have a chance to see the article in The Numismatist? I thought 
they did a good job with it as well. 


(hicrvok 4 gab Cop 
W bi 





